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Welcome to the Autumn 2012 Newsletter
Greetings once again to all past pupils of Moulsham Junior School. We are delighted to be in touch with
so many of you – 788 on our distribution list at the latest count, and even more who come across us on
the school website or read printed copies passed on from friends or family. When we started the
Newsletter in Autumn 1999, we could hardly have imagined finding past pupils in so many parts of the
world, or building up such a wonderful archive of your recollections and photographs covering the history
of the school since it opened in August 1938. You have been brilliant.
Thank you to those of you who contributed articles, pictures, information and news to the present
Newsletter. We have an interesting spread of memories and news this time from the early years
through to more recent decades. As usual in the Autumn issue, there are also notes and pictures from
the May Open Afternoon and a list of those attending.
In July, Hilary Balm (Dye) and Les Kemp spent an interesting morning with former teacher and Deputy
Head Mrs Pat Edmonds, 1985-96, recorded in a couple of articles for this Newsletter and the next.
We hope this more recent history will be of particular interest to our younger readers, and we would
love to hear more from past pupils from the 1970s onwards to help balance the enthusiasm of earlier
generations.
The information about Moulsham Drive continues to flow! Many thanks to Peter Woodhouse, Jenny
Canham (Eve) and Jane Scrivener (Hammond), who this time fill in names and memories of some of the
former residents of the central section of the road where so many former Moulsham pupils lived. Over
the years, large cohorts of Moulsham children must have run, walked or dawdled along the cinder track
through the former allotments behind Moulsham Drive to school and back.
A personal word of thanks to all those kind Moulsham friends who sent messages and condolences during
this past year of my husband Ray’s struggle with cancer, and to those able to be present at his funeral
in early September. Your support is greatly appreciated. Some of you will remember Ray’s participation
in our early Open Afternoons, where past pupil John Spooner, 1938, always described him as ‘the world’s
best tea-maker’! Under the circumstances, I hope you will also forgive the absence of a fully printed
Newsletter on this occasion, which would have involved more time than was available.
As ever, we look forward to hearing from you with school memories, photos, and news of your lives after
Moulsham Juniors. You can send them by email to kathleen.boot@tiscali.co.uk or by post to Mrs
Kathleen Boot, 1A Vicarage Road, Chelmsford, CM2 9PG. We look forward to hearing from you.
With all good wishes for Christmas and New Year 2012, from Hilary Balm (Dye) and myself
Kathleen Boot (Nash)
Moulsham Junior Girls’ School 1951-55

Date of the 2012 Open Afternoon
Weaving our way round Bank Holidays, the Cup Final and various school commitments, we are glad to tell
you that Saturday 19th May 2012 has been selected for next year’s Open Afternoon for past pupils of
Moulsham Junior School. As usual, the occasion will be held at the school, from 1-4pm, and we look
forward to seeing as many of you there as possible. Please tell any former schoolmates who may not yet
know what they have been missing all these years!
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From the Headteacher Mrs Linda Hughes
I can hardly believe that I am writing my piece for the Past Pupils Autumn Newsletter – years do seem
to fly by!
We all arrived back in September ready for another busy and fun packed year when we received an
unexpected call on 13th September telling us that Ofsted Inspectors would be visiting the School on 15th
and 16th September. Being so early in the term we knew we were going to have to work speedily to put
up displays and get prepared to ensure that the Inspectors saw Moulsham at its very best. As usual the
Moulsham Team Spirit kicked in and everyone pulled together with teaching staff, support staff and
site staff working way beyond what is expected of them. By the Thursday morning we were ready. Four
Inspectors arrived and carried out their two day inspection. They observed lessons and lunchtimes,
interviewed many members of Staff and Governors and spoke to children. Feedback was given to myself
and the Governors at the end of the Friday.
I felt proud of the whole School community as I sat there hearing their conclusions. Three years ago
they judged that the School was good with one outstanding feature. This time they concluded we were
good with nine outstanding features! They commented in particular on the care, guidance and support
provided for pupils they felt was exceptional and were very impressed with our personal, social and
health curriculum. They were impressed too by our pupils, who they felt were friendly, well behaved,
articulate and proud of their school - something I’m sure you as past pupils will be pleased to hear. This
pride in being part of Moulsham either as a past pupil or as a current member of the school community
ensures its success for the future. If you would like to read the report in full it can be found on our
website under the School Information section. I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate all
of the staff and Governors for their hard work in ensuring the continued success of the School.
I do hope you enjoy reading this edition of the Newsletter and I look forward to seeing you all at the
Summer Term reunion in 2012

History Project
At about the time of our Open Afternoon this year, the third year pupils at Moulsham Juniors (Year 5)
were engaged in an interesting local history project entitled Romans to Radio, which involved a walk in
the town centre to sketch landmarks such as the Shire Hall and spot plaques on buildings of importance
to the town. The children also went to Chelmsford Museum for a Then and Now session with the
museum staff.
As part of the project, several local past pupils kindly volunteered to go into school and talk to the
children about how Chelmsford has changed in our lifetime. Many thanks to the following, who told us
they enjoyed the experience just as much as the pupils did: Joan Keyes (Porter), 1938; Norman
Kerridge, 1946; Brian Greatrex, 1943-47; Mrs Jean Roberts, former School Governor and mother of 2
past pupils; June Cooper (Day), 1952-56; and Peter Turrall, 1938. Teacher Katie Witchell, history coordinator for the school, reports: ‘It was great to listen to their memories of the town and hear their
opinions on changes they've seen in the town. This was the first year of learning about this. The children
were really engaged when the past pupils were in, and were fascinated to hear what life use to be like in
the town. My class were excited to hear that Mr Greatrex's name was on the roll of honours board
in the hall, they looked for his name later that day.’
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Open Afternoon 7th May 2011
About 130 past pupils, plus family and friends attended what some described as our ‘best ever’ Open
Afternoon. It was certainly a lively and enjoyable occasion, once again, and we were pleased to see a
good number of you coming along for the first time. We look forward to seeing you all again at future
reunions, and hope too that any of you who have not yet been able to attend may be able to join us at
next year’s event on Saturday 19th May 2012.
As ever, we are very grateful to all our helpers, who make the Open Afternoons possible. A big thank
you to Steve Bewers, Gill Caton, Dennis Caton, Ted Caton, Pat Davis, Martyn Edwards, Marion Lodge,
Adrian Smith, David Turner, and Peter Turrall, who helped on Friday afternoon or Saturday or both,
setting up displays, moving furniture, serving refreshments or welcoming us on the reception desk.
Once again former Headteacher Les Kemp threw his seemingly boundless energy into setting up the
refreshment areas and his Playground Games displays, and encouraged the rest of us with cups of tea
when we flagged. Thank you to Jacqui Tyler and her colleagues in the school office for their valued help
and support, and to current Headteacher Mrs Linda Hughes for allowing us to assemble at the school as
usual, and for joining us during the afternoon.
A special feature this year was the performance of the 1942 School Song by pupils from the early days
of Moulsham Junior Boys’ School. Thanks go to Eric Hayward, who wrote down the music with the help
of David Buckle and then followed in the fabled footsteps of 1938 teacher Mr W Gardiner by playing
the piano accompaniment for us. Norman Kerridge, 1946, kindly made a video recording of the song
being sung, which you can see and hear on the internet at: http://www.vimeo.com/23471481 . We hear
that current teacher Mr Hindes took a copy of the music to a recent staff meeting and played it on the
piano for the present generation of teachers. Possibly a bit of a culture shock!
Among the many past pupils attending for the first time were Howard Norman, 1953, who was impressed
with the display of photographs, Ralph Archer, from 1938, and Barry Reed, who was pleased to see a
1959 photo of himself as the Jackdaw of Rheims in a display of school history arranged by new teacher
Katie Witchell for current pupils in the corridor outside the staffroom. Linda Collins, mid-1950s, a new
contact and daughter of former caretaker Hubert Collins, was interested to see over the School House,
now office accommodation and meeting rooms, where she had lived as a child. Linda recalled
Headmistress Miss Pettet, who retired in 1969 and actually lodged with Mr and Mrs Collins in the School
House after she had sold her own house in Gloucester Avenue. This was after Linda had left home. She
remembers that Miss Pettet helped her with her driving and to prepare for job interviews. More from
Linda on page 6, and several interesting photographs from her on pages 9 and 10. It was also good to
see Christine Goldstone (Steele) and some of her classmates from 1950-54 at the reunion, and Chris
hopes that more will be able to come along next time.
Several weeks before the Open Afternoon, we had learnt with great sadness that 1938 past pupil
Wesley Holden had died (see obituary on page 23). Peter Turrall, also 1938, recalled at the Open
Afternoon that Wes’ father, Charlie, was caretaker at Moulsham at that time. Peter himself was keen
on nature study, and knew there was a lark’s nest in the girls’ playground (forbidden territory). One
morning, thinking himself unobserved, he crept in early to see it, but soon felt a hand on his shoulder – it
was Mr Holden!
Thank you to those who brought pictures and other documents along for the archive, including the 1971
information leaflet to parents from Louise Daniels, described in detail on page 20. We are also grateful
to those of you who were able to add names to some of the photos on display in the Girls’ (South) Hall.
Hilary and Kathleen very much enjoyed talking to you all, and seeing how much you enjoyed meeting up
with former classmates.
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List of past pupils at the Open Afternoon, Saturday 7th May 2011
(Girl pupils’ maiden names have been used where known for ease of reference)

