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From the Headteacher Mrs Linda Hughes
Since I wrote to you in the Spring, the country has joined together to
celebrate and watch some very memorable events. Firstly we all enjoyed
the celebrations surrounding the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and during
summer the spectacular of the Olympics and Paralympics. We were keen to
mark these occasions at school and so fitted in even more activities into
the usual busy Summer Term schedule.
We celebrated the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee during the week of 28th May. A Jubilee lunch was held
and the children and staff were all presented with a ‘Jubilee medal.’ The whole school community all
gathered around the flag pole, sang the National Anthem and listened to Year 4 sing the Jubilee song
‘Sing’ by Gary Barlow and Andrew Lloyd Webber. It sounded even better than the original version! In
addition to this, we also decided to learn about the Queen’s role in the Commonwealth. Each class
studied a different country and then produced a ‘carnival float’ to represent that country. (Many
thanks to Tesco’s and B&Q for providing the shopping trolleys for the floats!). On Thursday 31st May
the children and their teachers paraded around the front of the school with their floats to show their
parents. It was a fantastic day and there was a true carnival atmosphere.
The children were also all very excited about the Olympics and their excitement reached even greater
heights when we held our own “Moulsham Olympics” on our school field. An opening ceremony was held
which included dances from several classes. The children took part in a competitors’ parade. The
highlight of the day though was the visit from Councillor Mark Springett with the Olympic Torch which
he had run with in Chelmsford. The day was a great success and along with the events to celebrate
the Queen’s Jubilee will ensure that children have many very special memories of these momentous
occasions. They will have a lot to tell their grandchildren!!
I do hope you enjoy reading this issue of the Past Pupil’s Newsletter and look forward to meeting you
in the summer.

A date for your diary

The date of next year’s Open Afternoon for past pupils is to be Saturday 4th May 2013, from 1-4pm
as usual. Do please make a note in your diary now, and tell any of your former schoolmates who may
also like to come along. We look forward to another excellent turnout in what will be Moulsham
Junior School’s 75th anniversary year (see below).

75 years of Moulsham Junior School
Next year, 2013, will mark the 75th anniversary of the Moulsham Schools, which opened in 1938.
Several of our readers remember joining the new Moulsham Junior Boys’ and Girls’ Schools on the very
first day, and have described for us their delight at the bright new classrooms, the spacious grounds,
and the amazing contrast with the old Victorian buildings some had experienced before. To celebrate
this special anniversary, Headteacher Mrs Hughes hopes to arrange a dinner for past pupils next
September, similar to the popular and successful event you may remember from the 70th anniversary in
2008. We will let you have precise details as soon as they are available.

-2-

Greetings from Hilary and Kathleen
We were delighted to see so many of you at the annual Open Afternoon for past pupils at the school
back in May, and you will find a brief report, with photos and a list of those present on pages 4 and 5.
Next year, as mentioned above, the Open Afternoon is scheduled for Saturday 4th May. We hope that
many of you will be able to come along on that day, and also to a dinner for past pupils which the
Headteacher Mrs Hughes is hoping to arrange in September to celebrate the school’s 75th anniversary.
If any of you from the early days of Moulsham have not yet put pen to paper (or fingers to keyboard)
to record your school-day memories, do please get in touch so we can include your recollections in our
anniversary year Newsletters.
As usual, you can send news, texts and photos by email to
kathleen.boot@tiscali.co.uk, or by post to Mrs Kathleen Boot. 1A Vicarage Road, Chelmsford, CM2 9PG.
Many thanks again to those of you who deliver printed copies of our Newsletter to past pupils in their
locality: Hugh Balm, Steve Bewers, Elizabeth Clarke, Martyn and Pauline Edwards, Brian Emmett, Jenny
French, Graham and June King, Bill and Michele Lumley, Hugh Piper, and Brian Poole. And a special
thank you to Gerry Etherington (Butterworth) for her continuing help updating the distribution lists
and preparing the printed Newsletter labels. If you change your address or would be willing to read
the Newsletter on the school website instead of receiving a printed copy, do please let Kathleen or
Gerry know.
Thank you to all the contributors to this latest issue of the Newsletter. We are pleased to be in touch
with such a wide spread of past pupils, from those living in far-off countries to the surprising number
who still live within a few miles of Moulsham School. As well as the annual Open Afternoon, Hilary and
Kathleen are able to meet up a few times each year with up to a dozen of our 1951-55 Junior School
class.
A new venture this year, suggested and arranged by former Headteacher Les Kemp, was an autumn
talk, in which a past pupil tells about his or her life, work, interests and achievements since their
schooldays at Moulsham. On the evening of Tuesday 2nd October, Steve Bewers, 1954-8, gave a very
lively, informative and entertaining presentation, with many pictures and anecdotes, about his work in
environmental protection. He focussed in particular on his major role in the current London Gateway
port development taking place on the north bank of the Thames estuary. Those of us present enjoyed
the evening immensely, and we will include an article based on Steve’s talk in the Spring Newsletter.
Hilary was intrigued to hear recently from Daphne Stoneley (Farrow), 1944-48, that Crompton Street,
where she lived as a child, and the neighbouring Waterhouse Street, off the Writtle Road near
Crompton Parkinson’s works, were known by some residents as ‘The Colony’. We would be interested to
know where this name came from – was it possibly the site of an earlier leprosy hospital?
Very best wishes to you all from my good friend and classmate Hilary Balm (Dye) and myself
Kathleen Boot (Nash)
Moulsham Junior Girls’ School 1951-55

