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School News from Headteacher Mrs Linda Hughes
We all arrived back in September ready to face another busy and jam packed new school year. As
usual, the children looked smart and ready to begin their new term in a new year and classroom, but
there was one major difference.
During the holiday, the reception area and administration block were remodelled. It is always sad
when part of a building which has remained the same for many years has to be changed, but times and
needs change. Since my arrival at the school, I have been concerned by the lack of security at the
reception area for both the children and staff, and also for the poor working conditions for the
administration staff. The remodelled area protects both the children and staff and gives them bright,
spacious and pleasant areas to work and also increased IT facilities. Everyone, including the children,
are delighted with the finished product, and I hope you think so too when you next come to visit the
school.
On Thursday 8th October fifty children, two teachers and I visited our friends at the Japanese School
in London. We had a lovely day, the children met their individual friends and joined them in class
where they learned to write their name using Japanese calligraphy. They then took part in some
‘sports day’ activities such as ‘tug of war’ and a kind of basketball team game played with bean bags.
Everyone enjoyed themselves and were ready for their lunch! After lunch, Moulsham children had a
shock! They were presented with mops, buckets and brooms and dusters and were told to clean the
school! This happens every day. Our children quite enjoyed it, but I’m not sure if they would like to do
it every day, although it is a way of saving money, of course!
We are just completing a major overhaul of the school’s website and the new one will be launched
during the week of 2nd November. Do look it up, we’re aiming to update it on a regular basis, so if you
like to see what’s going on at Moulsham this gives that opportunity.
I look forward to seeing you all once again at
the Past Pupils Reunion in the summer term.

Moulsham
Junior
School
October
2009

Greetings from Hilary and Kathleen
Many thanks to all who have sent in news, articles and photos for this Newsletter, and especially to
former teachers Mrs Pam Greenwood and Mrs Janet Allan for valuable contributions relating to their
time at Moulsham at widely spaced intervals. Thanks also to Gerry Etherington for keeping the
address list and labels up to date, to Jacqui Tyler and the school office team for their valued support,
and to all those who help deliver Newsletters by hand in their local areas.
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Please do keep sending your recollections, photos and news for the next Newsletter to Kathleen by
email at kathleen.boot@tiscali.co.uk or by post to 1A Vicarage Road, Chelmsford, CM2 9PG. We look
forward to hearing from more and more of you. Meanwhile, our very best wishes to you all.

2010 reunion

A date for your diaries: the 2010 Open Afternoon for Past Pupils will be held at the school on
Saturday 8th May, 1-4pm, so do come along and bring your Moulsham friends. Refreshments,
entertainment by current pupils, and an opportunity to see your former classrooms and our growing
collection of photos and memorabilia.

Past Pupils’ Open Afternoon, 16th May 2009
Once again, we were delighted to welcome past pupils from 1938 to very recent times, and from
various points of the compass. Among the 113 or so who signed in (not counting spouses, other family
members and friends), were former teacher Brian Poole and past pupils from Essex, Herts,
Oxfordshire, Devon, and even further afield. It was great to see Doug Fawcett once again, coming all
the way from Wales, and Mel Rawlingson over on another visit from Australia. Among the many new
faces were John Ratcliff’s sister, Margaret (at Moulsham Junior Girls’ from 1946), who met her
cousin Julie Lodge, nee Shipman, 1945, at the Open Afternoon for the first time in some 60 years!
John and Margaret’s mother, Mrs Caroline Ratcliff, now in her 90s and not a past pupil herself, was
also with us, and remembered so many local families and Chelmsford events. At the other end of the
age-range, we were pleased to welcome pupils who left Moulsham Juniors as recently as the early
2000s.
Thank you again this year to former Head Les Kemp, whose amazing energy and cheerful enthusiasm
contributed enormously to the occasion. We are also very grateful to Peter Turrall and Adrian Smith
for manning the welcome desk, to Friends of Moulsham School Sam Shipman, Gaynor Copsey and
Clare Stackwood-Smith for helping serve teas, school caretaker Steve Eastham for helping us set up
the displays, Pat Rushbrook (Davis) for bringing along memorabilia, current pupils for entertaining us
with singing, line dancing and Tudor dancing, and Jacqui Tyler and her colleagues in the school office
for printing the programme and supporting us throughout.
We are grateful to those who brought along photos and shared their memories of Moulsham Juniors
with us. In response to the music article in the Spring Newsletter. Julie Lodge (Shipman) has kindly
lent us her 1950 vinyl 78rpm record of the Junior Girls’ School choir singing four delightful songs,
which we now hope to have transferred to CD. Peter Eves, 1938, recalled his former classmate
Arthur Cornell, whose obituary appeared in the Spring 2009 Newsletter – some 40 years after leaving
school, he had met Arthur going into the Public Library one day, and they recognised each other!
Apologies from those unable to be at the open Afternoon this year included messages from Ted Caton,
who was unwell at that time, Mike Bell, Norman Kerridge, and Howard Norman. David Tarbun was
also sorry to miss the occasion, and asks us to tell “Arthur Humphrey or any other folks that
remember me that I will try to get along next time as I am keen to get to a reunion”. Tim Biglin sends
his regards “to anyone who might remember me”. Anne Waters. 1963-4, writes: “I would love to come
down, and I plan to one of these days - possibly when I've retired as life is quite hectic (though I
gather it can be just as hectic in retirement - but the nice thing is you can be busy doing what you
want rather than what other people want you to do!). My old school friend Sue Hawkes (now Davis)
may be there and I can rely on her to pass on any news! Hope it will go well and I look forward to
reading about it in the Newsletter.”
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Past pupils at the Open Afternoon May 2009

As before, we have used maiden names where known for the girls, and apologise to anyone we may
inadvertently have omitted or mis-spelt.
1938/9
Reg Baldwin
Gordon Bennett
Mollie Bloomfield
Gladys Brown
Brian Campion
Vivienne Daniels
Peter Eves
Doug Fawcett
Joan Porter
Jean Rayner
Florence Reed
Joan Reed
John Reed
Malcolm Robinson
Ray Sewell
Peter Charles Smith
Peter Smith
Peter Turrall
Jean Whittle
John Whittle
Eric Woods
1940s
Daphne Absalom
Joan Atkins
Gillian Betts
Peter Betts
Maureen Bidwell
John Bloomfield

Suzanne Bulbeck
Geoff Chivas
John Cook
Shirley Cooper
Roland Dennison
Martyn Edwards
Angus Fleming
Pauline Gandy
Gus Gowers
Daphne Hall
Alan Hammond
Arthur Humphrey
Brian Jiggins
Beryl Janes
Dorothy Jolly
Ivy Jolly
Marie Martin
Judith Mills
Eileen Perkin
Jean Perkin
Hugh Piper
Marigold Polley
Margaret Ratcliff
John Ratcliff
Mel Rawlingson
Sylvia Rawlingson
Darrel Reed
M J Rogers
Brenda Sharpe
Julie Shipman

Wendy Shipman
Alan Smith
Don Smith
Michael Smith
Marlene Snowball
Audrey Spellar
Elizabeth Waring
Derek Weston
David Witham
1950s
Bill Bateman
Barbara Blomfield
Elizabeth Clarke
Pat Davis
June Day
Hilary Dye
Francis Evans
Graham Evans
Sue Hayden
Pat Howard
Christine Jolly
Bob Johns
Vic King
Kathleen Nash
Hazel Offord
Mick Polley
Keith Rawlingson
Chris Warner
Marion Weston