1930s:
Ralph
Archer
Reg Baldwin
Gordon Bennett
Brian Campion
Tony Carter
Jill Devonish
Gordon Evans
Peter Eves
Doug Fawcett
Evelyn Gridley
Eric Hayward
Peter Moore
Jean Rayner
Malcolm Robinson
John Reed
Leslie Saunders
Ray Sewell
Peter Smith
Pauline Thorne
Ralph Turbin
Peter Turrall
Joan Wade
Jean Whittle
John Whittle
Eric Woods
1940s:
Elizabeth Allen
Pamela Bell
Pam Brown
Mary Carver
Dennis Caton
Ted Caton
Geoff Chivas
John Cook
Shirley Cooper
Roland Dennison

Martyn Edwards
Gill Edwards
Barry French
Norma French
Beryl Goulden
June Gowers
Daphne Hall
Alan Hammond
Rosemary Head
Beryl Janes
Ivy Jolly
Norman Kerridge
John Land
Mary McGregor
Colin Moore
Hugh Piper
Marigold Polley
Mick Polley
David Porter
Doreen Purvis
Sylvia Rawlingson
Beryl Rayner
Darrel Reed
Eileen Saunders
Brenda Sharpe
John Shipp
Sylvia Shipp
H Simpson
Betty Slater
Adrian Smith
Don Smith
Dorothy Spooner
David Tarbun
Joan Thompson
Tony Thorne
Derek Weston

1950s:
Monica Allen
Bill Bateman
Steve Bewers
Jenny Brett
Val Brett
Dorothy Cable
Elizabeth Clarke
Linda Collins
Pat Davis
Hilary Dye
Angela Emery
David Fairhead
David Frost
Rosemary Gentry
Christine Gentry
Jennifer Giddings
Rosemary Giddings
Pam Harper
Sue Holden
Paul Huff
Christine Jolly
Bob Jolly
Christine Knight
Wendy Little
Jean Little
Kathleen Nash
Howard Norman
Eileen Paterson
Ken Powell
Keith Rawlingson
John Reading
Barry Reed
Val Rudland
Gillian Spooner
Christine Steele
Pauline Tarbun

Philippa Waring
Marion Weston
1960s:
Louise Daniels
David Gout
Sonia Rawlingson
Averil Wilcox
Clive Woods
1970s:
David Edney
Tina Neal
Christine Smith
David Turner
1980s:
Magdelene Bevan
Carolyn Hutchings
Lindsey Newall-Smith
2000s:
Gemma Moores
Isabelle Landa-Anvere

There were one or two signatures we had difficulty deciphering, and some who seem to have escaped
signing in, so apologies to anyone whose name we may have mis-spelled or omitted.
Mary Hammond (Jiggins), Maureen Rignall (Bidwell), Michael Smith, Jim and Anita Whybrow, Mike Bell,
Edna Swayne (Mathers) and Yvonne Rush (Auston) were among those sorry not to be able to attend this
year. We look forward to seeing them next year.
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Notes on the photographs
Page 8 (Open Afternoon):
1. The central panel of the Junior Boys’ School Honours Boards, designed by teacher Mr Hodgson.
These Honours Boards, some of which are still in place on the walls of the former Boys’ School Hall (now
called the North Hall), as can be seen at the top of picture 3, above the area where the platform stood
in earlier days. The Boards were the gift of Mr W C C Turner and were formally unveiled by Alderman
Frank Fox, Vice-Chairman of the Borough Education Committee, on 15th April 1942. Some which
originally adorned the other walls of the Hall, including the School Motto “Work and be Happy”, are now
stored elsewhere but brought out for display at our reunions.
2. Norman Kerridge, 1946-50, filming the group singing the 1942 Junior Boys’ School song.
The film and its soundtrack can be enjoyed on the internet by following the link :
http://www.vimeo.com/23471481
Past pupils we think we recognise include: Ralph Archer, Malcolm Robinson, Darrel Reed, Peter Smith,
Peter Eves, Eric Hayward, Eric Woods, Ted Caton, Doug Fawcett and Norman Kerridge. More pictures
of this group are on the website version of this Newsletter.
Very many thanks to Norman for capturing this historic moment for us!
3. Eric Hayward,1939, who with the assistance of David Buckle kindly wrote out the music of the 1942
School Song for us, seen here accompanying pupils from that era in their recreation of the song at the
Open Afternoon.
4.-6. Names as in the captions on page 8. More photos from the Open Afternoon can be seen on pages
27-28, and two earlier pictures of the group in photo 4, taken in 1947 and at the 2003 Past Pupils’ Open
Afternoon, on page 26.
Page 9 (Photos from Linda Collins):
7. and 8. The School House, across the drive from Moulsham Junior School, where Linda and her family
lived (now used for office space and meetings).
9. and 10. Two pictures of a dinner held in Moulsham Infants’ School in 1953 to celebrate the
Coronation. Linda was unable to throw any light on whether those attending were from the Moulsham
Schools, but we have since heard from another past pupil that the dinner was for residents of the old
ends of Gloucester Ave and Gordon Road, some of whom were certainly connected with the schools. Do
let us know if you recognize any of the faces.
11. A clearer picture than we had before of Mr Collins’ retirement day. The staff we can identify are
(from left): Mr Petchey (Headmaster, Junior Boys), Mr Hymas, Miss Cook, Miss Pettet (Headmistress,
Junior Girls), Mr Picken, Mrs Taylor and Mr Sherwood, others unknown.
In an article about caretakers in the Summer 2002 Newsletter, we mistakenly suggested that Mr
Little’s family had also lived in the School House, which we now know to be incorrect. Linda has sent us
the following paragraph to add to our record, for which many thanks:
‘Mr Hubert Collins was employed as Resident School Keeper from 1940 to 1972, and so lived in the
School House with his wife and daughter Linda. He had several Assistants, including Mr Little who lived
in Elm Road with his wife and daughters Phyllis and Paulette. There was also Jack Dennis the school
stoker who also lived in one of the roads in the old Moulsham area. He would start work at 4am in order
to light all the boilers. Everyone came to work by bicycle of course. There were usually 2 other
caretakers and a 'boy' but the people changed more frequently.’
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Page 10:
12. This photo of the Junior Girls’ School 1958 Nativity play is also from Linda Collins, and the names
she remembers, starting from the bottom left, are:
Doreen Wooley, Ava Ungles, Julia ? , Jane Mussell;
Shepherds: Maureen Clunn, Amanda Wade, Janet Payne;
Angel: Janet Lindars; Joseph: Bryony Reed; Mary: Elaine Aldred ,
Matchgirl: Janet Makins; Kings: Shirley Stinchcombe, Lynda Gridley, Helen Marriot, Susan Cooke;
Worshippers: Anne Sparrow, Kathryn Shearwood, Isobel Craig, Linda Collins,
Cleaner: Jane Chambers.
13. Thank you to Quintin Greatrex, 1943-48 for this photo and the next one, both from July 1948 and
taken by Mr W.C.C. Turner. This group is labelled: Two library boys: Edward Branden, Quintin Greatrex;
Sportsmanship Award Winner: Wilson McLean; Commonwealth Committee Boys: Martin Trump, John
Gaywood.
14. July 1948: Mr Hymas’ top year class
Back row: 1. ?
2. ? Mahoney
3. ?
4. Martin Trump
5. ?
6.
nd
2 row:
1. ?
2. ? 3. ? 4. ?
5. Chris Horsfall
3rd row (hidden): 1. ? 2. Quintin Greatrex 3. ? 4. ? 5. Wilson McLean
4th row:
1. ? 2. John Gaywood 3. ?
4. ? 5. ?
Front row: 1. Brian Greatrex 2. Edward Brandon? 3. ? 4. ? 5. ?
Quintin writes: ‘Brian Greatrex is my cousin and is about one month younger. We both went to the
Grammar School. He was honoured with (I think) an MBE a few years ago. My younger brother Francis
also went to Moulsham Junior Boys’ School – he followed me to the Grammar School and lives in Writtle
with his wife. I hope you find the photos useful for the archives and sooner or later discover the names
of the other boys. Although only about 25 boys are shown I’m sure the class was larger than that. The
boy Mahoney only joined the school in Mr Hymas’ class as he and his parents had just come from New
Zealand.’ Do please let us know if you can add to the names Quintin has provided.
A further photo from Quintin, showing the group of pupils who passed the 11+ in 1948, is included on
page 27.
15. 1959 photo taken for the Boys’ School magazine to celebrate the school’s 21st anniversary. The
staff in the front row are (left to right): Mr James, Mr Lyons, Miss Martin, Mrs Donovan, Mr Hodgson,
Mr Sturgeon (Headmaster), Mr Picken, Mrs French, Mrs Hollingbury, Mr Gardiner and Mr King.
Page 11
16. Chris Conway-Cook, known at school as Chris Cook, and now as Chris Conway, has sent us this photo
of Sports Day 1957, also taken by Mr Turner. Chris now lives in Australia and you can read some of his
recollections on page 17
17. Alan Twitchett, 1953-57, writes: ‘I found the attached photo of a motley band of ‘recorderists’ in
my records the other day. I was at the Junior School from 1953 – 1957 so the photo was taken during
that time. The pupils that I can remember in the group are:
Back row: Mr. Petchey (Headmaster), Alan Royle, Roger Porter, Ian Whitehead, Unknown, David
Cranston, Unknown, Me, David Eley, Unknown.
Front row, sitting on the grass, far right, John Woodward.
I can’t remember any others, perhaps at the next open day past pupils can help. I don’t recall who ran
the recorder group but Mr. “Daddy” Gardiner, being the music teacher, probably had a hand in running
it!’
(Notes on photographs continued on page 12)
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Open Afternoon
May 2011
1. Left: Honours Board still in the
former Boys’ School Hall
3. Below left: Norman Kerridge,
1946, films old boys of Moulsham
Juniors singing the 1942 School
Song. Some of the original
Honours Boards can be seen in this
picture, above where the platform
used to be.
3. Below right: Eric Hayward,
1941, who reconstructed the music
for the school song, playing the
piano accompaniment.