A generous gift

Following an article in our Spring issue of the Newsletter, about school benefactor Mr W C C Turner,
the school was surprised and delighted to receive a very generous donation from a past pupil to help
fund the continuation of the annual Turner Awards at Moulsham Juniors. The donor wishes to remain
anonymous, but can be assured that the Headteacher and staff are tremendously appreciative of this
gift.
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Open Afternoon 19th May 2012
Another lively and enjoyable reunion this year, with many old friends meeting up and several new faces
too, all warmly welcomed to an afternoon at their former Junior School. Special thanks to current
Year 5 pupils, who gave up their Saturday afternoon to provide a splendid first public performance of
their beautiful choral piece, ‘River run deep, river run free’. We are also very grateful to the parents
from FOMS (Friends of Moulsham School) who cheerfully organised and served refreshments
throughout the afternoon. Hilary had baked her usual irresistible selection of cakes, and thank you to
Gill Caton and Diane Lawrence (Woollett) who contributed some additional home-baked delicacies.
Our thanks too for valued assistance with setting up displays and refreshment rooms, serving on the
reception desk and helping out in numerous ways throughout the Open Afternoon. Our helpers this
year included Bob and Angela (Emery) Charlton, Ted Caton, Martyn Edwards, Gill Caton (Edwards),
Brenda Shirley (Sharpe), Norma Clark (French), David Turner & Hugh Balm. Encouraging us all with his
shining example of energy and good humour as usual was former Headteacher Les Kemp.
Because the two Jubilee Holidays were later than the normal end-of-May Bank Holiday, with the
consequent re-scheduling of school and other events, our Open Afternoon was a couple of weeks later
than usual. This meant that some past pupils, normally away at the earlier time, were able to join us
this year, including Selwyn Wheeler and his wife Elaine (nee Ackrill). Others were not able to come on
19th May, mainly because of prior commitments, and we received apologies from Peter Turrall, Monica
Panks (Allen), Elizabeth Dunn (Allen), Adrian Smith, Ted Caton, Diane Lawrence (Woollett), Darrel
Reed, Brian Emmett, Mike & Sue (Rayner) Wilkinson, Marion Lodge (Weston), Doug Fawcett, Brian
Campion, John & Marie (Polley) Cook, Kathleen Duncombe (Thorp), Pam Smith (Thorp), Steve Bewers,
Gus Gowers, Elizabeth Clarke and Pat Rushbrook (Davis). We look forward to seeing many of these
with us again at next year’s Open Afternoon.
Among those attending a reunion at the school for the first time were Margaret Harris (Allen), 1942,
Pauline Loom (Perkins), 1948, Christine Heard (Mitchell), 1952, Mike Bell, 1952-6, and Christine
Pattison, 1951-55, who lived in New London Road when young, and remembered especially the
roundabout, slide and drinking fountain in Oaklands Park, where we all played at weekends. Val Corby
(Rudland) from the same year, brought along a photo and names from 1952/3, which we include on page
10.

Top left: Martyn Edwards and Brenda Shirley
(Sharpe) on the welcome desk
Above: Hilary Balm (centre) with Mick Polley and
Angela Charlton (Emery)
Left: Lisa and Ashley, both parents of current
pupils, helping serve refreshments
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List of past pupils at the Open Afternoon, Saturday 19th May 2012
(Girl pupils’ maiden names have been used where known for ease of reference)

1930s
Tony Barker
Jane Cooper
John Davis
Ray Hatherley
Mollie Hermon
Mary Jiggins
Hazel Morella
John Reed
Malcolm Robinson
Ray Sewell
Peter (Charlie) Smith
Selwyn Wheeler
Margaret White
John Whittle
Eric Woods
1940s
Elaine Ackrill
Margaret Allen
Maureen Bidwell
Ted Caton
Shirley Cooper
Roland Dennison
Pam Denny
Gill Edwards

Martyn Edwards
Barry French
Norma French
Alan Hammond
Una Morella
Doreen Parmenter
Pauline Perkins
Joan Ponsford
Brenda Reed
Jean Saville
Christine Saville
Brenda Sharpe
Michael Smith
Marlene Snowball
David Tarbun
Gordon Thorp
Elizabeth Waring
David Witham

Susan Foreman
Susan Hayden
Paul Huff
Jeff Ingall
Jennifer Ingall
Christine Mitchell
Kathleen Nash
Howard Norman
Hazel Offord
Maureen Osborne
Christine Pattinson
Mick Polley
Dave Porter
Ken Powell
Keith Rawlingson
Valerie Rudland
Robert Warner
Christopher Warner

1950s
Malcolm Banham
Michael Bell
Elizabeth Clarke
Hilary Dye
Angela Emery
Jean Everitt

1960s
Kay de Lima
Susan Jarvis
Bill Lumley
Valerie Page
Elizabeth Warner
Clive Woods

1970s
Emma Balaam
Lisa Balaam
Karen Boutal
Tina Neal
Carol Rayner
Alison Shergold
Sharon Smith
David Turner
Emma Walpole
Yvette Woolfe
1980s
Michelle Adams
Sarah Gipson
Laura Turner
1990s
Kim Chinery
2000s
Reann Ratcliffe
Bethan Ratcliffe

Above left: Three Morella sisters and a friend. From
left, Hazel Derbyshire (Morella), Margaret Harris
(Allen), Una Osmond (Morella), Ann Smith (Morella)

Above right: left, Norma Clark (French), right, Gill
Caton (Edwards), rear, Gordon Thorp
Left: the ‘Wallace Crescent/ Moulsham Chase gang’.
From left, Valerie Marshall (Page), Hilary, Robert
Warner, Liz Neave (Warner), Chris Warner, Sue
Watts (Foreman)
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Above left: Year 5 pupils singing for past pupils at the Open Afternoon
Above right: today’s children playing with ‘Up the houses’ style bricks in the North (‘Boys’ School’) Hall

Peter Turrall, 1938, Life in Widford Village in the 1930s
On 23rd March this year, as part of the 150th anniversary celebrations at
St Mary’s Church in Widford, past pupil Peter Turrall OBE gave a talk on
life in the village over that period. This article is based on extracts from
Peter’s talk. A separate article, on local families and characters in old
Widford, will be included in the Spring 2013 issue of our Newsletter.
Special thanks to Peter for permission to reproduce some of the pictures
he showed during the evening.
“This talk centres on my life in Widford in the early 1930’s, in what was then a small but peaceful
village, just off the main road to London. My parents, Arthur and Blanche Turrall, moved in 1935 into a
brand new property at the bottom of Widford Road, near what is now known as the Tesco roundabout
at the start of Wood Street.
St. Mary’s Church, as it stands today, was
built in 1852 by local benefactor Arthur
Pryor, who owned the now refurbished
Hylands House just a mile away (owned these
days by Chelmsford City Council). Widford
Church of England School was built in 1859
as one room for Infants. In 1894 a larger
room for more senior pupils was built and
paid for by Mr Pryor. The small cottage
known as School House, built in 1843, had
been paid for by the then owner of Hylands,
Mr Attwood. By 1911 the population of
Widford was 355, covering the areas of
Hylands Park, part of Writtle, Waterhouse
Lane, Admiral’s Park and back across the
fields to the Church.

