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Extra space at Moulsham Junior School
Welcome to the Spring 2016 Newsletter, and we look forward to meeting many of you at our Open
Afternoon for past pupils, family and friends, on Saturday 14th May at the school. This year for
the first time, you will be able to see the completed extension of the school, which is described by
Headteacher Mrs Staley on page 3. At the North (former Boys') Hall end of the building, the extension
work has doubled the size of the hall, while adding a kitchen, new library and additional classroom
space. Outdoors is an all-weather pitch and outdoor gym equipment. Pictures on pages 4, 5 and 11.
We were delighted that former pupil and popular
children’s author Kes Gray, 1968-72, was present
to open the new extension at the Grand Opening on
18th March. We will include more photos of this
vastly enjoyable occasion in our next Newsletter.
Kes was among the pupils who transferred at the
beginning of the autumn term 1969 from the
separate Moulsham Junior Boys’ and Girls’ Schools
to one larger combined school. School log book
extracts from the final term before this
amalgamation are on page 19.
Also in this Newsletter, we are delighted to have memories on page 5 from Mr and Mrs Day, whom many
of you will remember when, between them, they taught at Moulsham Juniors from 1972 to 1995. On
page 6 there are notes from our meeting last year with another long-serving member of staff, Mrs
Donovan, who taught for 25 years from 1957, first at the Junior Boys’ School and then at the new
combined Junior School.
Thank you to all those who have contributed news, recollections or photos to this Newsletter. Among
the highlights are news from Chris Conway-Cook in Australia, further memories from 1938 pupils Doug
Fawcett and Peter Turrall, and an interesting follow up article on the sweet rationing theme from Martyn
Edwards, 1948-52. We also have another of Les Kemp’s special challenges for both present and past
pupils, this time to write a haiku poem on the theme of food; details and an example on page 7. Do have
a go, and send your entries to Les by the closing date, Saturday 14th May (reunion day).
As usual, please keep sending your news, photos and articles for the Newsletter to Mrs Kathleen Boot
at 1A Vicarage Road, Chelmsford CM2 9PG, or by email to kathleen.boot@tiscali.co.uk We look forward
to hearing from you. If you move house, or change your email address, do please remember to let us
have your new details. And if you currently receive a paper copy but would be happy to switch to reading
the Newsletter online, please let us know. Very best wishes to you all.
Kathleen Boot (Nash)
Moulsham Junior Girls’ School 1951-55

STOP PRESS: Another talk by Peter Turrall, 2nd April. Some of us were fortunate enough to attend
Peter’s fascinating talk on the history of Widford village back in March 2012, which was reported, with
pictures, in the Autumn 2012 Newsletter. Peter is now giving a further talk, entitled “My life in the
village of Widford”, at St Mary’s Church, Widford, at 7.30pm on Saturday 2nd April. Admission
is free, with refreshments after the talk. All are very welcome to attend.
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From the Headteacher Mrs Marie Staley
Once again a lot has happened since I last wrote for this
publication. The new build was handed over to us on 23rd December
and it is really impressive! We will be celebrating with a Grand
Official Opening in March.
For the first time in Moulsham Junior School’s history we have hot
meals prepared on site. Currently we are catering for an average
of 315 school dinners a day. I can say from first-hand experience
that they are both delicious and nutritious. Our catering team is
expanding to 5 members to meet demand, and the children are
really enjoying being able to eat with their friends every day.
Our new library is taking shape and the all-weather pitch has been put to good use since October.
We have been very grateful for this addition in the winter months.
We welcomed Rob Briscoe (Department for Education) to our school in late January. He was a
pleasure to work with and complimented us on our consistent approach to teaching, excellently
behaved pupils and well-pitched learning. His parting comment was, “Moulsham Juniors is an exciting
place to be, I feel very confident in the school.”
Please take a look at our new website; this is a great way to see what we are getting up to, especially
in our weekly newsletter section. I write a Moulsham Memo each week to celebrate successes and
advertise up and coming events. We also have a twitter feed which I aim to post on every week.
Website: www.moulsham-jun.essex.sch.uk
Twitter: @Moulshamjunior