4.Above left: Classmates from 1938: Left to right:
Doug Fawcett, Brian Campion, Eric Woods
5. Above right: Classmates from 1950s:
Christine Goldstone (Steele), centre, with the Brett
twins, Val and Jenny.
6. Left: Sisters Elizabeth and Monica Allen
remember how to play cat’s cradle
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Pictures from
Linda Collins,
daughter of
caretaker
Hubert Collins

7.and 8. Above: photos of the School
House, where the Collins family lived, taken
in 1940 (left) and 1964 (right)
9. and 10. (Left and below): two pictures
of a 1953 Coronation celebration dinner held
in Moulsham Infants’ School

11. Below: 1972: Caretaker Hubert Collins
waves farewell to staff from all the
Moulsham Schools for which he and his team
were responsible.
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12. Left: 1958
Nativity play entitled
The Stained Glass
Window (another
photo from Linda
Collins)
13. and 14. Below
left and right: July
1948, group photos
taken by Mr W C C
Turner and sent in by
Quintin Greatrex.

15: Below: 1959 photo taken for the
21st anniversary edition of Moulsham
Junior Boys’ School magazine,
showing the staff and a
representative group of pupils from
various years and interest groups
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16. Above left: July 1957: Chris Cook held
aloft on Sports Day
17. Right: Photo from Alan Twitchett,
1955-59, of the Junior Boys’ School
recorder group with Headmaster Mr Petchey

18.to 20.Above: (photos from former Headmaster Mr Tom
Sturgeon’s archive): Barry Reed as the Jackdaw of Rheims in the
1959 school pageant; the school choir arriving at teacher Sally
Martin’s wedding in April 1962; and the 1959 Speech Choir for
which Barry Reed has now supplied names.
21. Right: 74A Moulsham Drive, where Jenny Canham (Eve) lived
from 1947 to 1964
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(Notes on photographs, continued from page 7)
18. to 20. These three photos are all from former Headmaster Mr Sturgeon’s collection, and relate to
teacher Miss Sally Ann Martin. Barry Reed, who was in Miss Martin’s class (1A) in 1958/9, attended
this year’s Open Afternoon, and recognised himself as the Jackdaw of Rheims in the 1959 pageant
celebrating 21st birthday of school. This part of the pageant was performed by class 1A, directed by
Miss Martin.
19. Barry also remembered being in the school choir shown here on 21st April 1962, arriving at St
Mary’s Widford to sing at Miss Martin’s wedding. Music teacher Mr W W Gardiner, who was organist at
St Mary’s, had celebrated his 25th anniversary as the church organist at Easter 1958.
20. We would also like to thank Barry for adding names to the 1959 Speech Choir photo from Class 1A,
which formed part of the Jackdaw of Rheims play. The names we now have are :
Back row from left: Timothy Wright, ? , John Bereznicki, John Howe, Michael Lake
Front row: Dave Sturgeon, Andrew Shepherd, ? , ? , Steve Middleton, Anthony Plunkett
21. Thank you to Jenny Canham (Eve) for this picture of her childhood home at 74A Moulsham Drive.