Postcard of St Mary’s Church and School
.
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My brother Michael and I were introduced to the formidable Winifred
Rankin, Headmistress of the small school, early one September morning in
1937. There were two other teachers, Miss Knight and Miss Wood. Our
basic work, on the three R’s, was completed on a slate and something I
later realised was a Chinese abacus. The older class, consisting of less
than twenty pupils from a total of 50, had blackboards, chalk and inkwells.
I thought school was a doddle and often played football at playtime and
after school in the adjacent field.
Misses Rankin, Wood and Knight
A lot of attention was given to dancing and similar activities at school. We celebrated Australia Day,
St George’s Day and Empire Day, with commemorative certificates handed to every pupil. Christmas
was a wonderful time, when all the pupils took a hand at mixing the ingredients for a large Christmas
pudding. This was eventually taken across the road to Mrs Jennings, wife of Artesian well engineer
Henry Jennings, who owned Blue Lyons Farm, which stood where Chandlers the Builders are now. The
pudding was returned cooked and the whole school enjoyed a sumptuous meal with mince pies etc
before breaking up for the holiday. We adjourned to the Church for carol singing and to exchange
Christmas cards and presents for the teachers.
Life in those days was peaceful and quiet. The hustle and bustle and worry about wars was yet to come.
The countryside around Widford was idyllic. In summer, picnics were taken near the school, and in
winter there were sledge rides from the football field over a frozen pond and down to the river Wid.
All young boys were in the Choir, Scouts, Cubs or Football Teams. The girls were in Brownies, Guides or
dancing teams. Hobbies included football, cricket, card swapping, marbles, and hoops. Boys went bird
nesting for eggs and catching white butterflies, which in those days were regarded as a real pest. I
remember winning a prize at the Widford Garden and Allotment Association Show for collecting and
framing most white butterflies.
In July 1938, Widford School closed for the last time, and in September of the same year all the
teachers and those pupils who were not yet fourteen years old transferred to the new Moulsham
School, a mile away on Princes Road. Miss Rankin became Headmistress of Moulsham Junior Girls
School. Widford School was for many years left derelict. Only the adjacent Scout Hut was used,
entered by the school playground, and passing the small cottage rented by school caretaker Mrs Little,
and once she had gone, by the Church Sexton, Mr Billy Bewers.
The Second World War started in 1939 and concrete defence areas were built around the village, but
life in the Church carried on. As a choirboy, I had to attend Wednesday evening choir practice with Mr
William Walter (‘Daddy’) Gardiner, organist and choirmaster, and also a teacher at the new Moulsham
Junior Boys School. Our attendance was required on Sundays at 8-00am Choral Communion as and
when necessary, 11-00am Matins, 2-30pm Sunday School and again at 6-30pm Evensong. We were paid
a quarterly sum of money which was from (new boy) one shilling and sixpence to (top boy) three and
sixpence. Marriages and funerals were extra and we sometimes got two and sixpence each. ‘Daddy’
Gardiner had his whole family in the choir including his wife, two sons and two daughters.
My young brother Michael was a good singer and took many solo parts. He
was auditioned for Kings College Cambridge where my own Grandfather
sang, but the war put a stop to this. I played the harmonium for the
Sunday School, and on rare occasions the organ. ‘Daddy’ Gardiner did not
like other people playing with his toy. Very often we members of the choir
were waiting at the rear of the Church for ‘Daddy’ to arrive, and at almost
6-30pm he would dash in, having left his bicycle a few yards outside the
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Peter and Michael as choirboys

church gate at the White Horse pub. In rushing up to the organ loft he would start playing the wrong
tune for the hymn!

The Rectory

The Rectory, across the churchyard, was OK on a bright
sunny day, but eerie on a deep winter’s evening.
Summer events often took place in the Rectory
grounds, with strawberry teas served with various
sideshows. My Father would walk around with a silk hat
on his head, protected at high level by a tennis net.
People with tennis balls had to try and knock off his hat
to win a coconut or an orange. Young boys deliberately
aimed low and many times my Father yelled as balls
cracked across his legs. Mother was always preparing
flower arrangements or making cakes for the teas.

A lot of parish activities centred on the Church and the Parish Hall, in Widford Road. This road was
known at one time as High Road and was the original Roman Road to London before the Bypass and
Princes Road were built. The Parish Hall, now refurbished and called Widford Village Hall, held the
annual Garden and Allotment Association Flower and Vegetable Shows, in which many villagers took
part. Dances, table tennis, snooker and parties were also held there, and of course the Vestry and
Parochial Church Council meetings. The Parish Hall was conveniently situated right next to the Sir
Evelyn Wood pub, and was naturally the next stop for the parishioners after their various meetings.
During and just after the Second World War, Widford United was the name of the local football team,
playing in the Chelmsford and District League. The original home pitch was the meadow next to the old
school, but later on they moved further down Widford Hall Lane. The team was made up of village
boys and managed by local people, but the President was Mr Bill Matthews, Manager of The Regent
Theatre in Chelmsford and a member of the very famous family of Marionettes. The football team had
mixed success in the league but at least they had the satisfaction of knowing that all their members
lived within the Parish.
After the war, things began to change rapidly. With more cars, the road through the village soon
became congested. Although the arterial road existed, the road through Three Mile Hill was not
suitable for the increased traffic. A new layout was introduced from the Wood Street roundabout to
the top of Three Mile Hill, virtually cutting off the village, which from then on become what can only
be described as dormant. I still feel proud to have been called a villager of Widford, but today I feel
that the village atmosphere has sadly been completely lost.