Above, Peter Turrall and Adrian Smith at the
welcome desk. Right, 1939 school pictures of
Ray Sewell and Vivienne ( Bennett)Daniels, which
they brought along to the Open Afternoon.
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1960s
Susan Jarvis
Martin Lee
Bill Lumley
Barry Prockter
Diana Rawlingson
1970s
Sarah Gipson
Marion Kettle
Luci Newison
Alistair Piper
Tom Piper
Jeff Porter
David Turner
2000s
Connie Taylor
Adam Townsend
Jack Welch
Former staff
Les Kemp
Brian Poole

Peter Charles Smith, 1939
This picture, taken by Peter Turrall, shows Peter “Charlie” Smith, 1938 pupil, at the Open Afternoon,
proudly displaying the Chelmsford City Clubman of the Year shield and trophy presented to him this
year in recognition for all the voluntary work he does on behalf of the club. The trophy is his to keep,
and the Brian Butcher Memorial Shield remains with him throughout the coming year.
Peter has written before in various editions of the
Newsletter about his adventures in drama and
concert party entertainment, his time with the
Eastern National Omnibus Company, and finding in
the Cooperative store-room, where he then
worked, a silver cup which went on to be used as a
trophy for the Chelmsford Sunday Football League.
This time he recalls joining the Chelmsford depot
of Alfred Button and Sons, a regional delivery firm
with a fleet of some 200-250 vehicles in the
1950s. He worked there as a van boy (and later
floor foreman) from age 16 for 6½ years, which he
describes as ‘the best days of my working life’. On
the occasion of his 21st Birthday, he received a
golden key and presentation pen from his
workmates, one of whom was fellow Moulsham
schoolmate Bert Digby, whose obituary we sadly
include on page 23.
Peter is a faithful attender of our Past Pupils’ Open Afternoons and also enjoys reading the
Newsletter. He was delighted to discover, when giving a talk on his wartime and Central Youth Club
experiences at the Kathy Mapes Age Concern Centre near Chelmsford Cathedral in early April this
year, that a group of visiting schoolchildren listening in to his talk were current Moulsham pupils,
probably from Moulsham High School, which he himself attended until school leaving age (14) in the
days when it was Moulsham Senior Boys’ School.

John Reed, 1938: Moulsham Hall
In the Spring 2009 Newsletter, Martin Robb raised the question of the location of Moulsham Hall in
relation to the Moulsham Junior School site. John Reed, 1938, has sent us the following information,
and brought along an interesting display with maps for the Open Afternoon:
“Some years ago, this subject was of interest to me, and I decided to investigate. I obtained a copy
of an ancient map dated 1591, showing the original Moulsham Hall with its boundaries and the
surrounding area, and determined various datum points which still exist, in particular the Stone Bridge
in the High Street and Moulsham Mill. I measured the distances on the map from these to the centre
of the Hall, converting “perches” to “feet”. Then, using a modern map from about 1940, and plotting
coordinates from the known datum points, the position of the original Moulsham Hall could be
established. The result was finally checked using an “overlay” arrangement. This showed that the
major part of Moulsham Hall was on the other side of Princes Road, an area now crossed by the new
road called Fortinbras Way and Moulsham Drive. I am assuming that the later Moulsham Hall was built
on the site of the original.

-5-

As a matter of interest, a few years ago, before Fortinbras Way was built, an archaeological
excavation of the area was made which exposed footings of a building. The archaeologists involved
were not interested in my findings! About the time I was doing my investigations, an old friend of
mine, John (Jack) Matthews, now deceased, had spent years writing a book about the Chelmsford area.
When I spoke to him about my efforts, he wrote a long article about Moulsham Hall and gives me a
mention. His article is not for publication, but I am willing to show it to interested persons.”

Left: John Reed’s map indicating the
calculated position of Moulsham Hall in
relation to the present Moulsham Schools
Above: John’s display of maps, pictures and
texts at the 2009 Open Afternoon. (Photo
from Peter Turrall)

More pictures from the Open Afternoon

Above, left: Cousins reunited – Wendy Mason (Shipman),
1948, Mrs Ratcliff, Julie Lodge (Shipman), 1945,
Margaret May (Ratcliff), 1946. Right: helping serve teas
– Friends of Moulsham School Sam Shipman, Gaynor
Copsey and Clare Stackwood-Smith.
Left: past pupils Judith Mills, 1947 and June Cooper
(Day), 1952. Photos from Hilary Balm (Dye)

-6-

School Fete, 4th July 2009
Once again, Hilary and Kathleen, together with Ted Caton, manned a Past Pupils’ table at the Summer
Fete, and spent a lively afternoon chatting with many of those attending. Thank you to all who were
able to add further names to group photos, and/or tell us about members of their families who had
been at Moulsham Juniors over the years. Among those we met or heard of at the fete were: Robert
Miller, 1973-77; Robert McCartney, 1977-81; Debbie Lewis; Michelle Jarvis; Victor Smith, ?late
1940s; Dawn Elswood (Quartermain), 1973-77; Mr B Wade, 1944-48; Ann Louise Browning
(Brighton), 1979-83; Carolyn Pillar (Hutchins), in Mrs Bragg’s class 1979-80; and Mike Tedman, 196872. Magdelene Bevans, who recognised herself in the 1979-80 photo of Mrs Foulger’s class, recalled
that her other Junior School teachers were Mrs Healy, Mrs Donovan and Mr Day. Several members of
her family had attended the school, including her mother, Mary McGregor, a brother and a sister.
The family lived in Widford Chase, near their fellow schoolmates the Hadlows.

1951-55 reunions during summer 2009
This summer, knowing that Jenny Pickles (Hann) would once again be over from her home in Australia,
Hilary Balm (Dye) arranged for several groups of our 1951-55 Moulsham Junior Girls’ class to meet up,
once at the Open Afternoon, twice for lunches at The Crown in Sandon, and later on for a coffee
morning. Different girls were able to attend on each occasion, and we had a most enjoyable time
catching up and reminiscing. The photo below, left, shows Hazel Offord, Sue Hayden, Elizabeth
Clarke, Marion Weston and Hilary Dye (all maiden names) having tea at the school Open Afternoon.
The other picture, taken by the waitress at Sandon, captures (from left to right): Jenny Hann, Pauline
Tarbun, Judy Everard, Kathleen, Hilary, Elizabeth Clarke, Val Rudland, Angela Brown and Janet Bullock
(maiden names again). On another occasions, classmate Jennifer Bohannon was able to join us. We are
still hoping to track down others from our Junior School class, and invite them to meet us next year.
Do get in touch if you were with us in 1951-55 – we would love to hear from you!

