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Join us at the 2018 Open Afternoon, Saturday 9th June, 1-4pm
Greetings once again to you all, in this 80 th anniversary year of Moulsham Junior School. We look
forward to welcoming as many of you as possible to this year’s Open Afternoon for past pupils, which
will take place at the school on Saturday 9th June, from 1-4pm. Do come along if you can, to meet
up with old friends and look round the school. Our displays of memorabilia and photos cover many
aspects of school life since the school opened, along with the Infant and Senior departments, in
September 1938. Refreshments will be provided as usual, and home-made cakes would of course be
especially welcome from any of you who are able to bake and bring them.
After the successful innovation last year of a talk by 1941 past pupil, Gus Gowers, followed by
questions, we hope to arrange a similar event at this year’s Open Afternoon. In addition, Les Kemp
is planning to bring along samples of some of the ‘School crazes’ items mentioned in his article in the
Autumn 2017 Newsletter, for you to try for yourselves. Les will also be offering you the challenge
of answering some of the type of questions included nowadays in the ‘SATS’ tests which current
Junior School children are expected to cope with. It could be interesting to see how these compare
with exam questions from our own schooldays.
We are always very pleased to hear from former Moulsham pupils who have been told about the
Newsletter and Open Afternoons by former classmates or who come across the past pupils’ page on
the school website for the first time while researching their own childhood history. Thank you to all
those who write in with their memories of Moulsham Juniors and living in Chelmsford. In this
Newsletter, along with other interesting articles, we are delighted to have recollections, on page 5,
from new contact David Pierpoint, another of our first-day 1938 pupils.
Please keep sending your news, photos and articles for the Newsletter to Mrs Kathleen Boot at 1A
Vicarage Road, Chelmsford CM2 9PG, or by email to kathleen.boot@tiscali.co.uk We look forward very
much to hearing from you.
We hope to see many of you at the reunion on Saturday 9th June.
Very best wishes to you all.

Kathleen Boot (Nash)
Moulsham Junior Girls’ School 1951-55

Donations
As ever, we are very grateful to all those who have made donations this year to help meet the cost
of producing and sending out the Newsletters, especially as postage costs continue to rise. Once
again this year there will be a collecting box at the Open Afternoon on 9 th June for anyone who would
like to contribute to costs for the coming year. If you are not able to attend but would like to make
a donation, could you please write a cheque payable to Moulsham Junior School, and send it to The
Finance Office, Moulsham Junior School, Princes Road, Chelmsford CM2 9DG, with a note explaining
that the donation is for the past pupils’ account. Thank you very much.
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From the Headteacher Mrs Marie Staley
Education is so much more than learning a series of facts! At Moulsham Juniors we pride ourselves
on offering a broad and balanced curriculum and providing children with as many experiences as
possible to enable them to develop into well-rounded individuals who are well prepared for their next
steps in life.
One of the most important life skills we give
our children is to learn about first aid – a
skill which we could all benefit from having
and one which could easily change the lives
of those around us. This term all of our Year
5 classes have been working on their first
aid skills as they have each taken part in a
one day course provided by Mr Colin Booth
who is a search team member with Essex
Search and Rescue (picture, right).
The children wholeheartedly entered into
the spirit of the course. “I liked carrying
the stretcher because it wasn’t as heavy as
I thought and I liked lifting it over the obstacles,” reported Erin. “When I received a bleeding cut
I used my skills that I learnt to stop the bleeding,” explained Kiera. Daniel stated: “I learnt what to
do if someone is injured and I found it useful to know how to stop bleeding.”
As a school, we are proud to have many very talented individuals within our community and try to
embrace this by giving children the opportunity to enter as many diverse competitions and events as
possible.
Earlier this term, on Wednesday 31st January, a team of four pupils, one from each year group,
represented our school in a General Knowledge Quiz at Perryfields Junior School against six other
teams from local schools. The team was selected after all pupils took part in a selection quiz, with
the top scorer from each year group being chosen. Our team, pictured below, left, was Toby (Year
6), Ben (Year 5), Ivar (Year 4) and Jasper (Year 3). The team had a session before the quiz to meet
one another, get used to working as a team and try out tactics! Family members were in attendance
to support and encourage and the team
finished a very respectable second place
behind Westlands Primary School. It was a
great battle and the lead swapped between
Westlands and Moulsham several times
during the competition. It was a nail biting
final round with Moulsham being pipped at
the post on the last question. The teams all
displayed
excellent
sportsmanship
throughout the competition and our team
members were fantastic ambassadors for
the school. They were commended on their
excellent general knowledge by the quiz
master.
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School trips are always a very exciting
part of the year and recently our Year 3
classes enjoyed a fantastic visit to
Colchester castle (right) as part of
their topic learning all about the
Romans. The visit took place over two
days earlier this month with 60 children
visiting on one day and 90 on the second
day plus members of school staff and
willing volunteers who braved the cold
and rain! Everyone had a great time and
came back full of new and interesting
facts about the castle and its history.
Esme and Dexter, two of our Year 3
pupils, wrote the following account of
their visit:
“We had to find objects with school trails on them and answer questions. Mrs Scorer’s (Head of
Year 3) group got the most questions right and won a prize. We learnt a lot, for example did you
know that Boudicca was the Queen of the Iceni tribe? We saw a doctor’s grave and lots of the tools
doctors would have used. Our guide, Martin, told us lots of interesting things about the Romans.”
“After lunch we went into the dungeons
at the bottom of the castle. The arches
were really low and 2000 years ago a
temple was built. Martin told us lots of
stories and one of them was about an
army of 10,000 Roman gladiators which
defeated an army of 120,000 Celts
because they came up with a really good
plan. We watched a video that told us
even more about the Romans and the
Celts. There were activities too and one
was to build a Roman Villa, an arch and a
Celtic roundhouse. We had a really fun
day!”