Mrs Pat Edmonds, teacher at Moulsham Juniors from 1985-1996
On 19th July this year, Hilary Balm (Dye) and former Headteacher Les Kemp had the pleasure of
meeting up with Mrs Pat Edmonds, who taught at Moulsham Junior School from 1985 to 1996. From
1994 onwards, Mrs Edmonds was Deputy Head at Moulsham, leaving in 1996 to become acting Head
and then Headteacher of The Priory School in Bicknacre. Hilary and Les were delighted to hear
how she became a teacher, and her recollections of Moulsham Juniors and some of her colleagues
there. This is the first of two articles based on their meeting with Mrs Edmonds. The second
article, which we will include in the next Newsletter, focuses on interesting school events and
activities during her fourteen years at the school. A photo of Mrs Edmonds today is on page 26.
Mrs Pat Edmond’s early childhood was spent in South London, and after passing the 11+ exam she
was one of a very few children from her council estate to attend Eltham Hill High School, though
she left school at fifteen with no qualifications. Her first job was at a stockbroker’s, where,
together with other employees, she worked the board which listed the prices phoned in from the
'blue buttons'. Later she was a Personal Assistant to a stockbroker.
Pat married and moved to Chelmsford in 1969, and joined Essex County Council in the Audit
Department. She remembers that she was asked by a manager in the department if she planned to
start a family, and was given the advice to wait before doing so. Almost the next day, she
discovered she was pregnant! Her eldest daughter Karen was born in 1971, the year decimal
coinage was introduced. Her second daughter Cheryl was born in 1973.
While at County Hall, Pat decided she needed to gain some qualifications, with the ambition of
training to be a teacher. She studied for O level English and then A level English at Dovedales
College, and A level history at evening classes. In 1979, following an exemption examination, she got
a place at Brentwood College of Education in Sawyers Hall Lane and took a three year BEd External
London University Degree. Her main subject was secondary school history, and she attributes her
love of history to an inspiring and magical history teacher who had taught her. Her decision to
switch from secondary to primary teaching followed a period observing in a local primary school
early in her course. More recently, Pat met one of her own Moulsham Junior School pupils, now
herself a teacher, who attributes her career decision to the impact Pat made on her.
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When Pat was looking for her first teaching job, it was a time when there were few posts available
and many teachers had to take employment outside of education. Her last teaching practice had
been at the Cathedral Primary School, Chelmsford, and on 1st September, 1982, just before the
new school year began, the headteacher there phoned Pat to offer her an immediate temporary job
covering maternity leave, since the teacher due to do it had withdrawn at the last moment. Pat
spent one year at the Cathedral School before moving to Nabbotts, this time to cover for the
Deputy Head. The Juniors had just moved into a new building, nicknamed The Cow Shed by the
staff because of the design of the roof! Further temporary contracts followed at Writtle Junior
School. It was here that Mrs Pat King, the new head teacher at Moulsham Junior School, came to
see her teach, and as a result offered her a permanent contract at Moulsham Junior School. Pat
took up this appointment in September 1985.
Mrs King had followed Tom Sturgeon as head teacher at Moulsham Juniors in 1982. Pat remembers
that there were a number of new teachers joining the staff at this time. The Deputy Head was
Brian Davies, who later went on secondment as head teacher at Rothmans Primary School (now
known as Larkrise Primary) and then left Moulsham to become head teacher of the new Frobisher
Primary School at Jaywick near Clacton. Pat described him as a lovely man. Les Kemp recalled that
he had contacted Brian Davies when Moulsham was applying for the International Schools Award, as
Brian's school was the first primary school in Essex to achieve it. It was also perhaps the first
school to introduce a Breakfast Club which can now be found in many primary schools.
Pat also remembered Brian Day, originally from the north of England and a former RAF officer, who
was the senior teacher and acting Headteacher for the period between the resignation of
Headteacher Mrs Sheila White and Les Kemp's own appointment in 1994. Pat was at one time in
charge of Year 6, and preparation for the children taking the 11+ test was often undertaken by
Brian Day.
Headteacher Mrs King was anxious to bring about changes at Moulsham to reflect the changes
which were then taking place in primary education. Pat remembered her coming into her Year 3
classroom while the children were painting, and asking a child why she was painting. The child's
response was, "Because my teacher told me to." This response didn't fit in with Mrs King's
philosophy and she asked Pat if she had tried developing work from children's first hand
experience.
At that time, the school was organised in year groups with an upper and lower school, and Pat
remembered a teacher called Melanie being in charge of lower school. When Brian Davies left, Pat
applied for the post of Deputy Head teacher, but no appointment was made and Pat indicated her
desire to move to another school. Mrs King, who by then was about to leave Moulsham to join the
Local Education Authority as a Senior Schools Inspector, persuaded Pat not to leave but to await
the arrival of the new head teacher, Mrs Sheila White, who joined the school in 1992. Brian Day
was appointed Deputy Head at this point. The new Headteacher Mrs White had worked for the
Local Education Authority and before that was headteacher of Maldon County Primary School. A
year after joining the school, she appointed Pat as an additional Deputy Head, so there were two
Deputies until Mr Day retired. Pat remembered many hours, including Sundays, working with Mrs
White on the curriculum. At the time (1992-94) there were four classes in each of the four year
groups and all were full.
Other people Pat recalled working at the school during this period included Greg Waters, whom she
mentored in his first year of teaching and who is now headteacher at Bishops Primary School in
Chelmsford. Another was Mr Moon, probably the first caretaker appointed for the Junior and
Infant schools, and known as Moonie among the staff. He had been in the RAF and always wore a
peaked cap and a brown warehouse coat.
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Pat herself was an enthusiastic teacher, and clearly enjoyed her time at Moulsham Juniors. She
has many special memories of the children and their activities and excursions, which will feature in
a further article in the Spring 2012 Newsletter. In the meantime, we would love to hear from past
pupils who were themselves at the school in the 1980s and may remember some of the people
mentioned above. So far, we have no pictures of Headteachers Mrs King or Mrs White, and would
be delighted if any of you can let us have photos of either to complete our collection.

Mrs Val Fox, former teacher on 1965 staff photo
I always read the newsletter when it is e-mailed and was delighted to see the photo of the staff of 1965

which included myself. I only taught at Moulsham Boys for 18 months before leaving to have our first
baby but it was such a happy time and I have really fond memories. It was only my second teaching post
and I was filled with trepidation at the thought of all those little boys! My fears were totally
unfounded, largely thanks to the wonderful colleagues who made going to work so enjoyable. I have kept
in touch with Poppy Donovan and never lost contact with Tom Sturgeon (who showed me enormous
kindness) until his death.
I have a friend who still lives in Boreham and attends the reunions. Her name is Diane Lawrence and she
was a pupil with her sister, Pam.

Peter Turrall: School events 1938-42
The School having opened in 1938, it was not long before World War II started. This did not however
prevent the School from celebrating certain events, many of which are completely abandoned today. For
example, Empire Day on 24th May was very important, and those attending School were presented with a
coloured picture detailing the flags and people who formed part of the large British Empire. Songs
relative to some of the countries were sung and lessons centred round the day with wireless programmes
being broadcast as part of the lessons.
May Day was celebrated by the Junior Girls’ School, and witnessed from the Boys’ playground with the
little maidens dancing round a portable maypole. Australia Day was another celebrated event in the
Calendar of the School.
School Concerts were great fun and usually took place just before the Christmas holidays. Having learnt
how to play the piano, I often performed a duet on the school piano at these events with another pupil
called Wareham as well as writing and producing one of the class plays.
Visits to the School were often highlights of the day. Sometimes it was an Air Raid Warden or a Food
or School Inspector. Every now and again one of the Masters, called up for Military Service, came back
to give a talk to the pupils. Dig for Victory was a message put out by the Government. Boys at the
School were paired up and dug an allotment at the rear of the Air Raid Shelters and produced a number
of fine crops which were gathered before the Summer holidays and used in the family homes.
Air Raids started in the early part of the war, more often in the evenings, but when the sirens sounded
during daylight hours, all pupils had to take to the Air Raid Shelters which were brick built with a
concrete roof. Although lessons were continued during Air Raids, more often than not concentration was
difficult and Teachers abandoned the thought of continuing lessons until after the All Clear was
sounded.
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An Annual Award was made to certain pupils who had achieved either excellence in a subject or had
become a good character builder or sports person. This was known as the Ann Johnson Award. I did not
receive such an award during my time at the School but a number of my friends achieved this. I am now
Chairman of the Ann Johnson Educational Foundation, and although awards are still made, these are
generally to people educated in Chelmsford whose families may not be able to afford certain
requirements in the person’s further education. Awards from this organisation are also made to Schools
depending on the requirements meeting the criteria of the Foundations Awards Committee.
Various sporting events took place, mainly football under the guidance of Mr. Hudson. The School came
up against strong opposition from local schools and I remember one of the toughest matches was against
the boys of the Home School in Rainsford Road. These boys were tough and very strong in their tackles.
Most had come from deprived backgrounds in London and were brought up to defend themselves which
showed in the way they played their football. However, the School won many trophies and were a good
all-round team.
As the years rolled by and the War increased in momentum restrictions on food, petrol, clothing etc.,
took its toll and there were times when our parents had to deprive themselves of many niceties of life
to ensure the wellbeing of their children.
Schooldays are always the happiest days of your life. I consider my school days gave an excellent start
to my later career and I was glad to be called an “Old Moulshamonian”.

The Village of Widford: Talk by Peter Turrall next March
To celebrate the 150th Anniversary of the construction of St. Mary's Church Widford, I have been
asked to give a talk in the Church at 7.30pm on Friday 23rd March 2012, covering the basic history of
Widford Village, the Church and various families forming the community from early days to the present.
The talk will be accompanied by photographs and postcards as well as a small exhibition of books and
mementoes. All are welcome to attend, and refreshments will be available following the talk.
To assist in the presentation I am anxious to obtain photographs, or postcards or mementoes of the
village and in particular photos of the original Parish Hall, Widford C of E School and the Scout Hut. If
you can help with any of these, please contact me either by phone on 01245-251494 or e-mail
peter.turrall@sky.com. Many thanks.