Thank you to Pauline Griffin (Tarbun)
for this further picture of the 1955
choir, left, including many of our class,
singing at the St John’s Hospital Fete
under the direction of music teacher
Miss Skilton. Two earlier photos of
this event appeared on page 8 of the
Autumn 2006 Newsletter, with the
names of those we could identify.
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Christmas concert 1953
Among our collection of programmes for concerts, plays and pageants at Moulsham Junior Boys’ School,
is one for a Christmas Concert, held at 7.15pm in the school hall on Wednesday 16th December 1953.
It began with God Save the Queen, 2 groups of 3 carols, sung by the choir, and then a Pantomime.
Many of you may recognise names. If you recall the occasion or have any pictures, we would love to
hear from you.
THE CHRISTMAS CHOIR, under the direction of Mr.R.G.Hymas:

B.Bishop, B.Dowsett, M.Gridley, D.Hatch, M.Jacobs, J.Marsh, A.Porter, K.Skilton, A.Robinson, D.Tumer, M.Gandy,
R.Lund and M.Pearce. SOLOISTS: W.Bateman, J.Clark, S.Collard, G.Potter, D.Tripp, A.White, R.Faint and
M.Langton. RECORDERS: P.Davis, G.Frost and N.Roche.

PANTOMIME: THE OLD WOMAN WHO LIVED IN A SHOE:
The Old Woman
The Mayor
The Bailiff
The Butcher
The Pied Piper
Ivor Hunch
The King of the Castle
Jack and Jill
Mary (quite contrary)
Tommy Tucker
Jack Horner
Little Bo-Peep
Humpty-Dumpty
Tom, the Piper's son
Simple Simon
Little Boy Blue
Georgie porgie
Little Miss Muffet
Wee Willie Winkie
Lucy Locket
All the King's Soldiers

Robert Hazell.
David Barnes.
Keith Cooper.
Michael Bolger.
Richard Hymas.
Peter Gunnell.
Peter Church.
Peter Houchins and Keith Rawlingson.
Derrick Bates.
John Holwill.
Michael Candler.
Bernard Edwards.
Gerald Allen.
Robert Oakley.
David Stock.
John Webb.
David Eyre.
Jeffrey Ellis.
Paul Watson.
Christopher Raven.

Trevor Davies, Barry Claydon, Malcolm Cowell, Andrew Forster.

Words by Mr.V.Hodgson. Music by Mr.A.B.Rhodes. Produced by Mr.H.J.Picken.
Costumes: Mrs.G.L.French and Mrs.J.R.Moses. Scenery and Effects: Mr.R.R.Lambert.