As you can see, life here is never dull!

Marie Staley,
Headteacher
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The opening of the new Moulsham Schools in 1938
Past pupil Peter Turrall, 1938-42, recalled in the record of his early schooldays that ‘1938 was a
good hot summer, but it was with some trepidation that I had to leave my small village school and
start in September at the brand new Moulsham Junior Boys’ School. My parents had been to an
introductory session at the school, and told me of the super facilities and large classrooms,
something quite different to the small Widford Church School, with its portable blackboards and
even slates for writing and arithmetic.
‘The introduction on the first day was by Headmaster Mr Stanley Petchey, and we also met the
teachers, Messrs Burtt, Picken, Hymas, Hudson and WW Gardiner, Organist and Choirmaster at
Widford Church, where I had just joined his choir. Once we dispersed from the hall into our classes,
I ended up in Mr Harold Picken’s class. We had to adjust to new teaching methods, pen and ink, and
seeing a green roller blackboard. Maths, English, Geography, History, Nature Study and Art were
all part of the new curriculum and gave a real impetus to attend lessons, except when it came to
difficult maths which had not been taught in my previous school.’
The official opening of the new Moulsham Schools, Infants, Junior and Senior, took place at 3pm on
Wednesday 21st September 1938, in the assembly hall of the Senior Boys’ School, now part of
Moulsham High School.
Before the ceremony itself, the Mayor of Chelmsford, Councillor J T
Bellamy unveiled a memorial tablet in the entrance hall of the Senior School, and a Junior School
pupil, Ruth Haldane, aged 7, gave a bouquet of cream roses to the Mayoress, Mrs Bellamy. In the
hand-written Junior Girls’ School log book, Headmistress, Miss Rankin, recorded that: ‘All staffs
and children from the Senior and Junior Schools attended the final ceremony – unfurling the flag
and singing the National Anthem.’
In the programme for the Official Opening, the Architect, Mr H W Allardyce FRIBA, described
the Junior School building as providing ‘immediate accommodation for 300 Junior Boys and 300
Junior Girls in six classrooms of 50 in each department, with room for future extension to 450
places in each department.’ Classes were clearly much larger in those days than they are today.
The buildings were open to the public all day on 22 nd and 23rd September 1938, and the Headmistress
of the Junior Girls’ school, Miss Rankin, noted in the school log book that ‘A very large number of
parents and the general public availed themselves of the opportunity and visited the school’.

1938: The new Moulsham Junior Schools, left, and Infants’ School and Caretaker’s house, right, with the
Senior Schools just visible in the distance
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This autumn: 80th Anniversary of the Moulsham Schools
We understand that plans are already underway for present pupils and staff at Moulsham Junior and
Infant Schools to hold a week of joint celebrations this autumn for the 80th birthday of both schools,
80 years after their official opening in September 1938. The anniversary celebrations will start on
Monday 17th September 2018, and culminate with a joint street party on Friday 21st September,
outdoors if we are blessed with fine weather.
As in the case of the 70th and 75th anniversary celebrations, the past pupils have been asked to set
up a little museum at the school, which the current pupils can visit in the course of the week, and we
have gladly agreed. As those of you who have attended any of our annual Open Afternoons will know,
we have an abundance of photos, artefacts and written information about the Junior School (originally
two separate schools for Junior Boys and Junior Girls) and its history, and we hope that some local
past pupils may be able to take part in telling the present children about Moulsham in days gone by.
We plan to have a special anniversary edition of our Past Pupils’ Newsletter this autumn, to include
news of the June Open Afternoon, the September school celebrations and recollections from as many
of you as possible about your own time at Moulsham. Do please send in a few of your own favourite
Moulsham memories, whether people, places or events, or the influence your schooldays had on your
future life and career.