From Brian Judd, 1938
Many thanks -- and congratulations -- for the latest Past Pupils' Newsletter. I was particularly
interested in the recollections of those boys present in 1938, especially the remarks of Peter Turrall,
who conveyed very well how things worked then. My mother had decided that I should learn to play the
piano (something she regretted having missed), and every week Mr. Gardiner would come round to our
house in Lady Lane and give me a lesson. He taught me how to spell Mendelssohn (by rote, of course;
these was no nonsense about the German son of Mendel). I still have much of the sheet music from
those days (such as Mendelssohn's "Songs without Words" in a second-hand edition once owned by a
Miss Green of Ingatestone, to judge from an inscription in the inside cover). My wife and I are living in a
retirement community ("Blakehurst") just outside Baltimore, USA, and I have been giving regular piano
recitals to the non-ambulatory residents of the Blakehurst health center. So these old-timers (some of
whom spent part of the war on military bases or airfields in England) are getting the benefit of Mr.
Gardiner's tutelage.
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Reg Podd, 1938 and John Land 1942-46, cricket enthusiasts
John and Beryl Land, 1942-6, emailed to say they enjoyed the reunion on 7th May: ‘The effort and
thought that goes into making it a success and a day to remember is very much appreciated. We met
quite a few old schoolmates to reminisce with. John spent lots of time with his cousin Joan Wade
(Lamb) and Beryl is following up with photos for her friend Jean Whittle (Taylor).’
John continued: ‘The last newsletter contained a report on Reg Podd. This led me to dig out an old
report by Charles (Charlie) Chaplin who composed a weekly column in the now (I believe) defunct
Newsman Herald. Reg was the scorer and I manned the scoreboard for Crompton Parkinson cricket
team and 'Charlie' wrote a piece about us. Reg was seventeen and I was eleven. The excellent sports
ground was in Wood Street and is now below the Tesco superstore. Such is progress. My father was in
charge of the bar at the ground, so this was my 'in' to the scoring job.
By a great stroke of luck Reg, who still scores, was scoring for his team, Maldon, at a local sports ground
in Bury St. Edmunds, where I now live, last June. It was a most enjoyable afternoon that we spent
chatting while Reg scored, reminiscing about the mutual acquaintances that we had. It was quite a family
affair because two of his grandsons were playing.’
John has given us a copy of the Newsman Herald article he mentions, in which the reporter observes:
‘Had a chat with the very youthful scorers – seventeen-year-old Reg Podd and John Land, who is eleven.
Podd plays in goal for Chelmsford Central Y.C. Missed the Pelley Cup final at Romford because someone
else was preferred. Young Land, who lives in Bruce Grove, is a rare cricket enthusiast. Loves taking the
scores. Says he wants to be a cricketer. With his hat perched on the back of his head, his face ruddy
and freckled, he looked like a second “Just William”.‘
Reg Podd, 1938, who has had a busy season scoring in over 80 cricket matches this year, has also
written to us to say how much he enjoyed meeting John again at the match in Bury St Edmunds,
commenting: ‘To the best of our knowledge this is the first time we have met since I went to do my
National Service in 1947 – some 64 years ago. The power of the press does work!’
On a separate matter from the Spring Newsletter, Reg remarks: ‘I read with interest the comments by
Peter Turrall regarding Widford School and the transfer to Moulsham School. I was amused by the
reference to the use of slates for writing and arithmetic. I and three other members of my family
(combined ages 341 years) collectively had some thirty years of education at Widford School between
1929 and 1938 and to the best of our recollection none of us ever used slates. In our early days we
started with pencils and paper and as we progressed through the school we graduated to pens and ink,
with the old-fashioned nibs. No ball points in those days!’
[Editor’s note: Peter agrees that slates were not used by all pupils, explaining that: ’We did use slates
when I first started at Widford C of E School. My first recollection on the day I started was of a very
young Probationer Teacher sitting in the Porch area of the school, where damp coats etc were hung as it
was a rainy day, giving me an introduction to the School. The main classroom was full and we were given
slates to write our name and answers to other questions. Later on when we were able to go to the main
class, pencils and paper were given to all the new entrants.’]

- 16 -

Chris Conway-Cook, 1953-57
It was a lovely surprise to receive emails earlier this year from yet another past pupil now living in
Australia. Chris has sent us a photo of sports day 1957 (see page 11) and writes:
‘I was a student at Moulsham Junior Boys School from sometime in 1952 or 53 to 1957. There was some
confusion on my first day because I was found to be too young and I seem to recall being sent to spend a
short time at the Infants School - something to do with my birthday being in December.
I went through Moulsham as Christopher Cook (born 1.12.45) and I lived in Bouverie Rd and then Baddow
Road. We moved to Baddow Road on 15 February 1952 and listened the King’s funeral on the radio as we
packed. I adopted the full family name of Conway-Cook some time later; I have lived in Australia since
late in 1971 and on arrival here found that such a name was an invitation to ridicule so I have since gone
by the name of Conway for anything but the most formal.
My fond memories of Moulsham go back to Headmaster Mr Petchey and (not so fond) corporal
punishment (ouch), Acting Headmaster Hymas, and Head Master Mr Sturgeon. Teachers were Miss
Moses, Mrs French, Mr Picken, Mr Hodgson. The Houses were, I think, Woodpecker, Wren (of which I
was House Captain) Yellowhammer, Robin, and Woodpecker. Wren House had the dubious distinction of
being last every week when the house points were read out for academic achievement, but each year won
the Student Athletic Carnival.
Of course the most obvious difference between then and now is that boys were segregated from girls
by a chain link fence that bisected the play ground.
I will gather some Moulsham stories and more photos to send to you. There is a particularly poignant
one of the School first X1 (football) all very smartly dressed in the school colours and all lined up
before we played in the Cup Final, probably in 1956/7. I seem to recall that it may have been against
Rainsford. We lost, 5-1. I was the Goal Keeper. I went home and howled my eyes out. How interesting
that those experiences at Moulsham were my first exposure to organised football and tonight (some 55
odd years later) I will chair the soccer tribunal hearing as I do every Wednesday throughout the season.
I wonder if anyone else recalls the detail of School Dinners, and the fateful day they served Macaroni
Cheese. It was awful, and scared me for life – I have never even tried it since! Lunches (Dinners) were
2/6d per week and there was an outcry when they went to 3/9d; what a different, if somewhat kinder
and gentler, world it was.
Oh my, oh my……I have just started to catch up on past editions of your newsletter on the website.
They are absolutely wonderful and obviously the result of hours of dedicated work – congratulations. I
saw a few names I recognised – both students and staff; the stories from the past created vivid mental
pictures of my time at Moulsham and the photos really did strike an emotional chord of nostalgia. I
guess it is fair to say that a number of our cohort now have grandchildren who are at, or have gone
through, Moulsham . . . scary!
I am glad to have made contact and look forward to keeping in touch; I will make every effort to get to
one of the up-coming reunions.’
Chris would be pleased to hear from any of his former schoolmates, and has asked us to let you know
that his email address is: cjconway@medicsaustralia.com.au
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Peter Woodhouse 1944-48: The centre section of Moulsham Drive.
Peter, who was at Moulsham Infants’ School from 1942, and left Moulsham Senior Boys’ in 1952, has
written to add his recollections to those in the past couple of Newsletters:
Having read the Spring 2011 issue with interest, I feel that the centre section of Moulsham Drive, ( St
John’s Rd to Oaklands Crescent) should be recorded, and hopefully bring back, and maybe “jog” a few
memories. As I now live in South Norfolk and have since Aug 2000, my life long friend Peter Bishop,
(ex- Langdale Gardens) and his wife Marlene, (nee Jarvis ex-Stewart Rd) keep the newsletter for me
when my wife and I visit them in Sandon or they visit us. It was a pleasure reading Maureen Rignall (nee
Bidwell)’s letter. We were childhood friends along with Ann Howe, Evelyn Cox (all St John’s Rd). A broad
smile crossed my face on seeing the photo of the football team with Gordon Evans. We were at
Marconi’s together and often went away on business trips together - he does not appear to have changed
that much.
Back to Moulsham Drive, twixt the junctions. As you will see there were lots of children in that area. I
have tried to record them coming from the St John’s Rd junction, using the odd and even house
numbers, odds being on the left going up to Oaklands Crescent.
Odds: Ken Powell, Christopher, Brian, and Keith Skilton, John Rogers, Raymond, Joyce, and Gordon
Perry, myself, ( number 95 ) Brian and Michael Poole, ( Mick now lives in West Yorkshire, and Brian has
passed on ), Cynthia and Melvyn Rawlinson, ( Melvyn lives in Oz), Brian Wilder, (also lives in Oz, Sydney),
we are in touch via email, he is visiting the UK in June. Marlene Beckett (nee Snowball), David (Claude)
and Wendy Harper, Pat Durrant, Barry Gunn and Fred Skipsey.
Evens: Joyce and Walter Williams, Barry and Alan? Tew, Olga and Raymond Euston, Joy and David
Fuller, Joan and Maureen Rainbird, Terry and ? sister Ludlow, Ann Clark, Peter Eves, Bill and Wendy
Mansfield, David Livermore, Alan and Brian? Shinn.
There is no obvious reason why those children in the centre section did not generally play with the top
or bottom end. I knew several other children as a youngster, John Cross, Elizabeth Taylor and brother,
Joyce Palmer, Michael Wilkinson, all bottom end, David Wiffen, Harold (Melvyn) Shergold, Marcus
Knight, Shirley Brookes, Judith Pinder and her sister whose name escapes me. I remember going to
“Teagers” for my Mother to get the veg. When he closed I used to go to Curries, near the church yard
in St Johns Rd.
My apologies to any of you whom I may have forgotten, and I hope this letter brings back some joyful
memories of your childhood. Any who wish to get in touch can email me at peterw3bc@aol.com
Best
regards to all.