Winning football team 1952/53
Thank you to Mick
Polley, 1950-54, for
adding to our collection
of winning football
teams with this photo
from 1953. He
apologises for the folds
and crumples, but it is
still possible to make
out the faces of most
of the team, with
teacher Mr Gardiner.
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Howard Norman, 1954-58
I did not attend Mou1sham Infants as I went to Friars School in the centre of Chelmsford, where the
headmistress was Miss Amey. I lived in Writtle Road, so to reach Moulsham Junior Boys’ School I had
a trip along Elm Road, Finchley Avenue, Vicarage Road and Princes Road. Oaklands Park was en-route
and provided many interesting diversions.
My first class teacher at Moulsham Juniors was Mrs French, whose classroom was on the south side of
the quadrangle, adjacent to the girls’ school. I remember her as a very good but strict teacher who
insisted on us learning our time tables by rote. She would select pupils at random once we had parroted
the complete table as a group, and fire questions at individual members of the class! So having got
through the seven times tables with a sigh of relief it would be, "OK Howard will you tell us what seven
nines are?" We were all fluent in our times tables when we moved on from her class. I remember Mrs
French once referring to the Dan Dare comics, saying not to take seriously all this nonsense about
rocket ships and man landing on the moon as it would never happen, at least not in our lifetime! I
remember thinking back to her at the time of the moon landings in 1969! She was a much grounded
lady with definite opinions and she instilled great confidence in her students.
Mrs Moses was my next class teacher, but my recollections are a little hazy. Her classroom was on the
east side of the quad, alongside the playground. I do remember Mr Gardiner - a very talented man and
a fully committed music teacher. I used to sing in the Widford Church (St Mary's) choir, where he was
the organist. There was always something musical going on at Moulsham Juniors, from school assembly
to the remarkable pageants and music festivals that the school participated in. I enjoyed the privilege
and pleasure of being involved in most of these.
I recollect the prefabricated buildings to the north of the Infants’ School, These were used as
canteens for school lunch. .. semolina pudding and well done greens (ugh!) together with the associated
smell! One of these canteen buildings was my classroom when Mr Hodgson was my form teacher. I
enjoyed immensely the time in his class, he had a tremendous sense of humour.
The air raid shelters alongside the north side of the school housed the sports equipment including
cricket paraphernalia. I remember Mr James, who was keen on football, rugby and cricket. He spent a
lot of time coaching me as a passable wicket keeper in the school cricket team. We played other
schools with varying degrees of success. This contact fostered the love of cricket I have to this day.
Mr Petchey was headmaster for most of my time at Moulsham Juniors, and a most impressive man. I
remember, as I know others do, standing outside the classroom in the quad area having been sent out
for some misdemeanour, praying that he did not happen to come along. More often than not he did,
and instant and unmitigated justice was administered in the form of a slap to the back of your knees,
hugely painful. You were then sent back into the classroom, eyes watering but refusing to cry and lose
face! Can you believe this used to happen fairly regularly? We never learned! On Fridays when I was
in Mr Gardiner’s form, Mr Petchey would come in and take the class for the last half of the afternoon
and tell the story of David Copperfield, completely off the top of his head without reference to any
book. This took place over several weeks and we all looked forward to it, listening spellbound.
The boys’ hall had parquet flooring and the wooden honours boards. Here nativity and other plays were
put on with great enthusiasm and I went on to take part in several amateur dramatic productions as a
result of my experiences at the school. I remember one boy particularly, Michael Eyers, as a prefect
and school sports captain. He was blond, blue eyed with fair curly hair, and good at all the things I
aspired to be but wasn't. Where are you now Michael? In the final year I nearly managed to get
enough votes to be voted house sports vice captain. Oh well.
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In my final year I was in Mr Picken’s class and seemed to end up in number of scrapes (nothing serious)
which meant I met the new headmaster Tom Sturgeon rather more often than I ought. After I left
full time education I worked for Marconi Marine at Westway, Chelmsford, and after this forged a
career in the Police Force. Many years later, as a police Traffic Sergeant I was on motor patrol in
Springfield Road Chelmsford when I had occasion to stop a car to speak to the driver for speeding.
Perhaps you are ahead of me at this stage. Yes, it was Tom Sturgeon! It was good to see him again
and have a chat; he did say he remembered me; however I'm not sure I can count this as a plus! Of
course he escaped the speeding "ticket". As I remember his son David joined Essex Police at least for
a while, I'm not sure if he stayed with that career or if he transferred forces.
More recently I was looking back to the Summer 2005 Newsletter which covered Mr Petchey’s
farewell pageant of 1956 and saw a list of pupils for the complete school. What an incredible blast
from the past! I feature in Standard IIA along with my best mate Derek Lamb who lives now in
Hailsham but at the time lived in Writtle Road, as did John Parish and the Spencer twins whose
father owned/ran the Pope & Smith sports shops in Chelmsford. (If I was very lucky I would be given a
lift to school in the family Humber Super Snipe... with running boards... wow!), Barrie Buckley who
lived on Westlands Estate, and Michael Reynolds who was a close friend of mine and became a police
officer stationed in the Chelmsford Division. He subsequently left to follow a calling in the ministry
and was a priest somewhere 'up country'. I have unfortunately lost touch with him. There are other
names that are familiar but with whom I lost contact. What amazing memories these newsletters
evoke.
I remember Mr Hymas and many years later I moved to St John’s Avenue a few doors from where he
had lived (small world). I'm sure many pupils remember the drinking fountains and the huge circular
wash basins to the rear of the boy's hall. These together with the outside toilets leading to the
playground - freezing in winter! - and the numerous clothes pegs in the cloakroom that seemed to go on
for ever but on return years later seemed so small.
So many other memories: of student teachers fresh from college, of games of flickers (cigarette
cards) and marbles in the playground in summer and at the back of the classrooms in winter. The
inevitable games of 'conkers' in the playground until the teachers got fed up with the piles of detritus
everywhere and banned the proceedings. I remember with affection Mr WCC Turner, who was always
introduced as a friend of the school and gave riveting talks to classes - always interesting and much
sought out at playtime to continue the discussion. After he left, the whole class would write individual
'thank you' letters and do you know, he always replied individually, to each and every pupil.
Both my two children attended Moulsham Juniors at various stages. My daughter now has a family of
her own and lives in Suffolk. However my son lives in Chelmsford so maybe another generation from
the Norman household will attend Moulsham - who knows?
After I left, I went on to Broomfield Secondary Modern School, (now Chelmer Valley High) the only
pupil from Moulsham Juniors to go there. It was lonely at first but soon found my feet and enjoyed my
time there immensely. After that I followed my chosen career with Essex Police and the lessons,
standards of respect and discipline learned at Moulsham stood me in good stead. I have every reason
to be grateful to the headmasters and staff for the total and well rounded education I received. I
currently live in North Cornwall so have not attended any of the re-unions to date. However, we hope
to move to Suffolk so I would hope to attend one of the gatherings in the not too distant future. If
anyone out there remembers me I would love to hear from you, my email is
howard_norman@btinternet.com (Unfortunately we cannot accept photographs as currently we are
unable to receive broadband)
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Barrie Stevens: a School Trip to ‘Chelmsford Castle’, 1960-61
Barrie in the uniform of Moulsham Junior Boys’
School 1960-1961 in the garden of 25, Juniper
Drive, Moulsham Lodge Estate, Chelmsford. The
houses of Gloucester Avenue can be seen in the
background. This uniform would have been worn by
the older boys no longer in short trousers. Judging
by the garden flowers, this is not a winter uniform.
Barrie would have been aged about eleven at the
time and in the class of teacher Harold Picken. By
the Autumn of 1961 he had moved on to Moulsham
Secondary School.
Barrie recalls a school trip he made in 1961/2:
What? You didn't know that Chelmsford once had a "castle"? Surely, you remember the old gas works,
the remains of which can be seen from High Bridge Road? Part of the site is occupied by the modern
Essex Record Office. It was known as "Chelmsford Castle" to those of us who lived in the higher
ground of Moulsham Lodge Estate and possibly elsewhere around the town. The reason being that,
when the town centre and river area was enveloped in fog, the tall brick building housing the gas works
furnaces resembled a distant castle rising from the mist!
At this point I have to confess that I think it was an MJS trip as it was close to 1961 when I moved up
to the "Seniors"! I feel pretty certain that teachers Harold Picken and "Joe Lyons" accompanied us
and that it was part of the class Chelmsford Project. This included not just local history but also local
government and the work of the Borough Council. I recall a visit to the Council offices, then next door
to the old Borough library but which has now itself become Council offices, the Mayor's Parlour,
Council Chamber and an exhibition on the work of the drains and cleansing departments!
Some may recall the days prior to North Sea Gas and imported liquefied gas, and that "town gas" was
made by baking coal in ovens fired by blazing furnaces. A by-product was coke. This was sold by the
bag to householders to fire up their domestic stoves and boilers, these usually located inside near to
the kitchen door, and which created both heating and domestic hot water!
The process of making coal gas or town gas was explained to us at school, and that was before we had
chemistry lessons in the "Seniors" (Moulsham Secondary School). We saw the coal tipped by lorry
down a feed-chute, the piles of Norwegian iron-ore from Stavangar used to absorb some of the
noxious gases; the "scrubbers" which ran the gas through fresh water and removed such as ammonia,
coal tar and other by-products. Phenol or carbolic acid, once used to make coal-tar soap, was a byproduct but is now deemed carcinogenic. Today's soap is merely scented artificially! Likewise we
witnessed the remarkably small tank of smelly gas that had to be added to coal gas so that we could
smell it and not die of carbon monoxide poisoning at home.
Health and Safety today would be horrified at the sight of schoolboys, not then yet eleven, climbing
the maze of ladders, walkways and galleries leading to the top of the "castle." Suspended we were,
high over the blazing furnaces, blasting ovens and constant din of forced air. Some boys turned back!
Others were gripped firmly by teaching staff. I wasn't too happy but I completed the tour. My palms
slipped from the hand-rails as I climbed! It was a long way up. The catwalks and ladders were very
narrow and seemed suspended in mid-air over an appalling heat and roaring din. No one could hear what
our site guide or teachers were saying. And that is all I recall of our visit to "Chelmsford Castle".
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Editor’s note: In our Summer 2005 Newsletter,
Dave Sturgeon,1958-62, also mentioned a visit to
the gasworks as part of the Chelmsford Project.
This photo, taken with Dave’s box Brownie, shows
‘Chelmsford Castle’ in May 1962.

Barrie Stevens has asked us to let you all know that he has deposited a substantial Moulsham Senior
Boys’ School archive including photos at the Essex Record office and also the Oaklands Museum.

Mrs Pam Greenwood, music teacher 1965-69
Earlier this year, Hilary and Kathleen spent a most enjoyable morning with Mrs Pam Greenwood (nee
Rowland), who taught music part-time at Moulsham Junior Girls’ School from 1965 until 1969, when the
Boys’ and Girls’ schools combined to form the present Moulsham Junior School.