David Pierpoint, 1938 first-day pupil
David Pierpoint, 1938, got in touch recently, having heard about the Moulsham past pupils’ activities
from former schoolmate, David Saltmarsh, another first-day pupil at Moulsham Junior Boys’ School.
The Pierpoint family lived in Wood Street in 1938, and David has kindly recorded some of his Junior
School memories for us:
‘I have been thinking back to those prewar days when Moulsham Junior School
opened. Mr Petchey was the headmaster,
and he often taught classes as well. I
remember him trying to get us interested
in ‘The Mill on the Floss’, but I think he
was asking a bit much when we were so
young. But he must have made some sort
of impression for me to still remember it.
Mr Hymas was our form teacher, but he
was called up when the war started. Mr
Hudson had a withered arm, so was
exempt. He never taught me, but I had
two successive years from Mr Gardiner,
nicknamed ‘Daddy’ for some reason,
perhaps because he had a son in the class.
He tried hard to get us to study hard
enough to get through the 11 plus, saying
to the more lazy ones “you will be pecking

1938 Junior Boys’ School Staff
Back row: Mr H J Picken, Mr G B R Hudson,
Mr R G Hymas
Front row: Mr A G Burtt, Mr S W Petchey
(Headmaster), Mr W W Gardiner
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holes in the road with a pick-axe, while he” indicating some more industrious pupil “will be driving past
in his motor car”.
None of my family had any connection with anyone from a healing background, but I was the one
picked to help put on lint and a bandage to any cuts or grazes that occurred. Perhaps this had some
influence on my eventually deciding to study dentistry. I remember we all had to line up one day and
swallow a lump of sugar with a drop of the Salk vaccine on it to protect us against polio, a very good
precaution. David Saltmarsh was my closest friend, but I remember Tommy Howes, who lived in
Moulsham Avenue close to the senior school, and a big tall boy called Michael Brangham who eventually
joined the police. Owen Whittle was not very academically inclined, but he and I spent a lot of time
in each other’s company messing about in the fields and along the river.
The war altered things a lot. I remember hearing the Battle of Britain going on overhead during the
summer holiday of 1940, the zooming planes and machine gun fire, and my mother not letting me go
out in the garden to see it. Chelmsford had barrage balloons, searchlights, and anti-aircraft guns all
round, and some of the nights were very noisy when the German bombers were heading toward London
during the time of the Blitz. I slept in the cupboard under the stairs until my parents had an air raid
shelter built in the garden. I was fast asleep in the cupboard when the blast from a land mine falling
two fields away brought a bedroom ceiling down, and I never heard it. There was one incendiary raid
on Chelmsford, aimed mainly at the New Street area, with Hoffmann’s ball bearing factory, (where
my father worked) and the Marconi HQ being good targets. But the place that did catch fire was
Archer’s Suet factory, and the roadway and pavement round there was like a skating rink for a week
afterwards from the melted fat.
Before the school was opened I went to the Friars school from the age of five, then a spell at Trinity
Road School, a long way from the top of Wood Street, where I lived. When I revisited Chelmsford
a few years ago, I saw that where the Friars school had been is now under a dual carriageway road.
I often used to walk home unaccompanied from there, a good long walk for a six year old trying to
save a twopenny bus fare. Soon after starting at the school I broke my leg while staying at my aunt’s
house, and had to stay away for a while with my leg in plaster. Which may be why I do not appear on
the only form photograph I have seen. There was one bespectacled youth on it, but that was not me.
I passed my 11 plus successfully in 1941, so did not go to the senior school, but to the Grammar School
in Broomfield Road, so I suppose you would be less interested in my time there, though I have kept
in touch with the Grammar School Old Boys association.
Left:Architect’s plan of the
original Junior Schools building
Below: First Headmistress of
Moulsham Junior Girls School,
Miss W A Rankin
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Earlier anniversaries celebrated at Moulsham Juniors
Anniversaries of the opening of the Moulsham Schools have been celebrated by staff and pupils at
the Junior School on various notable landmark dates (including the 10 th, 21st, 50th, 60th, 70th and 75th
anniversaries, and possibly others too). In this 80th anniversary year, some of our readers will no
doubt remember one or other of these anniversaries, and we would be delighted to hear from any of
you who would like to share our recollections. Here are a few details from some of these occasions.