Open Afternoon, Saturday May 14th, 1-4pm
As well as meeting up with your former schoolmates and enjoying tea and cake, there will be another
opportunity to see a selection of our archive of photos and memorabilia, and to enjoy Les Kemp’s
latest quiz, this year on favourite sweets. In view of the tremendously enthusiastic response to Peter
Turrall's pictures of Old Chelmsford in the Autumn 2015 Newsletter, we also plan to display copies
of some of them at the Open Afternoon, with sheets of paper on which you can record your own
memories of the town in earlier days. Do come along of you can, and bring your friends and family.
Contributions of home-made cakes or biscuits also very welcome!

Donations
Once again, we are very grateful to all those who have made donations this year to help meet the
cost of producing and posting the Newsletters. As before, there will be a collecting box at the Open
Afternoon for anyone who would like to contribute to costs for the coming year. If you are not able
to be there but would nevertheless like to make a donation, could you please write a cheque payable
to Moulsham Junior School, and send it to The Finance Office, Moulsham Junior School, Princes Road,
Chelmsford CM2 9DG, with a note explaining that the donation is for the past pupils’ account. Very
many thanks.
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New extension to the Junior School building, March 2016

Top two pictures and above left:
Exterior of the new extension, which
enlarges and adds to the former North
(“Boys”) Hall.
Above: Inside the extended North
Hall, which has new entrance doors
providing direct access without going
via the main centre entrance to the
school.
Left: School lunch in the extended
North Hall, with room for those
bringing packed lunches to join their
friends who are eating hot dinners.
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Above left: The new IT suite

Above right: The new library

Chris Conway-Cook, 1953–57: News from Australia
Chris emailed in late November, while we in UK were experiencing our usual damp winter gloom, with
his latest news and a suggestion for keeping in touch with schoolmates:
Thank you for your email and the most welcome Newsletter, which I am reading on my back deck
overlooking the Middle Harbour (1.5kms upstream from the Sydney Harbour Bridge) in 38℃ while
watching the mercury climb to 42.
I see that the re-union is scheduled for 14th May 2016 so I have 2 scheduling disappointments – I am
due to be in UK and Europe again in April and May but business commitments here in Australia dictate
that I leave London on 10th May! So, as well as missing the Moulsham re-union, I will also miss the
Chelmsford Gang Show at end of April due to an engagement in Venice (I was in the first 3 Chelmsford
Gang Shows). In 2017 the Chelmsford Gang Show will celebrate its 60th anniversary so I am already
planning my schedule so I can organise to be in Chelmsford at that time.
Hopefully I will also get an opportunity to catch up with ex Moulsham students of my vintage; and
here is a suggestion: Tracking folk from 60+ years ago is not always easy. Would it be possible to
publish a directory of ex-students together with their email details? Clearly everyone would have
to give permission to be included and then ‘opt in’ but simple details such as name (and any previous
names), years of attendance, and email details shouldn’t be too difficult to collate.
Can I kick off such a project by requesting that you publish a note from me requesting that anyone
who may like to contact me would be most welcome to do so. My email address is
cjconway@medicsaustralia.com.au
I attended from about 1953 to 1957. I was registered as a
student under the name Christopher Cook and, in my final year, I was the Sports Captain of Wren
House.
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Editor’s note: Do please let me know if you too are interested in Chris’ idea of a directory of past
pupils with their email addresses. This could be on the past pupils’ page of the school website or in
the Newsletter, updated from time to time. If you would like to take part yourself, please let
Kathleen have the details and address you would want used. We would of course never divulge any
addresses or personal details without express permission. Meanwhile, if you remember Chris and
would like to contact him, do drop him an email direct.

Above: Sports Day 1957: a photo from Chris Conway-Cook, who now lives in Australia. On the reverse
is writing by Mr W C C Turner, who took the photo. He was the school benefactor who donated the
Junior Boys’ School honours boards, which we have on display at our Open Afternoons.