Jenny Canham (Eve) 1954-58: Memories of Moulsham Drive
We lived in the middle section of Moulsham Drive from 1947 to 1964. Mum was Marseil, known to many
as Sally, and Dad was Leslie; he was very well known to many as he was the local 'Man from the Pru'! He
collected weekly and monthly insurance, knocking on doors in most of the roads in the Moulsham area.
When I was older I even helped him at Christmas, and when I was learning to drive we would take the
car and I practiced plenty of 3-point turns!
Our house in Moulsham Drive was the odd one out, the detached one, number 74A - (picture on page 11
with my Dad up the ladder and a visiting aunt at the gate). That was because it was built after the war
in the gap that had been left between 74 and 76 as there was an electricity pylon there. Yes, we had a
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pylon in our garden! Dad kept chickens under it for a while! It never bothered us, we just accepted it
was there.
I remember the Dewdneys well, they were opposite us. They had a little Austin 7; one of those couples
who always seemed old!
Oaklands Crescent I remember well as the place we went roller-skating down the hill. Presumably I could
stop well as I don't remember any mishaps! My local friends were Pam Harper, (I think her sister was
Wendy), Mary Mansfield, Brian and Elaine Aldred (a different family from the Aldreds who lived
further up - I remember their posh car!), and my neighbour, Keith Smith. His Dad bred budgerigars and
one time I was allowed a baby, called him Jimmy and he lived for many years. I do remember the name
of Hazel Offord but no more, and strangely I have no memory of Jenny Ingall (now French) who
apparently lived next door to the Churches who we knew well. As has already been said, the top, middle
and lower sections of what was quite a long road, did not get together much, even though I'm sure we all
played in the delightful Oaklands Park.
I had polio when I was 5; no after-effects or complications, thank God, but it was only when I was older
with my own children that I realised what my parents would have gone through. The man up the road,
just before Oaklands Crescent, (was their name Dennis? I know they had twin boys), and I'm sure at
least one girl at school, died from it.
My brother, Peter, six years older than me, was great friends with John Church (the Church family was
mentioned by Jenny French in the last Newsletter), and we knew the whole family well as we all went to
London Road Congregational Church. That was where I met my husband who later became a minister, and
as we now live in Lancaster, Richard Church, (who I remember as a baby!), is now our Synod Moderator!
(mentioned by Margaret Wisbey, another London Road (now Christ Church) person!). We are due to
retire next April; life will change again for us as we have a house in Braithwaite, near Keswick in the
Lake District, which we are hoping to move into. An ideal retirement house (?) as it is on a 1 in 4 plot!
Taking stuff up the garden to the bonfire or compost is a challenge! We will either keep fit or it will
finish us off!

Jane Scrivener (Hammond), 1940-44: 125 Moulsham Drive
I moved to 125 Moulsham Drive in 1935. The house was newly built then, by Aldred & Son. I started in
the Infants when it opened in Sept 1938, at 5 years old. My late father, Bill Hammond, was advised by
Alderman Fox to send me to this bright new school instead of one on Mildmay Road corner, which I think
was private. I can recall being in a maroon gymslip and a white blouse.
Some of the people that attended with me, opposite the green at the top of Oaklands Crescent were:
Fred Skipsey, Barry, Mary & another sister (the Gunns), next Patrick Durrant, then Wendy, David &
Pamela Harper followed by myself. Next were the Aldreds, (Elsie & Leslie, son of the builders) who
used to share our Air Raid Shelter. They had two sons but all moved to the top end of the road. When
they moved out, the Porters moved in. They had two sons, Allan & ?. Next came the Snowballs, Marlene
and her sister, and down a few doors, the Rawlingsons' 3 children who came to school with us.
Opposite were the Rainbirds, Joan & her sister, the Fullers with daughter, Joy, and further down, the
Williams, a boy and girl. I am now almost opposite the Barrage Balloon Site, opposite St John's Road
corner. I remember one night a basket of incendiary bombs dropped, setting alight the fences at the
top of St John's Road. During the war, especially from 1940 onwards, (Junior School by then), my
father let the children who had to walk from Upper Bridge Road use our garden as a walk through to the
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field (now a housing development), which was right opposite the school gates. This saved time walking
round Vicarage Road and Princes Road.
As a pupil from 1938 - 1949, I can't remember which year, but I gained a blue and gold merit bar for
dancing. I used to love the cooking (halfpenny for 4ozs of flour) and whatever we cooked we took home,
especially soups and stews in kilner jars which we had to provide. We also had a savings scheme which
was a shilling a week until we had enough for a certificate (15/-). When dinners were available, they
were 1/9d a week (9p now).
I hope this fills a few blanks from the previous newsletters - they certainly jog the memory.