10th anniversary, 1948
The Junior Girls’ School log book entry for 21st September 1948 records that: ‘Today was the 10th
anniversary of the opening of the School, and to mark the occasion we held a Celebration. At 3 o’clock
we assembled in the hall to hear a talk from Rev Brownless, who made the dedication in 1938. The
speaker was thanked by Mr Hutchinson and seconded by Mr Petchey, both headmasters of the
original schools. After the speeches, a three tiered iced cake, adorned by the traditional ten candles,
was cut by Margaret Gruhn, whose tenth birthday coincided with that of the school. Each child
received a slice to eat with the following morning’s milk.’
The Junior Boys’ School marked the 10th anniversary with a 1948 Souvenir Issue of the School
Magazine, containing congratulations from the Chief Education Officer Mr B E Lawrence, the
Divisional Education Office Mr W C Primmer and other local dignitaries. These included the
Chelmsford MP Mr Millington, who wrote in part:
‘It is a very good idea that you are going to celebrate the birthday of your school, which reaches the
ripe old age of ten this year. For the School itself, I feel sure it can honestly look back with pride
on its expanding work. The whole Borough is proud of its buildings, its equipment, its academic record
and the happy relationship which exists between staff and pupils. I know that in this birthday year,
all concerned with the school will pledge themselves to even greater efforts in the noble task of
forming the minds and bodies of the young’.
In the 1949 magazine, the editor, Mr Hymas, noted that: ‘It had been hoped that the regular issue
of a School Magazine would become a feature of our School life, and for a time it was so, but after
the July 1941 number, various wartime restrictions made it necessary to stop publication temporarily.
In December 1945 it was resumed. The Summer 1949 issue of the School Magazine (we have never
heard of the existence of a Moulsham Junior Girls’ School magazine at any time) contained a selection
of contributions from magazines produced between 1938 and 1948. From 1945, the following poem
by Thomas Filby (std. IV), was included, entitled The Doodle Bug:
‘Doodle bug, doodle bug, where have you been?’
‘I’ve been to London to bomb the Queen.’
‘Doodle bug, doodle bug, what saw you there?’
‘I saw a spitfire in the air.’
‘Doodle bug, doodle bug, what did it do?’
‘It shot me down and I fell in the Zoo.’
‘Doodle bug, doodle bug, what saw you there?’
‘I saw a great big ugly bear.’
‘Doodle bug, doodle bug, what did it do?’
‘It ate me up so I couldn’t bomb you.’
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21st anniversary, 1959
The 21st anniversary was celebrated separately by the Junior Girls’ and Junior Boys’ Schools, with
various events and entertainments. On this page is a special 21st anniversary group photo of the
Junior Boys’ School staff and pupils from each class, and following them, pictures taken of the
celebrations in each school. The Junior Girls can be seen dressed in their black dancing skirts with
coloured braid, celebrating with a special cake. The Junior Boys’ School celebrated with a pageant,
The Jackdaw of Rheims, devised and produced by two of the staff, Mr Picken and Mr Hodgson, and
involving about half the pupils in the school. The pageant took place on 14th July 1959, with rehearsals
watched during the previous week by the Infants, Seniors and Junior Girls. More details of the 1959
pageant can be found in our Summer and Autumn 2004 Newsletters, with recollections by Barrie
Stevens in the Autumn issue.

Above: 21st Anniversary photo of the Junior Boys’ School staff and representative pupils. Below:
Photos from teacher Mrs Woricker of (left) the Junior Girls’ anniversary cake and (right) the
Christmas 1959 Junior Girls’ School play.
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Below: The Junior Boys’ 21st Anniversary concert (left) and (right) the Jackdaw of Rheims pageant.

30th anniversary 1968 and 40th anniversary, 1978
We have not so far been able to track down information on any celebrations that may have taken
place at the Junior School on either of these anniversaries. If you were a pupil during September
1968 (the year before the Junior Girls’ and Junior Boys’ schools combined) or at the larger combined
school during September 1978, we would be interested to know if you remember from your schooldays
any mention or celebration of the anniversary of the September 1938 opening of the original schools.

50th anniversary, 1988
The 50th anniversary celebrations took place in October 1988, and were described briefly by the
then Headteacher Mrs Pat King in the school logbook as follows:
18th October
Today sees the start of our 50th anniversary special week. Mr and Mrs Land, some of the first pupils
of the school in 1938, gave talks to all the classes throughout the day. They responded
enthusiastically to all the children’s questions. Rev Rossdale, Vicar at St Luke’s and a school governor,
led an assembly at 9am in the South Wing Hall.
19th October
The school was reorganised how it was in 1938, ie girls in the South Wing block and boys in the North
Wing. Ropes divided the playground at break to separate the sexes. Children were encouraged to
adapt their hairstyles and uniform to that period and they responded with great enthusiasm.
In the afternoon, Mr Say’s class re-enacted the Opening Ceremony for the whole school.
21st October
Street parties were held in all the corridors during the afternoon. The children brought in suitable
food of the war years, appropriate games were played and decorations displayed. The 50 anniversary
week has been most successful, the children have learned a lot of history in a very realistic way,
which I am sure will remain with them for many years
10

In our Spring 2012 Newsletter we were able to include further recollections of these events by Mrs
Pat Edmonds, teacher at Moulsham Junior School from 1985-96 and Deputy Head from 1994. Pat
remembered the ‘street party’ mentioned in the Log Book extracts, and also recalled that children in
her class, using their project work for the 50th anniversary, won a history competition organised by
the Essex Records Office. This involved producing a painted box, which housed a volume by each
child in her class, about one aspect of the history of the school. All the work the children did in
different areas of the curriculum was linked to this topic, and comparisons were made between the
experiences of 1988 children and those of earlier generations. For example, fire drills carried out
in modern times were compared with the gas mask drills pupils undertook during the war years. The
money received for winning this competition was spent on ordnance survey maps.