Mrs Greenwood, seen here conducting the Junior Girls’ School choir in July 1968, was brought up in
the Station House, Manningtree, north Essex. Her younger sister Joan went to the same Manningtree
Junior School at which Miss Pettet was Headmistress before being appointed Head of Moulsham
Junior Girls’ School in 1949. In 1950, the Rowland family also moved to Chelmsford, when their father
was promoted as Station Master here.
The Rowlands were a very musical family, and kept in touch with Miss Pettet, who was also keen on
music, though not herself actively involved as a singer or instrumentalist. We saw in the Spring 2009
Newsletter that when music teacher Miss Skilton was off sick in May 1952, Mrs Rowland, a piano and
singing teacher herself, stepped in to conduct the choir at the Essex Music Festival. Two years after
the first music teacher, Miss Skilton, retired in 1963, Pam Greenwood, by now married, became part-
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time music teacher at Moulsham Junior Girls’ School, having previously served a couple of years on the
staff of Rainsford School.
For two mornings a week, Mrs Greenwood took singing classes at Moulsham, and trained the choir,
which she very much enjoyed. She recalls a couple of songs which were especially popular with the
girls. One of them started ‘Bessie was a black cat, as lazy as could be’ – perhaps some of you
remember it? The other, which Hilary and Kathleen also enjoyed when they were at school, was the
Traction Engine Song. The first verse went:
I met an engine on the road
All hot and heavy-hearted,
And this is what he said to me
As up the hill he started:
“I think I can, I think I can” etc
The last verse ended: “I said I could, I said I could” etc, reflecting the faster pace of travelling
downhill. We all sympathised with the engine, and loved the rhythm of the tune.
In October 1965, the school log book records that ‘the newly formed choir sang beautifully at the
harvest festival”, and in December that year: “carol concert at St John’s Church for the first time.
The church was packed and the choir sang beautifully. Younger children came by coach, older ones
walked’. The following May, Mrs Greenwood took the choir to the Music Festival at the Civic Theatre,
and six staff members also sang in a teachers’ choir. Music was obviously a key feature of the Junior
Girls’ School throughout its existence.
In September 1966 Mrs Greenwood’s son was born, and she took time off to look after him, while Mrs
Audrey Sheard and Mrs Brown looked after the school music in her absence. Miss Pettet continued to
keep in touch, however, and Mrs Greenwood was soon back helping now and again, gradually resuming
regular classes and choir practices. We are fortunate that she kept her copy of the programme of the
1967 Carol Service, this time at the Baddow Road Congregational Church, at 7.15 on Friday 15th
December. On it, Mrs Greenwood as conductor has noted the timing of all the carols, observing that
the actual length of the service was rather longer than anticipated, with talks by Miss Pettet and the
Minister, Mr Theobald, and extra time needed for the collection. Given that there were no less than
18 traditional carols, some with recorders, plus Bible readings, prayers and a couple of talks, 1hr 20
minutes sounds a reasonable achievement, even omitting some verses in The First Nowell and O Come
all ye Faithful!
A special highlight for Mrs Greenwood was training the Junior Girls’ choir to sing in public, for school
concerts and music festivals. 1968 was a particularly busy year in this respect. From early March,
preparations began for the evening concert at the non-competitive Music Festival in early April. Mrs
Greenwood worked with teachers Mrs Sheard and Miss Sue Bell on this, and was also helped by retired
Kings Road Junior School teacher Mr F. Billington, an enthusiastic Chelmsford musician who played the
organ at London Road Congregational Church and later at Stock. On 2nd April, the log book records
that “Mrs Greenwood and Mrs Taylor took the choir to the Civic Theatre to rehearse for the evening
concert. In the afternoon Miss Bell joined them for auditions. The choir sang, recorders played and
violins were trained by Miss Sally Knight”. Mrs Greenwood recalls Brahms Lullaby as one of the items
included. We think Sally Knight had herself been a pupil at Moulsham Junior Girls in the early 1950s.
Later that month, on 25th April, came the competitive festival. Recorders and Consorts came 1st and
3rd, and Mrs Sheard’s daughter Anita, another talented musician, entered the violin group for under
16s and came 3rd out of 12 with 95 marks.
On 24th July, the Junior Girls performed at another concert at the Civic Theatre. On this occasion,
the repertoire included recorder group, violins, a piano duet by Sheila Smith and Vivienne Stockley,
choral speaking by the younger girls, and the choir singing The Emperor and the Nightingale, with Julia
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Martin and Vicky Claydon as soloists. The theatre was filled to capacity, and the following day
Headmistress Miss Pettet received “Constant phone calls, many letters all congratulating us on our
success last night. A beautiful bouquet from Orrins sent by a group of grateful Mums”. The photo
above, sent in by Sue Bruns (nee Huscroft) and reproduced in the first ever Newsletter in Autumn
1999, shows Mrs Greenwood rehearsing the choir for The Emperor and the Nightingale. If anyone can
put names to faces, we would be very glad to hear from you.
Finally, we come to the last year of separate boys’ and girls’ schools at Moulsham Juniors, the school
year beginning September 1968. Just before headmistress Miss Pettet’s retirement, Mrs Greenwood
was involved in producing another “extremely polished” school concert at the Civic Theatre, on 16th
July 1969, this time with the choir singing The Happy Prince. At the end of this concert came the
first of a series of presentations to Miss Pettet, who formally retired on 31st August 1969. Mr Tom
Sturgeon then took over as Head of the new mixed and double-the-size Moulsham Junior School.

Sue Bruns (Huscroft), 1965-69
Since writing about our meeting with music teacher Mrs Pam Greenwood, we are very pleased to have
made contact with Sue Bruns (Huscroft), who sent the choir photo to the school back in 1999.
Commenting on what we have written, Sue recalls Mrs Greenwood as :
“A lovely lady who managed to coax us girls to sing and then sing well enough to perform The Emperor
and the Nightingale at the Civic Theatre, something for which I will always be proud! She was a very
enthusiastic teacher and would stand at the piano in the assembly hall, play a few bars and then get us
all to sing along, waving her arms as if she had a baton. We had to keep practising until we had got it
just right – we were shown how to open our mouths wide to let the sounds out and when we needed to
hit some of the higher notes, how to bring our chins near to our chest rather than raise our heads and
stretch our necks!”
On school life generally, Sue remembers that: “Other girls in my year were Susan Horsfall, Susan
Rance?, Heather Bury who I sat next to, Julie Turtle who is still a very dear friend and is Godmother
to my eldest daughter; Caroline Granville whose Mum was also a teacher I believe; Julie Aves,
Margaret Thackray, Linda Tottman , Clare McGuire, Frances Reynolds, June Simms, Elizabeth James,
Enid Dupreez whose sister Dianne was the first Moulsham Lodge Carnival Queen if memory serves,
Pauline Perry, Susan Pink and a few others I would have to rack my brain for! I remember practising
for our Sports Day with Heather Bury – we won the three legged race only because we had practised
so much, even to the point of us walking part of the way home together with our ankles tied!
We loved a game called French Skipping which involved a very long piece of elastic, tied and wrapped
around the ankles of two friends, then it was raised to the knees, then the thighs and we had to jump
in and out of the stretched elastic without tripping up!
There was a tuck shop which sold Potato Puffs (delicious), Chip Straws and McVities chocolate covered
digestive biscuits; the blue wrapper was milk chocolate and the red wrapper was plain chocolate. The
crates of small milk bottles left outside each classroom ready for mid morning break – each day a
different girl got to hold the box of straws to hand out to everyone. The milk was always delicious,
warm in the summer and icy cold in winter, with the cream at the top of the bottle, no one ever
thought to shake the bottle, we just looked forward to drinking the creamy bit! Silver bottle tops all
year round, apart from Christmas when it was silver with little green and red holly motifs as well.
We always used to guess what was for our lunch as walking to school past the canteen meant we could
smell the cooking aromas and if there was nothing to smell then that usually meant we had luncheon
meat salad with a scoop of mashed potato! We took it in turns to be ‘first dinners’ or ‘second dinners’
and if we were the latter, we just hoped there was enough pudding for us all. Favourites were
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chocolate crunch, or vanilla sponge with icing on top and a pink custard, chocolate pudding with a white
sauce or a shortbread type dessert – wonderful!
The girls’ toilets had wooden seats, green paper towels and pink soap (Sentinel?) which was very strong
smelling. There were no locks on the doors and we always went to the loo with a friend so they could
‘hold the door’ to ensure no one came in! There was a large circular handwashing basin which we
operated with our feet on a treadle to get the water to spray out in order to clean our hands.
The air raid shelters were forbidden territory, though some girls did complete a ‘dare’ and ventured
inside and then told tall tales of giant spiders, rats and mice...
Slipper bags to hold our navy knickers, white airtex tee shirt and black plimsolls – lace up ones
preferably. We kept these bags hanging off the backs of our chairs or on pegs in the cloakroom.”
Sue has also given us delightful pen-portraits of other favourite teachers, Mrs Taylor and Miss Bell,
which we will include in the Spring 2010 Newsletter.