Louise Daniels, 1968-72: Information for parents in 1971
Thank you once again to Louise Daniels, whose memories of a school trip to Wales appeared in the
Autumn 2010 Newsletter, for bringing to the Open Afternoon this year a 1971 document we hadn’t seen
before, which provides an interesting window into school life at that time. It is a 10-page leaflet for
parents of children about to start at Moulsham Junior School, signed by Headmaster Mr Sturgeon and
including a complete list of the staff, School Managers and even the Mid-Essex Divisional Education
Officer Mr W C Primmer. The School Managers, who “normally meet once a term”, are named as Mr G
Sherwood, Mrs E Edwards, Mr A Carpenter, Mr L Goodier and Mrs M E Edwards. The staff list is as
follows:
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According to the leaflet, school hours in 1971 were from 0900 to 1200 hours (bell at 0855) and 1325 to
1545 hours (bell at 1320), and parents are reminded that ‘there are no shelters in the playground and
the School doors do not open until 0845 hours’.
The school uniform consisted of ‘a maroon blazer, school badge, white shirt (grey for daily wear) or
white blouse, grey trousers or skirt, school tie. For summer use by girls there is a very attractive
striped dress. There is also a scarf in School colours’. Mr Sturgeon observes that the School is very
proud of its uniform, adding: ‘We think it adds to the smartness of the School and is particularly useful
for identification on occasions such as School visits. Thus, while uniform is not compulsory, we would
like to see all children in uniform, particularly when they go visiting.’ There are special clothing
requirements for various sports, though the school itself provides blouses and skirts in school colours
for inter-school netball matches. For dancing, which so many of us remember, ‘the School sells black
sateen for the making of the dance skirt which has been the traditional dance dress for many years’.
Black sateen sounds a considerable leap in elegance from the coarser blackout cloth some of us used in
the early 1950s! Wellington boots in the classroom were banned for ‘medical reasons’ and jewellery for
‘safety reasons’.
Parents are advised in the leaflet that ‘The School follows a normal junior school curriculum’, with
specialised subjects included according to the staff available. In 1971/2, these included ‘French for
most of the third and fourth year using the Nuffield Scheme - En Avant’, and ‘general music in class plus
special choirs, recorder teaching and violin teaching’. Health education was included at all ages, with
‘some lessons in fourth year on growing up and reproduction’. Swimming was limited to fourth year (Year
6) only: ‘Two classes of forty children are taken on alternate weeks to Chelmsford Indoor Pool, when
County Funds allow. We aim to teach children to swim and when a child has learnt to swim his/her place
in the class will normally be taken by a non-swimmer.’ Curiously, ‘First year do not play football’, only the
second to fourth years. Girls play netball in winter. ‘The main summer game is rounders, with cricket
for boys in third and fourth years.’
Set homework for junior school was ‘not permitted by the Essex County Council’, but Mr Sturgeon
advised that all children should be encouraged to read as much as possible (younger children should be
read to) and weekly spellings would be given to children to learn. Books could be borrowed from class
libraries or from the stock of some 4,000 books on loan from the County Library. Written reports on
each child’s progress were sent out to parents on the first Fridays in February and July; parents’
evenings were held throughout the autumn term; and Open Days in the summer term gave parents
another opportunity to meet staff and see their children’s work. School letters were sent to parents at
regular intervals, with a form of receipt which had to be signed by the parents and returned on the
following day to prove they had received the letter.
‘Excellent’ school meals were available for 60p a week, or £4.80p for a book of 40 tickets. Tickets for a
week’s supply of meals were sold on Mondays in the classroom. ‘The child is told to put his/her name on
the back immediately and to keep the tickets in a tin in his/her desk. One ticket is collected from each
child . . . in the Canteen by the Mid Day Assistant. Facilities are also provided for those children who
prefer to bring a picnic lunch.’ There was no great danger of children going hungry: ‘The school runs a
Tuck Shop which is open during morning break for the sale of non-sweet goods eg crisps, cheese biscuits
etc. It is recommended that no child should have more than 4 pence in any one day’. Profits went to the
School Fund, but the School did make a £15 donation each year to the Children’s Ward at St John’s
Hospital.
Walking to school was apparently still the norm, as ‘cycling to school is only permitted under certain
conditions copies of which may be obtained from the School’. Moreover, ‘The County Council states that
cars may be brought on to school premises only when visits are being made. It is not allowed to bring
cars on to the premises to drop, or pick up children except where medical reasons make this advisable’.
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News in brief
John Reading, who attended the May reunion, writes: ‘I attended Moulsham, 'infant and junior' till
1956, when I moved on/up to KEGS. I was also one of the Danbury Babes and have contacted that group
as well. I remember I used to cross Princes Road via a lollypop man/lady but I suspect that provision has
long gone. I noted that you mention Joy Bome in the newsletter. She used to teach me clarinet when I
was at KEGS ...started a long association with music.
Gordon Thorp, 1941-45, wrote before the Open Afternoon: ‘I regret that I shall not be able to attend
the open day this year as once more I will be involved with the RNLI for three days. Incidentally, had I
been intending to come to last year’s event I would been missing as I had a telephone call at 4p.m. on the
Friday requesting me to be at Kings Lynn hospital at 7a.m. on the Saturday to have a knee replacement!
Hopefully I will see you all next year.’
Sandra Ellis (Flexman) emailed to say: ‘I moved with my family from Wickford to Chelmsford in 1949.
My first school was St Peter’s infant school in Rainsford Road. At 7 yrs I started at Moulsham Junior
school and although I was only there for about a year before we moved back to Wickford, my time there
was most enjoyable and I had a lot of friends. I travelled from Beeches Road on the bus with a girl
whose surname was Grey and another girl, Anne Bowers. I believe Pat Jordan also attended and a girl
called Diana Fallows, who lived in Longstomps Avenue, and owned a typewriter – the first one I ever saw
and, when I played at her house, I was allowed to use it! I would be interested to hear from anybody
who attended the school during 1950. The boys I knew at around that time were Peter Fiche and Tony
Tumulty.
Mrs Alma Gallacher, Midday assistant at Moulsham Junior School, retired recently after a record 29
years’ service. Hilary and Kathleen were pleased to meet with Mrs Gallacher some years ago and hear
about her experiences over the years (recorded in the Spring Newsletter 2006). She obviously enjoyed
her work as “dinner lady”, and we wish her a very happy retirement. We are especially grateful to her
for lending a number of photos from the 1980s which we have copied into our archive and display at
Open Afternoons.
Another retirement we saw reported in the Essex Chronicle recently is that of Geoff Barnard, 1945,
after 46 years in his hairdressing career. Many of you will remember Geoff at City Barbers in Upper
Bridge Road, which he opened with his brother Doug in 1975. We congratulate Geoff and his wife
Marion on their 50th wedding anniversary this year, and send them all our good wishes in their
retirement.
Also in the Chronicle was an interesting article about the career of Dot Bedenham, social history
curator at the Chelmsford Museum in Oaklands Park for the pat 25 years. Dot is not a past pupil but
took a keen interest in our Newsletter and has been very encouraging to us, keeping us informed of any
material relevant to Moulsham Juniors which came her way. We shall miss her cheerful and friendly
help, and wish her too an interesting and fulfilling retirement.