60th anniversary, 1998
As some of you may remember, it was as a result of the school’s 60 th anniversary celebrations, and in
particular an open day held for past pupils in early 1999, that our Newsletter and annual Open
Afternoons were set up by then Headteacher Mr Les Kemp, who continues to help us run these
activities today, 20 years later. In our very first Newsletter, the Autumn 1999 edition, which can
still be read, along with all the others produced since then, on the past pupils’ page of the school
website, Mr Kemp recalled:
‘The first event in the programme to celebrate our Sixtieth Anniversary occurred on 24th September
1998 when the Mayor of Chelmsford hoisted our anniversary flag and unveiled a plaque marking the
event. This was followed by a whole school balloon launch with balloons reaching North Wales and
Ireland.
‘The reunion in the Spring Term brought former pupils from across the country with the largest
number drawn from the earliest days of Moulsham Girls and Moulsham Boys Schools. An exhibition
of memorabilia was held in conjunction with the reunion, with contributions brought about by appeals
in the Essex Chronicle and on BBC Essex local radio. A number of people met former school friends
for the first time since leaving secondary school – forty years ago.
‘A time capsule has been buried in the front of the school to which every class contributed. The
location is marked by a plaque asking for the box to be dug up in sixty years’ time.
‘Our curriculum week took as its theme the Second
World War and a war time street was created in
South Wing Hall. An air-raid shelter, first–aid post,
a grocers requiring ration points, war time café, post
office, bank and other features linked to the period
were present. Every child and adult in the school was
in costume and playtimes featured playground games
that grandparents talked to the children about.
[photo, right, shows 1998 pupils in late 1940s dress
using a ‘trolley’ of the sort popular in that period].
A re-enactment society created the loudest noise of
the week when they fired their field gun on the
school field in front of the television cameras.

11

‘The Summer Concert, Summer Serenade, gave a large part of the programme to a war time radio
show written by one of our teachers, Stephen Leatherdale.
‘The final event to celebrate this anniversary was when six hundred of us went to Legoland, Windsor
for the day. It was an impressive sight, seeing eleven coaches in our turning circle, and it was a
superb climax to what was I hope a memorable year for all involved with the history and present life
of Moulsham Junior School.’

70th anniversary, 2008
This was the first anniversary in which past pupils were able to help
directly with the celebrations for current pupils at the school. Using
our already extensive archive of photos, recollections and artefacts,
we were able to set up one of the classrooms as a little ‘museum’ for
current pupils to visit during their week of anniversary celebrations.
In addition, Headteacher Mrs Linda Hughes (photo, right) invited us
all to a special evening reunion on Friday 26 th September 2008, which
about 130 former pupils and staff were able to attend. It was a very
enjoyable and memorable occasion, described in our Autumn
Newsletter as follows:
‘After a very successful May
Open Afternoon, we were very
pleased that so many of you were
able to return for the special
September reunion to mark the
opening of Moulsham Junior
School in autumn 1938. About
130 of us gathered at the school
at 7pm on Friday 26th September
(photo, left, in the former Girls’
School Hall), some local, others
from
Devon,
Monmouth,
Hampshire and other parts of
UK, and Mel Rawlingson and his
wife Gai from Sydney, Australia.
After signing the visitors’ book for posterity, and
collecting a name badge, we adjourned to the South (‘Girls’)
Hall for drinks. In the hall were numerous panorama
photographs to pore over and where possible add more
names (many thanks to those who did so), and in the new
Resources Room, formerly the girls’ cloakrooms, was the
‘little museum’, an exhibition about the school and its
history, which Hilary and Kathleen had set up for the
current pupils to visit during the preceding week (photo,
right). We gather many of the pupils were intrigued by the
gas mask and punishment book in particular!
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At 8pm, a superb buffet, produced by the Infants’ School catering
manager, was available in the North (‘Boys’) Hall, and we were able
to sit down to eat our selection of food in one of five nearby
classrooms arranged by Les Kemp for the purpose. At 9.15pm, back
to the South Hall where Les Kemp made a presentation to the school
on our behalf, of a commemorative bench, shield and medals for
pupils who make an outstanding contribution to school life. Mrs
Hughes made a speech thanking us and welcoming past pupils to the
celebration evening. Finally, Mel Rawlingson, (photo, right) who is a
musician and entertainer in his spare time, was prevailed upon to give
us a few Aussie songs, using various traditional instruments including
of course a didgeridoo!
The photos on this and other pages were taken mainly by the
Headteacher’s husband, Paul Hughes, or 1938 past pupil Peter
Turrall, with a few from Kathleen’s digital.
We are grateful to Mrs Hughes for hosting this special evening, and
would like to thank everyone who helped to make the evening such a
resounding success.’