A morning with Mrs Donovan, Moulsham teacher from 1957-82
Last summer, Les Kemp and Kathleen spent a very enjoyable morning with Mrs Poppy Donovan, muchloved teacher at Moulsham Juniors from 1957-82. Her two children, Andrew and Sarah, also
attended the school during that time. When we met Mrs Donovan, she had recently attended her
grandson Tom’s wedding. Mrs Donovan still lives in Chelmsford, and is frequently recognised by
former pupils when out and about in the town. A few weeks previously, she had been approached in a
supermarket by one such ‘lad’, now in his late 60s, who recognised her instantly!
Notes from a meeting back in 2000, when Hilary and Kathleen first met Mrs Donovan, were included
in the Spring 2001 Newsletter, which you can read on the past pupils’ page of the school website. As
many of you will remember, Mrs Donovan was an enthusiastic sportswoman, coaching Moulsham teams
in netball and rounders, and introducing Maypole and Scottish dancing into the school. She was also
a very inspiring class teacher: Children’s writer Kes Gray wrote in the Spring 2005 Newsletter that:
‘My prize for best teacher has to go to Mrs Donovan, who to my mind was a friend and teacher in
equal proportion’.
The Headmaster during Mrs Donovan’s 25 years at Moulsham Juniors was Mr Sturgeon, who also
served for 25 years. Some of the other staff, including Mr Picken and Mr Hodgson, taught for even
longer, so there was a feeling of continuity and friendship. Mrs Donovan recalled that on Friday
lunchtimes, the staff would often repair to The Fox and Goose in Writtle to celebrate the end of
the week. A photo of the staff in 1965 is on page 8.
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Left: 1962 visit to London Zoo, which also included a trip on the
River Thames. Above: Mrs Donovan (right) with Mr Picken and
Mr and Mrs Sturgeon during a 1961 visit to the Zoo (pictures
from Mr Sturgeon’s collection)

Over her 25 years, Mrs Donovan took part in numerous school trips and visits, and recalls especially
the 4th year visits to London Zoo (see photos above). If you took part in these or other visits, do let
us have your recollections. As well as trips and visits, Moulsham Junior School introduced a tradition
which continues into the second millennium, of special days when staff and pupils dress up in period
costume. One such was the 1982 Victorian Day. Mrs Donovan has kindly given us a little album of
her photos of that day, five of which are reproduced below.

Victorian day 1982:
Above, Mrs Donovan
Left, pupils in Victorian dress
7

Above: Two more of
Mrs Donovan’s photos of
pupils at the 1982
Victorian Day.

Left: Mrs Donovan and
other
staff
at
caretaker Mr Little’s
retirement celebration
in 1963. (photo from Mr
Sturgeon’s collection)