Left: Widford School dancing group

Right: Main Street in Widford village
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More photos of old Widford
from Peter Turrall’s collection

Clockwise from right:
1. The old café and sweetshop
2. The White Bridge
3. The Good Woman pub
4. The Old White Horse pub
5. The Parish Hall
6. Hylands House, now owned and
maintained by Chelmsford City Council
along with Hylands Park and open to the
public.
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Marcus Knight, 1938, news and recollections
Thank you for the Spring issue of the Newsletter, which I have read with great interest, especially
the article by Peter Moore. Rachel Moore’s letter was good too, and I can confirm that her neighbour,
John Knight, is my son, while his three girls are of course my granddaughters. They all benefitted
from their time at the Junior School, and their mother Karen is a Governor.
Regarding the Diamond Jubilee, I can remember that I was in a day-release class (from English
Electric Valve Co Ltd (EEV) when the teacher was called out, and came back to tell us of the King’s
death. The Coronation was of course the next year, and my biggest memory is the boost that it gave
of sales of the then black/white 405-line sets for TV. In those days a large aerial was needed on the
chimney stack, and this served as a prestige symbol to less affluent neighbours! It was the first big
BBC-TV outside broadcast, using Marconi cameras fitted with EEV Image Orthicon camera tubes.
Maybe my former colleague Peter Turrall can write you a story with more details.
In doing a bit more sorting out of my accumulated paper, I’ve found the enclosed old School Magazines
to add to your archive. [Editor’s note: We are very grateful for these, the 1938-1948 souvenir edition
and the Summer 1961 magazine from when his son John was at school. Extracts from the 1961
magazine are on page 12]
Finally, I was glad to read of Eric and Evelyn Woods’ Diamond Wedding anniversary. You may hear
about several more – all being well next July Margaret and I will celebrate our 60th wedding
anniversary. Margaret was in the Girls’ School, a founder 1938 pupil like me, and became a State
Registered Nurse, a profession that she had to give up when we married, because in those days
married nurses were not allowed!

Anita Endersbee’s birthday party 1952/3

Thank you to Val Corby (Rudland), 1951-55, for this photo of the children at Anita Endersbee’s
birthday party early in the 1950s. Faces she can identify are (from the left):
Back row: Valerie Rudland, Christine Pattinson, twins Valerie and Jennifer Brett, Diana Cowell
Middle row: Anita Endersbee, ?
, Elizabeth Clarke
Front row: Judith Mackman, Keith Endersbee, ? , Margaret Snelling
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Jeff Ingall: photo from 1958

Jeff Ingall, 1955-58, has sent us this picture of student teacher Miss Rayner standing in front of the
new classrooms being built in 1958 to replace the old air raid shelters in the Boys’ School quadrangle.
The photograph was taken from outside Mr Picken’s classroom, by the bell and board.

John Taylor, 1954
My name is John Taylor. I was a pupil at Moulsham Infants and Junior Schools until 1958. I'm now
retired and flit back and forth between houses in the USA and UK, often passing the old alma mater
on Princes Road when at the latter. I enjoy reading the excellent Newsletters, they revive so many
happy memories! I should like to comment on a couple of items in the Spring 2012 edition.
Firstly concerning Mr Turner (page 15). There are two "Galleywood Roads", Chelmsford and Great
Baddow. The houses in both roads originally had identical numbering. I believe it was in the 1960's that
Galleywood Road, Chelmsford, where I lived, had 500 added to all its numbers to eliminate the
confusion. Mr Turner lived with Mrs Mann a few doors from me at 126 Galleywood Road, Chelmsford,
not Gt Baddow. I remember both Mr Turner and Mrs Mann, as neighbours, the number of their house
would now be 626. (Galleywood Road, Chelmsford is a continuation of Wood Street).
Secondly, Peter Moore (page 7) mentions "flares" being used to guide aircraft into Istanbul Airport in
1973. For many years I was an airline pilot and frequently landed at Istanbul en-route to the Middle
and Far East. All airport related lights there were electric by 1968 (my first visit) and have been ever
since. In the event of a total electrical failure traffic would divert (possibly to Eseboga / Ankara, also
electrified by then). Flares would have been far too dangerous and unreliable for such major airports.
I wonder if Peter's view was distorted by the cabin window, or the haze often found in that area from
so many domestic wood fires and vehicle fumes.
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Roy Dale, 1955-59
‘I'm ex Moulsham Junior Boys 1955-1959 (and KEGS 1959-1966) and an avid reader of the Past Pupils
Newsletter (I am a past contributor). The latest edition contained a call from Stephen Jeffers for
news of past friends. I would be delighted to hear news from him and anything he has heard from
Philip Alexander, Stephen Palmer and John Rowland. [Editor’s note: we were pleased to be able to put
Roy in touch with Stephen by email]
On a different note, an edition or so ago, the school at the corner of St John's Road and Mildmay
Road was mentioned. This was St George's School, run by a Miss Stock, in a large house of mockJacobean architecture. I was a pupil there from 1952-1955 - fees were 5 guineas a term as I recall via
my parents. Miss Stock took boys up to age 7 and girls to 15 or so. The older girls helped with the
younger children. One big classroom with a blazing open fire in winter! Very much that ancient
institution, a "dame school".’
Roy also wrote that he believed that his grandfather, Revd S R Laver, Minister of the Baddow Rd
Congregational Church, was a member of the Chelmsford Borough Education Committee who planned
the construction of the new Moulsham Schools, before they were taken over by the Essex Education
Committee under Mr Primmer at Springfield "Dukes". We were able to confirm that Revd Laver is
included on the list of co-opted members of the Borough Education Committee in the printed
programme of the Official Opening of the schools on 21st September 1938. By an amazing coincidence
Hilary had also recently come across a copy of "The History of Baddow Road Congregational Church",
written about 1970, when it was amalgamated with London Road Congregational Church to form the new
Christ Church. This contained the following paragraph in the section on wartime history:
"The Manse in London Road had a near miss from a bomb which was a direct hit on the Mayor's house
opposite, destroying the family. The garden of this house will be the site of Christ Church. Soon after
this incident, the Rev Laver received a call to Tiverton, Devon and in 1940, to the great regret of the
people, they moved and in 1941 the church welcomed Rev & Mrs H G Davis of Halstead. During the gap
in the ministry the military had been in occupation of the Manse."