Peter ‘Charlie’ Smith, 1938: This is my life
Peter ‘Charlie’ Smith, now aged 84, was another of the
earliest pupils at the new Moulsham Schools which
opened in 1938. He tells that he first heard of our
Newsletter and annual Open Afternoons from fellow
past pupil Derek Weston (photo of Derek and Peter,
right). That would have been in about the year 2000,
and he reports that he has missed only two of our
reunions since then. The shield Peter is holding in the
picture is the Chelmsford City Clubman of the Year
shield and trophy presented to him in recognition for
all the voluntary work he does on behalf of the City
Football supporter’s club.
Peter has already written a number of interesting
recollections about his schooldays, working life and
leisure pursuits, notably in the Summer and Autumn
2002 and the Summer and Autumn 2003 issues of the
Newsletter. More recently, when grounded indoors during the spells of heavy snowfall earlier this
year, he decided to put pen to paper with further details of his life experience.
His memory was also jogged at that time by the BBC television series on the wartime Blitz. His
father had sadly died when Peter was only three, but he recalls that during the war his mother joined
13

the Auxiliary Territorial Service for a year, while his late brother Hector was awarded the Military
Medal for gallantry at the battle of Tobruk, and his late brother Bob joined the Merchant Navy and
then went on to be Cabin Chief at BOAC.
Peter was born in Boreham. When his father died, Peter and his mother (who eventually lived to 101)
lived first with his grandmother in Galleywood and then in a house in Baddow Road, Chelmsford. Hence
his attendance at the Moulsham Schools during the late 1930s and early 1940s. He writes:
‘Do you remember the milk money? Alas. the temptation of sweets at the tuck shop was too much for
me, until the owner of the shop informed my mother, and that was the end of that caper. In the
meantime, my mother went to work at Marconi’s and
remarried. That is how I came to live at 80 Marconi Road. I
remember hearing Music While You Work played loudly
between 10am and 10.30am in the factory right opposite my
bedroom. Next door in Marconi Road was a barrage balloon.
When the wartime air raids got too bad I was sent off to
Wales to stay with my stepfather’s sister Doris in the small
town of Dowlais, near Merthyr Tydfil. There we lived in a
small road called Llewellyn Street, in a house with the toilet
at the end of the garden. I also recall seeing train-loads of
prisoners on the trains. I would like to pay tribute to my
Auntie, Uncle, their family and the friends I made in Wales
for taking me into their homes as one of their own. I always
look on Wales as my second home. I was always happy there
and never really wanted to come home. Left is a photo of my
longsuffering Auntie Doris the last time I visited Dowlais.
Thanks also to Cardiff Football Club. Having time on my hands at that time, I requested and was
granted a tour round the ground. I also paid visits to Merthyr F.C. On Sundays there was nothing to
do but go to Church, where we would occasionally receive a right old Welsh ‘‘ear bashing’!
With all the to-ing and fro-ing to Wales, I missed three months of schooling, so it was no wonder I
ended up in form 2.c at Moulsham Senior Boys’ School. I do not remember too much about it, apart
from Mr Bradley, and the rulers used on the knuckles of offenders. I feel as if I have spent more
time at our yearly reunions than I ever did at school!
I left school at 14 and my mother got me a job as errand boy at McCarthy the Chemist’s, opposite
the Council Offices in Duke Street. The manager was Mr Miller, and my wages were £2 a week with
a 2/6d rise on my birthday. Remember the brown V Lozenges? I don’t think my stomach has ever
been the same!’
At that time Peter was an active member of the Central Youth Club in Chelmsford, and enjoyed
performing in various plays and concerts. One such play was King Charles. Having recently had two
operations on his hands to remove warts, he caused some consternation by turning up at the next
rehearsal with his arm in a sling, but recalls that he did manage to play his part nevertheless.
Picking up the story of his working life, Peter continues:
‘At the age of 16, I spotted an advert in situations vacant which read: good prospects for a willing
worker. This job was at Alfred Button & Sons, [a regional delivery firm] based in London Road. Some
of you may have seen the TV ad for the Philips Biro Pen. I was presented with one for my 21st
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birthday while at Button & Sons, though sadly I can’t remember ever using it! A year or so later,
word came round that the firm was about to be closed down, so I managed to get a job at the Co-op
grocery warehouse, situated at that time just off Chelmsford High Street. After a short time as a
security worker at Marconi, I went back to the Co-op warehouse, this time in Wells Street, off
Townfield Street. Do you remember the landmine that had landed on that site? I do, as I had
worked my way through the debris on my way to school sometimes.
Back at the Co-op, I got involved with the Cricket Club, Football Club, and Sunday football. Hearing
that the Co-op football team was playing at Admirals Park one week, I went along and found they
needed a ‘Lino’; the following weekend, at Mountnessing, they needed a Ref! One way and another, I
ended up spending £30 on twelve football kits, called a meeting at a pub in Writtle, and that is how
Medway F.C was formed. We were donated nets and corner posts by a team which had just closed
down, and the team stayed with me for five years, until I got married and the club sadly folded up.’
About that time, Peter heard that a job was going at the Eastern National Omnibus Company’s
maintenance department, and he described in our Autumn 2003 Newsletter how he became the
company mascot as ‘Uncle Enoc’ (ENOC being the company’s initials) and enjoyed being involved in
entertaining with his red wooden horse Nellie at ENOC parties. After a short time working at the
Mid-Essex Gravel Pits, which resulted in painful lumbago, he returned to Eastern National for nine
and a half more years, leaving only when privatisation came along. His final job was with EEV as a
night cleaner, from which he was eventually made redundant.
We were concerned to learn recently that Peter had been admitted to Broomfield Hospital for a few
days for an operation, but are glad to hear that the surgery was successful and that Peter feels
happier and more confident again, now that he is home. We hope to see him at this year’s Open
Afternoon if he is well enough to attend by then, and meanwhile we send him our very best wishes
for a full and lasting recovery.