Staff photo, 1965
Back row, from left: Mr Ron Williams,
Mrs Hollingbery (secretary), Nita
Duffett, Mrs Donovan, Mr Francis
McGinley, Mr John Lyons
Front row: Mary Parkins,
Mr Viv Hodgson, Mr Tom Sturgeon
(Headmaster), Mr Harold Picken,
Mrs Valerie Fox
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Mr and Mrs Day, teachers at Moulsham Juniors 1970s to 1990s
In October last year, Les Kemp and
Kathleen had the pleasure of meeting up
with Mr and Mrs Day, two former
members of the Moulsham Junior School
staff who between them taught at the
school from 1972 to 1995. We spent a
very interesting and enjoyable afternoon
hearing about their experiences during
those years.
Mrs Margaret Day, formerly Mrs
Foster, was first to join the staff, in
1972, and stayed for 15 years until
moving on to New Hall School in 1987.
Before that she had taught in
Mr Brian Day and Mrs Margaret Day (formerly
Doddinghurst
and at the Shelley School
Mrs Foster) at Mr Day’s retirement party in 1995
in Ongar. At Moulsham, her special
interest and responsibility was helping
pupils with special needs. In the early years there were separate classes for these children, some
of which Mrs Day taught, but later the pupils concerned were integrated into the ordinary classes.
Thereafter, Mrs Day was responsible for advising her colleagues on working with these children, as
well as being in charge of her own class. In those days there were no teaching assistants like those
who give individual help nowadays.
Mr Brian Day had served in the Royal Air Force before training at Liverpool University for a teaching
qualification. He joined a school in Chester as Head of Maths, and taught in North Wales for six
further years before applying to Moulsham Juniors in 1980 for the senior post of Second Master,
with special responsibility for Maths and Science. The Headmaster at that time was Mr Tom
Sturgeon and the Deputy Head Mr Brian Davis. During his interview for the post, Mr Day remembers
being asked about the new science syllabus, which involved a lot more pupil participation, so that the
teacher needed to find the right balance between active participation and necessary control. When
asked which teaching materials he favoured for teaching Maths, he startled some of the interview
panel by replying that the choice of materials really didn’t matter – it was the quality of teaching
which was important! He was appointed to the post, and was amused to learn later that some of the
existing female staff members had rather hoped that one of the other candidates, a “young nicelooking” fellow, might get the job! Mr Day taught for 15 years at Moulsham Juniors, like his wife,
before retiring in 1995.
Between them, Mr and Mrs Day worked with four different Headteachers at Moulsham Juniors. Mr
Sturgeon, Headmaster for 25 years, retired in 1982. He was followed by Mrs Pat King, from 198291, Mrs Sheila White, from 1992 to July 1994, and Les Kemp, who became Headteacher in January
1995, just two terms before Mr Day’s retirement. Mr Day was Acting Headteacher for the Autumn
Term 1994, when the first Ofsted inspection of the school took place.
In sharing their memories of these years, Mr and Mrs Day recalled in particular the enthusiasm and
talents of colleagues, including Mrs Donovan, who specialised in sports, Mrs Edmonds, who was
excellent at working with children on the creative aspects of the curriculum, Mr Hindes, who was a
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great musician, and Mrs Kirkpatrick, the school secretary. Future office staff, Mrs Lorna Blowers
and Mrs Rosemary Cannon, were also very helpful to staff despite their enormous workload, and the
Days recalled later meeting Lorna unexpectedly at a service station while on holiday in France!
Lunchtimes at Moulsham Juniors were at first in the canteen next to the Infants’ School, which many
of our readers will remember. This was abandoned in the late 1980s and we believe it was moved to
another school. Thereafter, midday meals AT Moulsham were served in the North Hall, and Mr Day
recalled that he and the Deputy Head Mr Davis had to do a lot of midday duties between them.
Both Mr and Mrs Day remembered wonderful Christmas entertainments in which the whole school
took part; carol concerts; school plays, with some outstanding acting talent; and of course the muchenjoyed annual school visits. For these, each pupil was given a project book to record their experience
of the visit, and afterwards there would be a display in the Hall of all the pupils’ project books and
artwork. There were also residential courses, which were very popular, at East Mersea Camp, and
before that at a location near Dereham in Norfolk.
From time to time the whole school would participate in a themed day, sometime based on a particular
historical period. Mrs Day has given us some photos of the Tudor Day in 1986 on which she wore a
beautiful costume from that period. Two of these pictures are reproduced below. A big thank you
to these two former teachers, who we know that many of you will remember fondly, for sharing their
memories of Moulsham Juniors with us.
Left: Mrs Day in Tudor costume on
Tudor Day 1986. Notice the original
open verandahs, before the corridors
around the two inner courtyards were
enclosed.
Below, left: Maypole dancing on Tudor
Day 1986
Below, right: Mr Kemp and Deputy
Head Mrs Coleman at another Victorian
Day at the school, in 2004.
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Martyn Edwards, 1948-52: Sweet rationing
When we are young, one of life’s greatest treats is sweets. In this day and age it is difficult to think
of shortages in the shops. Rationing commenced on 8th January 1940 and lasted for fourteen years.
I grew up with rationing and did not know any different, so it was never a case of missing sweets.
Each person had a weekly allowance, four ounces for adults and two ounces for children. The shops
were not filled with sweets and most shops had rows of large jars containing a range of inviting
confectionery.
Looking back at these privations I realise that we became cunning in our choice of sweets. A four
ounce bag of gobstoppers would not produce many individual sweets, and trying to make them last
until the next week became a challenge so you looked for smaller sweets. A favourite of mine was
dolly mixtures - lots of little sweets.
My friend’s father who was a heavy smoker would use his entire monthly ration on tubes of Polo Mints.
In doing this he managed to accumulate large stocks of Polos. I recall that a tube of Polos were
weighted at two tubes per ounce so his four ounce weekly allowance would be eight tubes and a whole
month would add up to thirty two. It didn’t stop him smoking but gave him something to suck. The
price was small, two old pennies per packet. My family managed to locate a chocolate wafer bar called
Tiffin, rather similar to a Kit Kat bar of today. This had the same weighted advantages as the Polos
did.
Some of the most popular sweets sold during rationing were Barley Sugar Twists, Jelly Babies, Frys
Chocolate Creams, Pear Drops, Fruit Gums and Fruit Pastilles.
The most spectacular event was in 1949 when the Government, probably in an attempt to become
popular, took sweets off rationing. There was such a huge rush to the shops that within days they
were stripped of stocks and the Government reinstated the ration.
My uncle who lived in California would send us “food parcels” at Christmas, which included a mixture
of sweets and for us children … chewing gum. Thank you Uncle Sam.
Finally in 1953 the Government considered we had suffered too much and too long and sweets came
off the ration. Of course there was the expected rush by us all and many shops were soon sold out,
but with a stronger economy the manufacturers doubled their efforts and the shops were soon able
to cope with our sweet tooth!