Debbie Robbins (Stone) 1966-70
Debbie Robbins (Stone), another former member of the Junior Girls’ School, has sent us a very
detailed and interesting recollection of school life in the second half of the 1960s. The following are
just a few extracts, and we will include some more in the Spring 2010 issue.
I started at Moulsham Junior Girls’ School in 1966. The school was divided into the boys and girls
halves back then, and the playground was divided by a high wire fence - half for the boys and half for
the girls. Mostly us girls had nothing whatsoever to do with the male of the species on the other side
of the fence but as we grew up through the school, curiosity grew and occasionally we even had cause
to speak to a boy, perhaps to ask him to rescue a stray "super ball" that had flown over the wire.
The school itself was set out in circular fashion; glass corridors looked out on to manicured lawn and
flower beds which were out of bounds for the children apart from one glorious day of the year, the
country dance party. This was hugely exciting. For weeks beforehand, each class would practise its own
dance to perform to the rest of the school and then there would be old favourites that the whole
school could join in. As far as I can remember, every country dance party took place on a hot sunny day
- it was never cancelled. And what a treat when it was all over - there were ice lollies for everyone and
a packet of crisps. The best part was the country dance uniform, white shirts with the school tie,
maroon and black diagonal stripe and a black dirndl skirt with coloured wavy ribbons sewn around the
bottom. My Mum never sewed, so mine was a hand me down but I loved it none the less.
Normally, morning assembly was one of my favourite parts of the day. When the bell rang, everyone
filed in and sat cross legged on the floor until the head teacher arrived onto the stage. This was a
treat for me because there was always classical music playing until then and I loved it, letting my
imagination run wild to favourites like Grieg's “Morning” and “In the Hall of The Mountain King”. Then
there were hymns and we recited the Lord's Prayer. Friday was hymn practice day. I loved to sing and
it meant less time for more serious lessons that morning. My favourite was “ Daisies are our Silver,
Buttercups our Gold" and whenever the school was asked which one they'd like to sing there were
always c1amours of “Number 18" from the hymn book which was a rousing rendition of “ God is Love".
The only hymn I disliked was the one that began “Jesu lover of my soul, let me to thy bosom fly" . . .
because I'd always been told that bosom was a rude word!
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In the playground there were always skipping games. Someone might bring a good long rope which a
girl at each end would turn whilst we performed to various songs and rhymes in the middle. There was
also French skipping [as mentioned by Sue Bruns, page 14 above], and the usual crazes: super balls solid black rubber bouncing away to fantastic heights and often lost; jacks or five stones played with
five little metal star shaped pieces and a rubber ball; trolls, ugly little plastic creatures with long hair
to be combed and played with; conkers, although the girls weren't good at those, and for the younger
ones “fairies and witches” was popular where we skipped around the playground with our coats
buttoned at the necks only, no arms in the sleeves, just flapping them around under the coats to look
like wings. We were all fairies because no one would ever volunteer to be a witch! In the summer, as
soon as it was dry enough, we were allowed on to the grass with great excitement. We could hardly
wait for dinnertime play when we could cartwheel and handstand on the grass or make daisy chains and
bracelets. Teachers never used to mind us returning after lunch with these flowery adornments which
sadly soon wilted in the heat.
Also on the playing field were two long flat roofed red brick buildings with an open door at each end
know as ‘the shelters’ (the war-time air raid shelters). There were rumours that rats lived within. One
day, I took part in a dare to run in one end and out the other. It was probably the naughtiest thing I
ever did in school: there was no one looking as four or five of us girls slipped into the gloom within.
Halfway along in the darkness, tripping over old school desks and chairs and worrying about rats, I
began to regret my decision, even more so when we were met at the other end by the two dinner ladies
who patrolled the playground each day! Luckily we got away with a severe scolding, and those dear old
dinner ladies didn't let on. One was tall (Mrs Rainbird, a lovely name) and one short, and each day they
would wander round the playground together sorting out little disagreements, cleaning up grazed knees
and generally keeping an eye on us.
I remember several names of girls in our year who left in the summer of 1970: Victoria Stock, Caroline
Gordon, Nicola Barrett (lovely girl, fantastic artist), Susan Roberts, Susan Lee, Geta Ray, Jacqueline
Ott, Maxine Smith, Tina Rikonen, Helen Boyce, Helen Munday (who went to Australia - I shall be
emailing her your website) Jennifer Wells, Joy Turtle, oh, if only I could remember the things I'm
supposed to remember half so easily! I lived on the Moulsham Lodge Estate in a road called Crossways,
trained in London as a nurse, but then married a farmer and never used it (what a sin), so now I live in
Cornwall. Chelmsford has grown and changed so much I can hardly find my way round my home town
when we're up visiting.

Debbie’s favourite hymn, popular throughout the ‘40s, ‘50s and ‘60s
Daisies are our silver,
Buttercups our gold:
This is all the treasure
We can have or hold.
Raindrops are our diamonds
And the morning dew;
While for shining sapphires
We've the speedwell blue.

These shall be our emeralds–
Leaves so new and green;
Roses make the reddest
Rubies ever seen.

Make us bright as silver:
Make us good as gold;
Warm as summer roses
Let our hearts unfold.

God, who gave these treasures
To your children small,
Teach us how to love them
And grow like them all.

Gay as leaves in April,
Clear as drops of dew–
God, who made the speedwell,
Keep us true to you.
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Moulsham Junior School buildings over the years
Moulsham Junior School is still on its original site on Princes Road, Chelmsford. From 1938 to 1969 it
was two separate junior schools one for girls, the other for boys. Extra classrooms have been added,
and other alterations made, but is still very recognisably the same school. Below left, the school in
1938, and, right, in 1977. The two tall deciduous conifers, Metasequoia Glystostaboides, were donated
by the then Chairman of Managers Mrs Jean Roberts some 40 years ago, and have since grown even
taller. The latest views of the front of the school are on page 2.