1961 Mrs J P Roberts is made Mayor of Chelmsford
In the Summer 1961 magazine of Moulsham Junior Boys’ School, which past pupil Marcus Knight has
sent us, is an account of the ceremony at which the then Chairman of Moulsham Governors, Mrs Jean
Roberts, became Mayor of Chelmsford. Pupil John Sanderson, who also received the Turner
Sportsmanship Award that year, wrote the following account for the school magazine:
‘On Friday 26th May, Mr Picken, Andrew Williams and I went to see Ald. Mrs J P Roberts JP made
Mayor of Chelmsford. We went into the Council Chamber and at 7pm. Mr Hay, the Mayor’s Secretary,
called “Stand, please”. The Mayor, the Town Clerk, the Mace Bearer and the Deputy Mayor then
walked in. A vicar said three prayers and then we sat down again. Senior Councillor Wicks then made
a speech proposing Ald. Mrs Roberts as Mayor, and he was seconded by Ald. Mrs Davies. Ald. Mrs
Roberts was then elected Mayor by a unanimous vote. The Mace Bearer and Ald. Mrs Roberts then left
the chamber and returned five minutes later, Ald. Mrs Roberts wearing the Mayor’s robes.
The newly made Mayor then sat down and took an obligation, during which a press photographer took
two photographs. This was followed by a speech of thanks by the Mayor, who also spoke about her
duties for the next year. In this speech she mentioned that the Mayoress was her husband!’

- 12 -

After other appointments, including four Aldermen and chairmen for the various committees, the
Council adjourned at 7.51pm, and John records that ‘we all crowded into the Mayor’s Parlour, where we
enjoyed lemonade, orange, bitter lemon, sausage rolls and sandwiches. At 8.40pm Andrew and I left
the Civic Suite after a very enjoyable evening’.
Commenting on the occasion in his Foreword
to the same magazine, Deputy Headmaster
Mr Harold Picken observed that: ‘All who
know Mrs Roberts are confident that she
will devote all her time and energy to
making a success of this very responsible
and arduous job. To give you some idea of
the work this involves, during the last
twelve months Ald. Thacker, last year’s
Mayor, attended 550 public engagements in
many parts of the county and 92 council or
committee meetings.

Above: Boys’ School Staff 1963 (Mr Picken front row, right)
Back row, from left: Mr John Lyons, Mrs Joy Bome, Mrs Franks,

Front row: Mr Harold Picken, Mrs Poppy Donovan,
Mr Tom Sturgeon (Headmaster), Valerie Tasker, Mr Viv Hodgson
Mr Ron Williams

You are probably wondering why I am telling you about this in the Foreword of a School Magazine, but
do you know that all the work the Mayor and Councillors do is done in their spare time and is done quite
voluntarily, too? The great reward they receive is the happiness which comes from doing something
for the benefit of others. [Editors’ note: these days Mayor and Councillors do receive allowances for
their service]
‘I believe that service to others is an essential to real
happiness. Let your aim all the time be not merely the
attainment of things for yourself, but of power to do good
to other people, for the community. Little good turns of
courtesy and kindness, being helpful and giving without
expecting reward are but a few ways in which you can play
your valuable part, at home and at school, in serving the
community,

Above: Mrs Roberts as Chair of Governors,
planting a tree at Moulsham Infants’ School

A person who serves a community is very much like a good
football player. He does not take the success of his team
for granted. He knows that if each member gives of his
best the result will be a strong and efficient team.’ Mr
Picken, who sadly died in 2001, taught at Moulsham Junior
Boys’ School for over 30 years, starting in 1938. His
comments here are typical of his own strong sense of
service as a teacher.

News from David Gout, 1959-63
I was one of the school leavers in 1963 listed on Page 18 of the Spring Newsletter. Frighteningly I can
remember virtually all the first names of everybody in 4A, although the initials do give me a bit of a
clue. I am still in contact with Peter Duncan and John Sherwood via Facebook, receive a Christmas
card each year from David Miles and had a meal last year at the TM2 with Paul Bayley!
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Ed Andersen, Peter Duncan, Neil Mander, John Sherwood, Nigel Siesage, Barry Webber, Bill Wilson
and I all made it to KEGS and Nigel Siesage even got as far as Oxford. Ed Andersen with whom I
share the same birthday sadly died aged on 21 in a car accident on the M1.
As for what went on in our year, my most painful memory was sliding on ice in the playground and
breaking my wrist (it was the start of the bad winter of 1962-63). Harold Picken, our Form
master, had to take me to Chelmsford and Essex Hospital to have it put in plaster!
I was the vice house captain of the Wrens house (Keith Lovejoy was the captain) and I remember the
others being the Kingfishers, Woodpeckers, Robins and Yellowhammers. I also was the leader of the
school bell ringing team and played recorder in the school orchestra along with Timothy Sturgeon (Bob
Clayton and Paul Nevard played violin).
One of the highlights towards the end of the year was a day trip to London which included a boat trip
along the Thames and a visit to London Zoo. The Thames to the east of Tower Bridge was very
different in those days, as it was still lined by wharves. I remember that part of the trip quite clearly.