Les Kemp: Teaching children about cancer and its treatment
One of my favourite films is ‘What We Did on our Holiday’, which lives up to its billing as ‘Warm, Witty
and Delightful’. I would use it as a training film in schools, for the short scene where Billy Connolly,
playing the Grandad, tells one of his grandchildren that he is going to die. In my time as headteacher, I
attended several courses on death and children, and invited speakers to talk to us about their
experiences of the death of a partner, leaving them to care for young children. We considered as a
staff what we could do for our school-children and their family when we became aware of a terminal
illness or unexpected death.
When I was first appointed headteacher of Moulsham Junior School, a friend told me that national
statistics indicated that one of the parents of our children would die annually. I don’t believe we
matched this, but I am aware that four parents died over the ten years of my time at the school. Other
parents underwent treatment for cancer and other serious conditions, and in 2006, one of our class
teachers, Tina Reynolds, sadly died of cancer and two other members of staff were absent from school
undergoing cancer treatment. I was concerned about the effect of these events on the children at
Moulsham Juniors, and discussed with our wonderful school nurse, Kate Morgan, how current year 6
pupils could usefully be informed and reassured about the disease and its treatment.
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Kate was particularly well qualified to advise, as she had come to school nursing from many years on the
teenage oncology ward at Broomfield Hospital. In consultation with senior cancer nurses at Broomfield,
a plan was devised, which Kate later described, without naming the school, in the Winter 2006 edition
of the now defunct Journal of School and Public Health. The following extracts from her article explain
how the project was successfully developed and carried out, though Kate did not credit herself with the
lead she took, for which I have lasting admiration:
‘The head teacher and I explored ways of dealing with the situation and wanted to allay fears and at the
same time give clear concise information at a level to suit this age group. The opportunity for the children
to discuss their feelings and concerns was paramount. . . . Honesty can allay fear and misconception. . . .
It is well documented that children have vivid imaginations! . . .
‘Adults are frequently surprised at children’s ability to deal with information which is sad or seems
frightening to the adult. To overcome and deal with any concerns or issues parents had, an evening for
parents was arranged and parents given the opportunity to come and view the presentation which would
be delivered to the children. . . . It looks at what cancer is: Who gets cancer? Can you catch it? How
do we know we have cancer? And what can be done? The session is informative, animated and fun.
‘The sessions delivered were well received by the children. The presentation included role play by
children and by the head teacher, quiz questions and one section concerning age and cancer, which
started with children attempting to guess the age of the head and myself! Time was left at the end of
every session for children to ask questions and there was an opportunity for children to talk to our
present school nurse during lunchtime and a group of children from the same class did so. . . . ‘
Following a successful evaluation by the teachers and the positive response from the children, similar
session of the talks were given to Year 6 Pupils the following year as well.
My sincere thanks to Kate Morgan for giving us permission to quote from her interesting article
describing this project and how it came about.

Spring comes to Oaklands Park
Following recent articles on Oaklands Park and the Chelmsford Museum in the Spring and Autumn 2017
Newsletters, those of you who remember playing in the park at weekends, or passing through on the
way to and from the Moulsham Schools, may like to see these photos taken by Kathleen in May 2018.
Left: The rear of the
Museum, overlooking
the rose garden. The
new café will be on the
ground floor, right hand
end.
Right: the younger oak
tree which replaces the
old Turkish Oak in the
centre of the front
lawn.
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From the first issue of the combined Junior School Magazine, 1970
Batty Book titles, by C. Foreman and H. Knappett:
Imitation Jewellery, by Fay Kearings
Tattooing, by Marcus Allover
Prehistoric Animals, by Dinah Saw
The Ice Cream Men, by Conan Wafer