Immediately below is the 1938 plan of the two Moulsham Junior Schools, boys on the left, girls on the
right, each with their own Head Teacher. Below that is the more recent plan of the combined Junior
School, distributed to past pupils at the 60th anniversary in 1998, showing the added classrooms along
the eastern side, and in both the north and south quadrangles. Since then, the north and south
cloakroom areas have been converted to kitchen and learning spaces respectively, and the central
entrance hall has been reorganised to improve security and office staff quarters.
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Names from the 1980s: School visits to Canterbury 1982
Amongst our archive documents, we have come across a list of pupils who went on two school visits to
Canterbury from 28th –30th April and 5th – 7th May 1982. In the Autumn 2008 Newsletter, Sue Ellis,
1982-94, mentioned taking part in a similar visit, and from the names below, we are sure many others
of our readers will recall these trips. Do let us know if you can remember the occasion.
April visit:

From Class 4.D.2
Emma Balaam
Sarah Blayney
Karen Boutal
Amanda Chilvers
Michaela Davis

May visit:

From Class 4.M
Ann Gregory
Helen Hibbard
Lesley Johnston
Penelope Jones
Nicola Juniper
Maria Lee
Sharon Moore

Lisa Dorking
Beya Drane
Geraldine Hoppett
Alison Low
Helen McGee
Nerissa Payne
Nichola Schiff
Kerry Smith

Fiona Spence
Lisa Wakeford
Alexandra Whelan
Robin Bagchi
Sabatino Ciambriello
Adrian Coy
Gary Critch
Simon Fagg

Sharon Murphy
Jennifer Pitt
Angela Prior
Claudine Robinson
Jennifer Lodge
Nigel de Silva
Stuart Fraser
Paul French

Glen Ingram
Mark Green
Mark Hooker
Richard Kohler
Justin Leggett
Robert Love
Conrad Lumley
James McBain

Barry Falltrick
Andrew Foot
Paul Gallagher
David Grainger
Stephen Huggett
Jonathan Loose
James Russell
Nigel Smith

Mark Neighbour
Ian Norman
From Class 4.D.1
Jennifer Cocks
Rachel Edney
Andrea Aitken

Gary Snowdon
Stephen Tompkins
From Class 4.M
Joanna Southin
Claire Stannard
Juliet Sharman
Wayne Stockley
Sarah Gipson
Alison Teahon
Catherine Daintree
Abbey Gable
Billy Bishop
Tony Groves

The staff at Moulsham Junior School in Spring 1982 are listed as: Mrs King, Head Teacher,
Mrs Burchell (covering for Mrs Laftan), Mrs Gough, Mrs Franklin, Mrs Cakebread, Mr Day, Mrs Foster,
Mrs Boyd-Williams, Mrs O’Riordan, Mr Davidson, Mrs Heap, Mrs Healy, Mr Davis, Mr McGinley,
Mrs Brooks, Mr Firth, Mrs Dennett, Mrs Foulger, and Mrs Donovan.
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More names from the Spring Newsletter photos
In our Spring 2009 newsletter we printed
Andrew Crowe’s picture of his 1980-81 4th year
class with Mr Davis, left, including some but not
all names. Thank you to Alastair Piper and
former teacher Mrs Anne O’Riordan for filling
in the remaining names between them. The
complete list is now as follows:
Back Row: Darren Shin, Tony Martin, Rosemary
Wade, Denise Whitaker, Karen Foster,
Michelle Taylor, Clare Green, Tony Marable,
Christopher Moss
Third Row: Mr Davis, David Matthews, Stewart Newton, Sarah Chambers, Michelle Bishop, Carol
Rye, Judith Croxon, Janina Rich, Stephen Carter, Alastair Piper
Second Row: Sarah Nicholson, Jane Ardener, Judy Kreaucamp, Jason Hansel, Andrew Huxon,
Andrew Crowe, Catherine O'Riordan, Justine Barnes,
Laura Garvey. Front Row: Andrew Reeves, Philip Cherry, Stuart Marshall. John Barker
Mrs O’Riordan wrote to say: Thank you for my copy of the recent MJS newsletter. Of particular
interest to me is the photograph on page 11 of Mr Davis' 4th year class. One of the unrecognised
children is my daughter, seated third from the right in the second row from the front, next to Andrew
Crowe himself! Her name was Catherine O'Riordan. She is now married, with a little boy, and living in
Surrey.
I was a teacher in the school at the time, having started there in 1979. I had a first year
class for several years, working alongside Mrs. Dawn Brooks, who sadly died a couple of years ago after
an accident, and Mrs Penny Foulger. I think we made a good team, and kept in touch over the years.
Tom Sturgeon was headmaster when I arrived, and he and his wife remained good friends, living in the
same village of Boreham as myself. I taught at the school for 7 years, and still hear from some of my
pupils at Christmas, which is wonderful. I showed my daughter the photograph when staying with her
recently, and she remembered many of the names, but couldn't come up with any new ones! I hope you
manage to trace them!
Pat Emms (MacClinton), 1956-60, has written as follows:

Just received my copy and I'm in
it!
Page 10, Photo 1, of Mrs
Alty's 1960 class (from Carolyn
Gibbs). I must admit, like
Carolyn, I remember so many of
the faces, but not the names. I
am the second row, 8th from the
left - I was Patricia MacClinton
then, now Pat Emms. My friend
Bryony Reed is seated on the
front row, on the end on the
right hand side.
I would love to know more of the names - I think it's an age thing when you just can't remember! Keep
up the good work - fabulous read and much appreciated. Carolyn Gibbs (Butterworth), 1960-64,
comments: ‘Lovely to fill in another name – yes, I do remember Pat. I also think I remember Janice
Wright who features in the article about her school days. As we all used to walk to school in those
days we got to know everyone in the area as we all walked the same route to school ( Well, we used to
run or crawl across the cornfield from Janet Lindars' back garden when we were late in the summer
and hope the farmer didn't catch us!).’
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Jane Bird (Mussell), who is also on the photograph, was able to add: ‘I attended Moulsham Juniors from 1955 1960 and can name most of the people in the photo!
Front row, L-R: Christine Platt, Sheila Hammond, Jill Oakley, Susan Stockwell, Lynette Steggles, Shirley
Stinchcombe, Linda Gridley, Mary Crosby, Doreen Woolley, Carolyn Butterworth, Bryony Reed.
Second row, L-R: Christine Thompson, Davina Mitchell, Unknown, Unknown, Jean Knight, Amanda Wade, Helen
Marriott, Patricia McClinton, Marilyn Nevard, Jane Mussell (me!), Janet Lindars.
Third row, L-R: Janet Payne, Dinah Myatt, Jacqueline Parry, Ava Ungless, Maureen Clunn, Linda Laborde, Anne
Pavitt, Celia Deakin, Sandra Myers, Gillian King, Ann Sparrow.
Back row, L-R: Janet Makins, Linda Collins, Katherine Sherwood, Jane Chambers, Isabel Claydon, Sandra Perry,
Unknown. Hope this helps!’ It certainly does. Many thanks, Jane.
Gerry Etherington (Butterworth) 1960-64, wrote to say: ‘I was interested to see the photos of the Junior Boys
school trip to Belgium in 1966. My brother John went on that trip and I think he also took a few grainy black and
white photos of similar shots!’

Photos from Moulsham Senior Girls’ School

Mollie Hermon (Bloomfield) was at the Junior Girls’ School in 1939, and, with many of her classmates,
moved up to the Senior Girls’ School afterwards. In 1959, a reunion was held at the Senior Girls’
School, and the above photo was taken. Some of you may perhaps recognise yourselves and friends on
that occasion. Below, left, is another picture from Mollie, showing members of the Senior Girls’ Drama
Club in 1946. The photo, right, from Brenda Shirley (Sharpe), who also went ‘up to the Seniors’, shows
a scene from the Senior Girls’ school play in 1947. Brenda does not remember all the names but she
believes that Trixie Brewer was Titania, Maureen Mason was Peach Blossom and she was Mustard
Seed. Perhaps some other pupils from that era may recognise themselves?
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Photos from teacher Mrs Janet Allan, 1995-2009
Our best wishes to Mrs Janet Allan, who left Moulsham Juniors at the end of the summer term after
thirteen happy years as a class teacher. She has left us a substantial collection of photos and class
work from those years, including albums of memorable Fire and Earth House activities, staff photos
from 2003 and 2004, and five group photos of her classes over the years, all complete with names!
We will display a selection of this material at future Open Afternoons. Many thanks to Mrs Allan.