Moulsham Junior Boys’ School Choir 1963
This photograph of the Boys’ School choir in July 1963 is from former Headmaster Tom Sturgeon’s
collection. At present we have no names to put to the faces, and would be delighted to hear from
anyone who is able to identify himself or any schoolmates.
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The Misses Skilton, Infant and Junior School teachers
Many of us remember Miss Grace F Skilton, a dedicated and
inspiring music teacher at Moulsham Junior Girls’ School from
1938, when the school opened, until she retired in Summer 1963.
On 23rd July 1963, the school log-book records that: "At our
music festival, a Goblin Teasmade was presented to Miss Skilton
by Mrs Edwards on behalf of the school. After school we had tea
and Mrs Davies presented Miss Skilton with a red travelling case
from the staff and some of the managers". On 25th July was:
"Our music afternoon. Every girl took part and violins played."

Miss G F Skilton with colleague Miss
Barton on a school trip in 1960

In the 1950s, we recall Miss Skilton in charge of the whole school from time to time for hymn
practices. At these, individuals would be ‘selected’ to sing a solo verse of a hymn in morning assembly.
Even today, whenever a congregation sings “All things bright and beautiful”, sadly often at funerals,
Kathleen is still aware that “The tall trees in the greenwood” was “her” verse. Hilary’s hymn was “All
creatures of our God and King”. Her verse began: “Dear Mother Earth who day by day unfoldest
blessings....”. Miss Skilton also trained the school choir for the annual Mid-Essex Music Festival at
the Chelmsford Corn Exchange. This was a competitive event, and we always seemed to come top in
some or all of the categories.

The Moulsham Junior
Girls School choir also
sang at events in the
community,
and
the
photo left shows Miss
Skilton conducting them
at St John’s Hospital
fete in 1955.

At Moulsham Infants’ School, one of the teachers was a Miss I K Skilton, who also joined in 1938. We
don’t know when she left or whether she was related to ‘our’ Miss Skilton. So we were intrigued to
hear recently from Jeff Vincent, who recalled yet another Miss Skilton in his own primary school. He
emailed as follows:
‘In your past pupil newsletter, I've read several references to a Miss G F Skilton, who was there in the
40s and 50s. I was not a pupil at Moulsham, but I knew a Miss Skilton at a junior school in Colchester
from 1970-1974. She lived in Wivenhoe. She would have been approaching 60, and was deputy
headmistress. She played piano in assembly, taught me and dozens of other pupils to play the recorder,
and was keen on natural history and country dancing. She also gave unforgettable lessons about the
Tutankhamen exhibition and Comet Kohoutek in 1972-1973. From the photos I've seen in your
newsletter, it is impossible to say if she is the same teacher I remember with grey hair and a walking
stick. Miss Skilton was quite forbidding, with a dry sense of humour. Her initials on school reports
looked to me like DA rather than GF, but she wrote in a flowing hand that was hard to interpret. A
fine teacher, the one I still remember best.’
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We wonder if any of you can enlighten us about the Misses Skilton and whether they were a whole
family of teachers. From the dates, it seems unlikely that either of our two Moulsham teachers with
this name would have been teaching in Wivenhoe in 1974, but the music connection does suggest a
possible family relationship. A quick search on Google revealed an Alice Maud Skilton, 1880-1980, who
lived in Wivenhoe and wrote a memoir which was deposited with the Essex Record Office in 2006.
When we mentioned all this to Jeff, he replied:
‘I like to think of the Misses Skilton as an army of music/natural history teachers.
I left my Colchester junior school in 1974. One day that year, when we were both retrieving
instruments from a walk-in store cupboard, Miss Skilton said, 'You know where everything is when
you've been teaching in a school for 25 years.' If she meant this literally, she must have arrived in
1959 if it's the same teacher.
I remember seeing the photograph of my Miss Skilton and her mother in the Colchester Evening
Standard when the mother turned 100. 1980 would have been about the right date, as I left town a
year or two later. It is most likely that her mother was Alice Maud whose memoir is in the Essex
Record Office.
Your Miss G F Skilton might have been Grace Florence, 1902-1995; her birth was registered in
Chelmsford, and her death in Braintree. A retirement date of 1963 would be consistent. It might be a
coincidence, but the Essex connection and the longevity of two different Skiltons makes me think they
might be related.’
So, over to our readers! Can anyone solve the puzzle, please?

News in Brief
Welcome to new reader Margaret Martindale-Jones (White), who joined Moulsham Junior Girls’
School in 1938 at the age of 10, another of the first day pupils.
Doug Fawcett, 1938, emailed to say: ‘It is with regret that I have to offer my apologies for my non
appearance at the re-union and I have also been asked by Brian Campion to be included in this apology
also as unfortunately we will both be attending our annual R.A.F. weekend re -union which for the first
time happens to clash with the Moulsham School one. I will be very sorry, for I have not missed since
first joining quite a few years ago now, but we both send our best wishes to all of the many friends
that will I know be there. I sincerely hope that we shall both be able to return to the fold next year.
Brian suggested that I include the attached photo to demonstrate that we are
both still very much alive and well and still enjoying a friendship that has stood
the test of time from our early days many years ago now at Moulsham School.’

From Brian Judd, 1938: ‘Many thanks for the latest "Past Pupils" newsletter. I had read the
Afghanistan piece before realizing that there were two Peter Moores. The one I knew is in the photo
on page 9. At least there seems to have been only one Hugh Piper, and his contribution about events in
2002 was interesting. I was sorry to miss Peter Turrall's talk on March 23: I happened to be in
England at that time on my way to Oxford for a class reunion. It was good to know, however, that his
contribution to Widford and Chelmsford continues. His book "Chelmsford" is superb.’
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From Margaret Atkinson (Eves), 1947: ‘Yesterday, I met up with a former pupil, Eira Phillips now
Corbett. She and her sister Janice lived in Hamlet Road. Later, early teens I expect, when we both
attended Baddow Road Congregational Church, we joined Pilots and after the mid week meeting we
would rush home to her house to listen to "Journey into Space" after which I would pedal frantically
up Longstomps scared to get off my bike just in case some creature from outer space got me. We had
such freedom then.’
David Reade, 1947, writes from Bangkok: ‘It is so agreeable to hear the latest news. Because
of Moulsham, my early schooldays were very happy.’
Sandra Ellis (Flexman), early 1950s, emailed to say: ‘Thank you so much for the newsletter. I read,
with pleasure, Dina Smith (Fallows)’ article. She was my friend during my short stay at MJS. I wonder

if she remembers me going to her house and typing on the first typewriter I had ever seen?
afraid I'll be in Dubrovnik on 19th May but have marked 2nd October in my diary.’