News in brief
Good to hear from Juliet Jones (Lindars), 1951-55, who writes:
‘Once again I was very pleased to receive the Moulsham Past Pupils’ Newsletter. Thank you to you
and your team who have been producing it for so long. I was sorry, however, to hear of the death of
Christine Heard (Mitchell) [obituary in the Autumn Newsletter}. The Mitchells were our next door
neighbours when I went to Moulsham, and as Angela writes, we in the centre part of Moulsham Drive
all used to play together, and with much more freedom than most modern children have. Sometimes
Christine’s mother used to take us to bathe in the river near Widford – happy days we catch glimpses
of in the Newsletter.’
New contact Ann Southwell (Tuckwell), 1967-72, recently emailed Kathleen and kindly offered to
send us her Moulsham memories. She writes: ‘I found the past pupils newsletters by chance one day
whilst trying to find a lost friend and started reading. My name was Ann Tuckwell (now Southwell).
I was born on the Moulsham Lodge estate in 1960 and went to all 3 schools, leaving the senior school
in 1978. I must have started in the Infants school in 1965, the Junior school in 1967 and then to the
Senior school (I did not pass my 11+) in 1972. I remember Mr Sturgeon, Miss Pettet, Mrs Donovan,
Mr Picken, Mrs McGinley and many other teachers and pupils.
I still have all my old school reports in the loft which may jog my memory some more. I was the head
girl of the Senior school during my last year in the 6th form and l remember Mrs Colledge well as the
headteacher. I retired last year from 34 years in the NHS as a biomedical scientist so I have time
to put pen to paper.’ We look forward very much to hearing from Ann in due course.
A group of local past pupils who were at Moulsham Junior Girls’ School together from 1951-55 meet
up from time to time in the centre of Chelmsford for lunch and to catch up on news and views. This
year a small group of us met in mid-March, including Hilary Dye, Kathleen Nash, Elizabeth Clarke,
Valerie Rudland and Jennifer Bohannon (maiden names). Over lunch, we enjoyed exchanging
recollections of both schooldays and the growth of the town, of our lifestyle then and now, and of
how very much things have changed over the years, with Chelmsford morphing from quiet market
town into a busy and ever-expanding City. Will the Chelmsford of today seem even less recognisable
by the time today’s Junior School pupils reach retirement?
Just before the Easter holidays, at the end of March, Kathleen was invited on behalf of the past
pupils to join the friends and parents of year 4 pupils (the 8-9 year old classes) at their Easter
celebration in St John’s, Moulsham, the landmark parish church on the corner of Moulsham Street
and St John’s Road. It was a great delight to watch all the children from that year performing a
special play, with plenty of lively singing and enthusiastic acting, re-telling the Easter story in the
form of a series of radio news items from “our correspondent in Jerusalem”, with special mention of
the experience of the donkey on Palm Sunday. Well done Year 4 for an enjoyable and memorable
occasion, and good to see the school continuing its links with the wider community.
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Obituaries
Kenneth Jolly, 1940s pupil
We were sad to hear from Christine Pudsey (Jolly) that her brother Ken passed away on 17 th October
2017, aged 82, after a long illness. Christine writes:
‘Ken was a kind, fun and loving brother. He was one of twelve siblings, but now there are eight. He lived
in Baker Street, Chelmsford and then Widford until he married and moved to Galleywood. After his
divorce, he raised his sons Steven and Andrew on his own and was a great father. During his working
life he worked as a bricklayer and helped to build many houses around Chelmsford. Socially and when he
retired, he spent many an hour at Marconi Social Club playing in snooker tournaments up until he became
ill. He would talk about Moulsham School with fondness and enjoyed reading the Newsletter.
We will all miss Ken very much and remember him with love.’
We are sad to have also heard of a number of other recent deaths of past Moulsham pupils, including
Robin Page, 1942-46, who died in April this year, David Porter, 1950, Pam Smith (Thorp), 1948, Pauline
Griffin (Tarbun), 1951-55, and Sonia Honeywood (Sainsbury), 1954-58.
We have also heard that former member of staff Mrs Suzan Prior, sadly died in September after a
long period of illness, bravely and stoically borne. We send our condolences to her husband Alan and all
her family.
In March this year, Kathleen’s younger brother Roger Nash, died very suddenly of cancer, aged 69.
It was a great shock to all his family and friends. Roger was at Moulsham Junior Boys’ School for
about a term and a half starting in September 1955, at which point the family moved to the Melbourne
area of Chelmsford and Roger and the two other younger children in the family went to Melbourne
Junior School. Roger then went on to Braintree High School.

Copies of this and earlier issues of the newsletter are on the past pupils’ page of the school website:
www.moulsham-jun.essex.sch.uk

Data Protection Legislation
Please note that for the purpose of compiling the Past Pupils’ mailing list, and for no other purpose
whatsoever, your name and address is being held as a computer record. If for any reason you object
to this, would you please inform us immediately in writing. Unless we hear from you, your consent is
assumed.

The views expressed by individual contributors in the newsletter are not necessarily those of the
Head Teacher, School Governors or Editors.

18