School website
Copies of this and earlier issues of the newsletter, containing memories and photos from many other
former members of Moulsham Junior School, are on the past pupils’ page of the school website:
www.moulsham-jun.essex.sch.uk/index.htm
The photos in the website version are in colour where
appropriate, and the current issue includes additional photos for which there was no room in the
duplicated paper copy.
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Obituaries
Wesley Holden
We were very sad to hear that Wesley Holden, a Moulsham Junior Boys’ School pupil from 1938, died in
March this year. Many of you will have known him. The following is a slightly abridged version of the
family tribute given at his funeral, and we thank his son Christopher very much for it:
We all have different pictures and memories of Wesley Holden in our mind. For some their image of him
is a man in Chelmsford town centre selling Salvation Army Papers, or the man for many years seen riding
his bike. Others had a closer relationship and knew his character, and you have your own stories and
memories to reflect on.
On 3rd August 1930 William Charles Wesley Holden was born to Charles and Alice who lived in 13 St
Johns Road, Chelmsford. Growing up in the 1930’s was tough. He told stories of salt of the earth
Christian parents, a simple but happy existence, an open home with many visitors, his younger sister
Dorothy and his cats and the struggles of the war years. Attending St John’s and then Moulsham
School, he was known as Wesley because there were too many other boys called William or Charles. He
started work two days before his 14th birthday at the Rural District Council, which after reorganisation
in 1974 became the Borough Council. He began working as a Junior Clerk in the Treasurers Department.
As for all boys his age, this was the occasion to get his first pair of long trousers.
He told many happy stories from those working days where he learnt his trade as an accountant. As an
office junior he was sent out one day to get an oxtail from the butchers. As this was a pre arranged
prank, he was handed the tail whole, wrapped in newspaper with the end hanging out, and he duly brought
it back to the office. It was here that he learnt his ‘doing things only by the book’ attitude; these were
the days when you didn’t go home until all was balanced to the penny, ledgers were hand written and
mental arithmetic ruled. His ability to accurately and speedily add up end of column figures in his head
was legendary and impressive to watch.
As a St Johns Cadet he was a natural choice for the ambulance service which in those days before the
NHS was run by the local Council. When the call came he would put down his pencil and head out on a
local medical emergency. In 1948 he was called up for National Service and joined the Royal Army
Medical Corps. During those 18 months he progressed from private to sergeant and gained the nick name
“Penguin”. His years in The Salvation Army Torchbearer Youth Club meant that he was a great snooker
and darts player in the mess. One day however because of his strong principles he refused to carry
alcohol to the officer’s mess and was put on a charge. His punishment? - peeling potatoes. He peeled
bags of them in record time and still managed the eight mile walk into Oxford in time the morning
service at the local Salvation Army Church.
Back in “civvy street” love started to blossom and he married Beryl Harvey on the 4th September 1954.
After nearly 40 years of marriage, she passed away in 1994 and those close to him saw that he never
really got over the loss.
Dad was known as a keen cyclist. He literally wore out many bicycles in his lifetime through use and
mileage. For many years with just his three Sturmy Archer gears he travelled throughout the Essex
and Suffolk countryside. When the family came along we often rode on a little seat on the cross bar.
Dad did most of the food shopping for a family of 7, carrying the loads like a pack horse on his bike. His
family of five children gave him great pride and joy, 4 boys with one girl in the middle, a family
extended over the years to include 15 grandchildren. Family life was based in Sawkins Avenue Great
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Baddow, number 75 until 1964 and then number 7 for 46 years. We have recalled many memories over
these past days, from family walks from Maldon to Chelmsford along the river path, to bath nights
which took all evening, with 7 of us taking our special allocated turn.
He was a keen gardener and we often joined and helped him either at home or on the allotment. There
were rides in the wheel barrow, bonfires, hours spent harvesting fruit and vegetables or spreading
manure. We have happy memories of family times shelling peas and beans together, the house filled with
the smell of raspberry jam and stained hands from the blackberries!
Holidays often consisted of day trips to Walton on the Naze, which with 7 of us was a well orchestrated
event to the train station and back. Despite the luggage, Dad still gave the young ones shoulder rides
when they were tired. Living in Great Baddow we were easily spotted as a family of seven walking into
town especially on Sundays when we walked in a line and were never late for anything, despite the
distances covered.
Dad was an incredibly hard working man. In the summer months he rose with the sun to tend his
allotments before work, he was always reliable and diligent in all he did. He worked to the book with an
incredible sense of duty and commitment. Serving many years as the Corps Treasurer of The
Chelmsford Salvation Army Church, his diligent and no corners cut approach meant 1000’s of hours of
behind the scenes work. This honest man of integrity and faith – our Dad, will be missed by us all but
his legacy lives on and he will certainly not be forgotten. We celebrate his life and thank God for all the
ways our lives have been shaped and influenced by him.
Clifford Francis Griffin
Our special condolences to past pupil Pauline Griffin (Tarbun), 1951-55, on the death of her husband
Cliff, also a past pupil, 1950-54. The following paragraphs are taken from the eulogy given by Revd Mary
Cottee at Cliff’s funeral:
It is a long time now since I moved into Avenue Road but it is a real privilege to be asked to come back
for Cliff's funeral. Cliff and Pauline moved into the road just a few months before we did in what was
always known as "the new houses". Cliff and Pauline are local to Chelmsford, both going to Moulsham
School. They have been friends since Pauline was 9 and Cliff was 11, and they started going out
together when Pauline was 15.
Cliff lost his mother when he was 11 and his father when he was 18, so he became very close to Pauline's
family. They married in 1967 at Widford Church, where Cliff had been in the Choir and Sunday School.
They first lived in Braintree for 6 years and then came to Avenue Road. Pauline described their life
together as very content with each other and they had a lovely life, doing everything together.
By profession Cliff was a printer and bookbinder. He worked for Marconi's until it closed, buying the
machine he used and still worked for them until it they finished completely. He then worked for M&G.
Cliff was a man of many interests. He loved his garden. He enjoyed doing the newspaper crosswords
and his own decorating. Another love of his was photography, particularly whilst on holiday, although
the cruise to the Baltic didn't end too well!
A more recent interest was the family tree. He and Pauline have found many Griffin relatives and
interesting facts about their ancestors. I should mention the Jaguar car. When he was 19 he wanted
one and realised his ambition when he was 66. It was his pride and joy.
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Martin Lee
Thank you to Don Post, 1938, for sending us this tribute to his Moulsham Junior School classmate
Martin Lee, 1938-41, who died on 7th November 2011:
Martin and his brother and parents lived on Baddow Road, only 100 yards from us. His grandfather had
established a laundry business (then opposite the Odeon Car Park). Outside on their forecourt a large
sign carried the motto “We clean and dye to live”. When the business ended, due to road planning,
Martin went on to become manager at the County Laundry in Springfield Road.
It was not until Moulsham Junior School that we really got to know each other. Because of
overcrowding in the lower class, I was ‘moved up’ and spent three or four years in his company. The
clearest photo of him appeared in the Spring 2008 issue of the Newsletter, in Mr Gardiner’s class (I
was sitting next to Magnus Anderson, ‘cut off’ on the far right). Martin won a scholarship to KEGS in
1941 and I followed him the following year. There, he was recognised as a good ‘all-round’ sportsman,
was a particularly good swimmer and played for the Grammar School 1st XI at soccer and later for Old
Chelmsfordians. He attained the rank of sergeant in the Cadet Force. In our schooldays, he was one of
the many who benefitted from the outings arranged by Mr Turner, to Little Baddow, ‘The Rodney’ etc.
Then, like most of us, he was called up to do National Service and was sent to Malaya with the Royal
Engineers. Whilst at Ipoh with his unit, they were asked to help in the rescue of a Guardsman who had
been wounded on a patrol which had been ambushed by bandits at Bungei Ras in the Cameroon Highlands.
Martin and four others volunteered for the mission. They travelled 40 miles in a jeep, then had to
march through rubber plantations and jungle in pouring rain. They took with them tackle to make an
aerial ropeway across a dangerous, swiftly flowing river, over which the Guardsman would have to be
brought to safety. One man tried to swim fully clothed, but had to be hauled back by the rope before
he could be swept away. Martin, the only other capable swimmer, stripped off and swam across with the
rope, enabling the ropeway to be fixed up and the rescue effected. For his actions he was awarded the
British Empire Medal.
I was best man at his wedding to Margaret in 1956, before my leaving for a few years in New Zealand.
However, in the 70s we used to meet up at Polzeath here in Cornwall, as he brought his family – they had
three daughters – for their summer holidays. We had some great times in the surf with our old ‘bellyboards’. Over the past few years we’ve met once a year, thanks to his daughter Tricia and son-in-law
bringing him and Margaret to Cornwall. We said ‘Goodbye’ towards the end of June, as unfortunately we
were unable to come to Chelmsford for the funeral at the Crematorium. However, we were sent a copy
of the Order of Service. It began with “Bring me Sunshine” and ended with “Mud, Mud, Glorious Mud”.
He was that sort of character – a great bloke!
We are also sad to hear that Phyllis Chatelier (Little), 1938, passed away in June this year, and we send
our condolences to her granddaughter Melanie, who Phyllis brought up. In the Summer 2004 Newsletter,
Phyllis wrote her interesting recollections of St John’s School and the new Moulsham Schools which she
attended from the opening in 1938. In Autumn 2006, we were pleased to publish further recollections,
together with a set of photos from the October 1963 retirement of her father, Mr Little, who had been
assistant caretaker at Moulsham Infants and Junior Schools since 1946. Phyllis was a keen supporter of
the Newsletter, and was delighted to make contact with other classmates through its pages.
We have heard that Pat Lumley (Holden), and Betty Clapham (Snelgrove), 1938, have also recently
passed away, that Vic King, 1958, died in March 2010 and that Derek Mussell, 1938, sadly died in
October 2010, 2 days before his 80th birthday. We hope to have more about these past pupils in our
next issue, and are sorry to have so much sad news to report this time.
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Additional photos for website Newsletter
Left: Mrs Pat Edmonds, Moulsham
Junior School teacher from 198596 and Deputy Head from 1994.
Right: 1958 photo of Boys’ School
music teacher Mr W Gardiner on
the 25th anniversary of his
appointment as organist and
choirmaster at Widford Church.
Below:The ‘Girls’ School’ (South)
quadrangle on Open Afternoon
2011 , photo from Christine
Goldstone (Steele), 1950

Above, left: 1938/39 pupils Doug Fawcett, Brian Campion
and Eric Woods on roller skates in 1947, and (left) the
same trio at the 2003 Open Afternoon. (2011 picture on
page 8 of this Newsletter).
Above, right: 1966 Boys’ School orchestra with
Headmaster Tom Sturgeon (picture from Mr Sturgeon’s
archive).
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Left: 1948 photo taken by Mr Turner of
the boys who passed the 11+ exam.
Quintin Greatrex, who sent us the picture,
can identify:
Back row: (from left)
3. ? Mahoney,
4. Martin Trump
Middle row: 1. John Gaywood,
2. Quintin Greatrex, 4. ? Horsfell
Front row: 3. Edward Brandon?,
4. Brian Greatrex, 5. Wilson McClean

More from the May 2011 Open Afternoon

Clockwise from top left:
1. Ralph Archer, Malcolm Robinson, ? , Darrel Reed
2. Peter Smith, ? , Eric Woods. Ted Caton,
Doug Fawcett
3. Joan Mead (Thompson) with John Shipp and his
wife
4. Mick Polley, Bill Bateman, Marion Lodge (Weston),
Steve Bewers
5. Eric Hayward, Peter Eves
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Clockwise from top left:
1. Neville Clarke and Betty Clarke (Slater)
2. Adrian Smith and Peter Turrall
3. Mick Polley, Bill Bateman, marigold Cook (Polley)
4. Jean Taylor (Whittle) with her husband
5. Pauline Griffin (Tarbun) with cousin David Tarbun
6. Dennis Caton, Geoff Chivas, Ted Caton
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Data protection legislation
Please note that for the purpose of compiling the Past Pupils’ mailing list, and for no other purpose
whatsoever, your name and address is being held as a computer record. If for any reason you object to
this, would you please inform us immediately in writing. Unless we hear from you, your consent is
assumed.
The views expressed by individual contributors in the newsletter are not necessarily those of the Head
Teacher, School Governors or Editors.
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