I'm

Jenny Pickles (Hann), 1951-55, writes from Australia: ‘Winter is still with us here, but the bush is
ablaze with spring flowers, so warmer weather must be round the corner. Reading the article by Dinah
(Fallows) in the Spring Newsletter reminded me of the American pupil who was with us for maybe just
our final year with Mrs Curtis? She was Linda Myers, and she had a sister called Marcia she used to
talk about often. Do we have a list of everyone in our class for that year?’ [Editor’s note: we don’t, but
will try to put one together]
We look forward to meeting Chris Conway, 1953-57, at next year’s Open Afternoon. Chris, who works
for First Aid Medics in Australia, writes:’ Right now my people are doing everything possible to
organise my schedules so that I can be in UK next year so that I can attend the reunion on Saturday
4th May………..Spring time in Europe……wow!’
We are pleased to be in touch again with Paul Andrews, 1953-57, who has recently retired to Suffolk
and likes to pass on his copies of the Newsletter to other Moulsham friends. He was at both the
Junior and Senior Schools, and has many happy memories. His older brother Ken, 1945-49, sadly died
in 2007, as reported in our Summer Newsletter that year. His sister Lynda, another Moulsham pupil,
lives in South Africa, but is currently visiting Paul, and he is sure she too will enjoy reading this
Newsletter.
Good to hear from new contact Ann Weathersby (Twitchett), who writes: ‘I attended Moulsham
Juniors between 1955 and 1959. I have some photographs which I found recently of a group of us who
played violin in Mr Giddy's class standing outside the church which used to be next to the stone bridge
in Chelmsford High Street. I can't remember exactly what the occasion was but it was a performance
with various school choirs and us violinists. I'll see if I've got any other photos. When I get chance
I'll write something although I can't remember that much about my time in the Juniors. I saw in the
last newsletter someone had mentioned Moulsham Drive, which is where my brother Alan and I lived. It
is a long road and we lived at Oaklands Park end.’
Some of you may remember another new contact, Wendy Beasley (nee Morgan), the ‘new girl from
Brighton’ who recalls: ‘I was a pupil at Moulsham Junior Girls’ School for two years between 1958 and
1960 before moving up to the Secondary School. I remember the "houses" which were little plots the
children could have on the pavement both sides leading up to the back gates. I am not sure if anyone
else remembers these but if you were lucky enough to have a "house" you could mark the perimeter
with bricks or stones and bring all sorts of homely things to put in it. Everyone who I have told about
this since thinks I have imagined it but although I do not remember much else about my 2 years at the
Junior School, I do remember the "houses" and wonder if anyone else does.’

- 17 -

We know of several girls, including your editors, who remember playing “up the houses”, and would be
interested to know if anyone remembers how and when that paved area was first used for the “houses”
and when it was eventually cleared. Do please let us know.
Many thanks to Barrie Stevens, 1959, who writes: ‘I have bound all the copies of the Newsletter to
date and deposited them with the British Library. It will be some months before they appear on the
catalogue. I have used laser toner on acid free paper to standard ISO 9706 which is known as
"permanent paper" bearing the Infinity Mark. This paper is said to have a shelf life of 200 years under
controlled archival conditions such as maintained by the British Library. Most ordinary paper has a life
of 30-40 years before the chemicals used in its manufacture plus the wood acid lignin cause the paper
to yellow and then crumble. If you have left copies with the Essex Record Office and not used ISO
9706 paper then the newsletters will be gone after 50 years! If you get on the British Library
website and enter my name (Barrie Stevens) in the database/catalogue then you will see my own work
deposited there.’ We are grateful to Barrie for arranging this on behalf of present and future past
pupils.