Above, left: 1997, 5F
ready to go to Kentwell
Hall.
Above, right: 1997
Japanese school visit,
unicycle display.
Left: Mrs Allen’s papier
mache giraffe, made for
Curriculum Week 2004/5
Right: 1998, the Mayor
raises the new school
flag on the school’s 60th
anniversary.
Below, left: 1998, Fire
House winners of the
inter-house quiz.
Below, right: summer
1998, 4F say goodbye to
Miss Soper.
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News in brief
From David Reade (Tricker), 1947-51: ‘Thank you so much for keeping me in touch with dear old
Moulsham.’
Emily Sonnex, at the school from 1995-1999, emailed us to say: ‘I have just come across the
newsletter for past pupils of Moulsham Junior School on the website. I left the school ten years ago
and would like to keep up to date with what is going on.’
From Bob Wiffen, 1952-57: ‘Just to say thanks for the continuing work and for the newsletters. It
seems to me that you often get letters from people before and after the period I was at Moulsham
but not much from my period (1952-7).
I hope some from that period will come forward with
memories!’
At about the same time, we received this email from Keith Victor Endersbee, 1951-56: ‘I've been
Googling the Endersbee name in trying to build up a picture of my father's family tree. It's
interesting as to what snippets appear on the internet! I saw a reference to Moulsham School which
brought up the Summer 2007 Past Pupil newsletter and was surprised to see my name on page 13 in the
Standard IV list. I'm also convinced that I am in photo 3 on page 8 (starting from the dark haired lad
at the back, on the left hand edge of the photo, I'm in front of the lad sitting next to him) . I regret
that I can recall very little about the school now but remember sitting near the back of the class next
to Robert Wiffen - the only name I remembered, even before seeing this site. He may then be the lad
with the lapel badges? I see that Robert attended the Open Afternoon.
I used to walk to school from our family home in Longstomps Avenue and attended from what
must have been 1951 until November 1956 when we moved to Leigh on Sea, about 6 months before
taking the 11 plus exams. I may still have some school reports and have a very long rolled up photo of
pupils and teachers for one year. These are still packed somewhere in a box in the garage following
our move to Ipswich last year. Now that I am aware of the website, I will no doubt dip into it on
occasions to read the newsletters.’
Many thanks to Joan Atkins, 1943-47,for this positive feedback on her experience of talking to
present-day pupils at Moulsham Juniors during the 70th anniversary week, in September 2008:
‘It was with a little trepidation that Daphne Ketley (nee Harris) and I accepted an invitation to visit
Moulsham Junior School during the 70th Anniversary week to talk to present-day pupils about our own
time at the school, as we were concerned that our memories - based on the years 1943-47 covering
the Second World War and beyond - might be considered rather boring when compared with the 'hightech' teaching of today.
However, this proved not to be the case at all. We were made very welcome in the first class
we visited and were surprised and pleased by the attention and interest shown. Various questions were
raised to which we responded to the best of our ability. We overran our allotted time (approximately
half-an-hour) with the first class, and ran out of time with the second class, the pupils there also
showing equal interest. It had been suggested that we visit a third class, but as, by this time, school
had finished for the day it was not possible to fit it in.
We left the school feeling both relieved and pleased that the pupils had been so interested in
hearing about our schooldays during the war years - the austerity, the rationing, scarcity of school
materials, disrupted classes during air-raids, gas masks and air raid shelters - and we also made
reference to our 'PT' lessons and, in our earlier years, the little percussion band. We did not forget
to mention that we had to learn 'tables' and 'sums' the hard way - in imperial measures with no
calculators ! We were even more pleased when, shortly after our visit, we received several notes of
thanks from some of the pupils we saw, and from the comments made it was clear that they had
listened quite intently to what we had to say and they felt generally that although the war years
sounded 'scary' we also seemed to have found time for some fun.’
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Bob Willis, 1961-65, whose recollections we included in the Autumn 2005 Newsletter, together with
a photo of class 2B in 1962/3 with Miss Tasker, would be very pleased to hear from anyone who
remembers him from his time at Moulsham Junior or Senior Boys’ Schools. His email address is:
bob@bobwillis.co.uk

Missing addresses
We have sadly lost contact with the following past pupils, who, at some point in the past 10 years, have
moved house or changed email addresses without letting us know. If you are in touch with any of them
and think they would like to receive future Newsletters, do please ask them to send us a current
address.
Catherine Green, Michael Cook, Ross Rogers, Mrs Jane Everard, Emily Coleman, Michael Clarke, Ivan
Lander, Mrs Lynn Ayling, Mrs Janie May O'Brien, Mrs Susan Waldney, Mrs Jackie West, John Lewis,
Mrs Sylvia Chard, Graham Fairbrass. Mrs Heather Tate, Helen Camblin, Ian Nicholls, Mrs Vicky Torr,
Mrs Pat Edmonds, B Gowing, Malcolm Benham, and Mrs Mary Bevans

Obituaries
Albert (Bert) Digby
Many of the pupils at Moulsham Junior Boys’ School in the late 1930s and early 1940s are likely to
remember Albert (Bert) Digby, who sadly died of a heart attack this summer. His good friend Peter
Charles Smith, who worked with Bert at Alfred Button & Sons in the early days, and later became his
neighbour, has particular reason to be grateful to him for saving his life on one occasion by calling the
doctor when ‘Charlie’ suffered a haemorrhage. Bert was well-known to those attending St John’s
Hospital, where he worked on the switchboard for many years. While he never made it to a Past Pupils’
Open Afternoon, he took great interest in reading about his former schoolmates in the Newsletter.
Don Harris, April 1935 – 3rd August 2009
Thank you to Jim and Anita Whybrow, 1944-48, for sending us the following:
“With regret I have bad news of the sudden death of Don Harris. He was a Moulsham School pupil,
and lived in Chelmsford most of his life, in recent years in Boreham. He was well-known in the Dance
Halls (Marconi’s, Hoffman’s, Corn Exchange, Odeon etc) through the late fifties and sixties. He would,
at times, get up and sing with the Dance Band, and had a life-long love of big band music. Don was
much loved by family and friends, and will be greatly missed.”

School website
Copies of this and all earlier issues of the newsletter, containing memories and photos from many
other former members of Moulsham Junior School, are on the past pupils’ page of the school website:
www.moulsham-jun.essex.sch.uk/pastpupils.asp Well worth a look.
Data protection legislation
Please note that for the purpose of compiling the Past Pupils’ mailing list, and for no other purpose
whatsoever, your name and address is being held as a computer record. If for any reason you object
to this, would you please inform us immediately in writing. Unless we hear from you, your consent is
assumed.
The views expressed by individual contributors in the newsletter are not necessarily those of the
Head Teacher, School Governors or Editors.
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