Obituaries
William Harris. 1938
We mentioned in the Spring Newsletter that Bill Harris had sadly died on 19th August 2011. Thank you
to his sister Daphne, who has kindly sent us these additional details of his life and achievements:
‘Billie, as he was known by his family and school friends, was in the group of children to enter Moulsham
School when it first opened. He subsequently became Head Boy of the Senior School and went on to
become a design engineer after being apprenticed at Marconi’s, serving in the RAF and then working at
Plesseys and for the majority of his working life at Fords Research Centre at Aveley and Dunton as a
Design Engineer. He leaves a widow Beryl and a son Julian. He was a very kind, loving family ‘gentle’
man and is very much missed by us all.’
Peter Stanley Smith, 1938
Another sad loss this year is that of Peter Smith, a keen supporter of Moulsham past pupils’ activities,
who attended his first Open Afternoon in May 2001. As one of the first-day pupils at Moulsham
Junior Boys’ School, Peter recalled in our Summer 2001 Newsletter that: ‘I was one of several
transferred, in 1938, from St John’s School – a Victorian building with windows well out of reach of
most boys and offering no glimpse of the outside world to distract our enquiring minds. Moving to
Moulsham School gave us all the nicest possible culture shock. Bright, airy classrooms with virgin
desks (not a scratch on them) and huge windows, offering wonderful views, although on a hot summer’s
day, with no blinds, it was difficult to avoid sunstroke. I lived near to St John’s Church and had to
walk to school up Moulsham Street, through Oaklands Park and along Princes Road. In those days, it
seemed to me that summers were very hot and winters very cold. On an icy winter’s day the journey to
school presented many opportunities to play on the many slides. I particularly remember short
trousers, wellington boots and chapped legs – I didn’t go into ‘long-uns’ until I was nearly fourteen.’
Peter’s nephew Steve Bewers, another past pupil, tells us: ‘After
attending Moulsham Junior and Secondary schools, Peter left school in
1946 and joined the Treasurer’s department of Chelmsford Borough
Council. He remained there throughout his working life, achieving the
position of Chief Rating Officer by the time he retired in 1992, having
given 46 years’ service.
Peter at school in 1939, with Ovaltiney badge
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When Peter’s mother died in 1946, he moved in with his sister Norah and her family in Moulsham Drive,
and in 1952, went to live with his sister, Rene, and her husband, first in Upper Bridge Road and, later,
in Exmoor Close, where he remained for the rest of his life. Peter was a close member of the family,
more of a brother than an uncle to Rene’s children, Lynda and Steve Bewers.
‘Peter’s first car was a Sunbeam Talbot coupe’, Steve reports. ‘One family memory is of Peter driving
this car in the annual Chelmsford Carnival procession with some very glamorous ‘Society’ girls draped
across the back seat. Christmas was always a fun time with Peter. He loved to fill the house with
decorations and presents and always made it a magical festival. He similarly decorated the office at
the Council, to the joy of staff and visitors. He was also a great Royalist and went to London in
February 1952 to view the lying in state of the King George VI. A few years ago, he was invited to a
Buckingham Palace garden party and took his sister, Norah, as his guest.
‘Peter’s life was filled with amateur dramatics, the Scouts, civic activities, school governorship and,
more recently, the formation of Chelmsford Young Generation to provide opportunities for young
people to remain involved in amateur dramatics. His great love and interest throughout his life, apart
from family, was the Chelmsford Amateur Operatic & Dramatic Society (CAODS). He joined CAODS
in 1948 when they were regularly producing shows at the Regent Theatre. Peter recalled this as a
lovely theatre, decorated in a Roccoco style in Wedgwood blue, white and gold, with a large balcony and
boxes either side of the stage, which was decorated with cherubs. However, backstage things were
not so grand. The conditions were cramped and very dusty. But in Peter’s words, ‘It had atmosphere!’
At Peter’s funeral on 28th May 2012, his friend and colleague Patrick Tucker outlined some of the
highlights of Peter’s work with CAODS and young people, his 20 years with 1st Chelmsford gang show at
Hoffman’s Hall, and service as District Scout Secretary from 1973 to ’76. He described how, through
his love of theatre, Peter soon started to play minor roles both singing and acting, and before long
major roles too. In 1968, CAODS performed one of the earliest amateur versions of Oliver, which
attracted over 90 children to audition. Peter’s thought was what would happen afterwards - these
kids would go away with nothing to do. So he and Stan Parsons, then Chairman of CAODS, decided it
was a golden opportunity to keep them interested by forming a CAODS youth group, later to become
independent under the title of Chelmsford Young Generation, which has become a fantastic legacy and
tribute to them both.
Among Peter’s leading roles over the years were Fagin in Oliver; Kipps in Half a Sixpence; Colonel
Pickering in My Fair Lady, and A Funny Thing Happened on the way to the Forum, for which he won the
award for best supporting actor at the Waterford International Music Festival. Patrick said that
working with Peter was “An education in how to be brilliantly funny with no effort. Just pure natural
talent and timing”, adding that he “would sum Peter up in these few sentences: He was always totally
honest in his comments. He said nothing to the wrong people. He told the truth to the right people.
He always meant every word he said. He was a real gentleman in both looks and behaviour.”
Later on, Peter became the primary carer of his sister, Rene and, similarly, looked after Norah for
several years. He was selfless in his care and compassion for his family. His nephew Steve tells us
that: ‘When he was at school, Peter recalls that, every morning in assembly, the Headmaster recited
‘The King’s Speech’, given by King George V at his Jubilee in 1936. It went as follows: ‘To the children
I would like to send a special message. Let me say to each of them whom these words may reach – The
King is speaking to you. I ask you to remember that in the days to come you will be citizens of a great
empire. As you grow up always keep this thought before you; and when the time comers, be ready and
proud to give to your Country the service of your work, your mind and your heart.’
As Steve so rightly observes, “This last phrase epitomises Peter’s life.”
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Michael Wilkinson, 1945-50 We are also very sad to hear of the death of Mike Wilkinson in early
July. We send our condolences to his wife Sue, nee Rayner, also a past pupil from 1948, and their
children.
James Kerr Adam, 1939
More sad news, this time from Mrs Adam, telling us that her husband James
Kerr Adam had died on 15th June this year. Mrs Adam wanted us to know that
James, who was a pupil at the school in the 1930s, enjoyed coming to the
reunions and receiving the newsletters. We send our condolences to Mrs Adam
and the family.

James at school in 1939

Jennifer Perry (Leeks), 1948-49
We send our condolences also to David Perry on the death of his wife Jennifer, nee Leeks, who died on
2nd July after a short final illness at the age of 74. David tells that ‘her Moulsham Junior years would
have been 1945-1949, but she did not actually start until 1948. We were at the first reunion event,
but poor health prevented attendance at any others. Thanks for sending the magazine which she
always found interesting.’

School website
Copies of this and earlier issues of the newsletter, containing memories and photos from many other
former members of Moulsham Junior School, are on the past pupils’ page of the school website:
www.moulsham-jun.essex.sch.uk/index.htm
The photos in the website version are in colour where
appropriate, and the current issue includes additional photos of old Widford for which there was no
room in the paper copy.
Data protection legislation
Please note that for the purpose of compiling the Past Pupils’ mailing list, and for no other purpose
whatsoever, your name and address is being held as a computer record. If for any reason you object
to this, would you please inform us immediately in writing. Unless we hear from you, your consent is
assumed.
The views expressed by individual contributors in the newsletter are not necessarily those of the
Head Teacher, School Governors or Editors.
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