Outdoors at Moulsham Juniors, March 2016

Above: The 2016 new building
work included an all-weather
pitch, which is very popular with
the pupils.

Right, part of the
new Outdoor Gym,
with equipment
being demonstrated
at the Grand
Opening of the
extensions on 18th
March 2016. In the
background, other
pupils are running
round the allweather pitch.
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Mr Kemp’s Haiku Poem challenge
Since our formation, the past pupils’ association has held several competitions inviting children,
parents, grandparents and former pupils to take part. Our new competition links the school’s long
association with the Japanese school in London and the opening of the school’s new kitchen.
A well known type of Japanese poetry is haiku
which consists of 3 lines and is 17 syllables long.
Line 1: 5 syllables
Line 2: 7 syllables
Line 3: 5 syllables
Example:
(5) I peel the apple.
(7) I try to keep one long piece.
(5) My dad can do it.
Haiku poems don’t usually rhyme but some poets rhyme the first and third line.
You are invited to write a haiku poem on the theme of food. Present pupils will be told about the
challenge after Easter, and their entries will be collected by their class teacher or handed in to
reception. Past pupils and relatives of present pupils are asked to post their poem to the School
Office, Moulsham Junior School, Princes Road, Chelmsford CM2 9DG, or email it to Les Kemp at
leskemp@btinternet.com. It must be received by Saturday 14th May. Fame will be achieved by the
prize winners through having their poem published in the Past Pupils’ Newsletter and receiving a PPA
medal.
We look forward to reading your poem.

Doug Fawcett, 1939: My Moulsham schooldays
My preschool days of leisure ended all too quickly, and in 1937 I became a pupil at St John’s School,
next to the church of the same name in Moulsham Street. I well remember my first day, with I think
a few tears shed on the way. I vaguely remember my mother dragging me along, the one and only
time I can ever remember her accompanying me to school. From then on I was expected to make my
own way.
I can only liken St John’s School to those you can see in a Dickens film. My classroom was separated
off by curtains. In fact there were three classes in a row, and I have always maintained that if you
were bright enough you could have three lessons at the same time, as you could hear all the teachers
very clearly. What you could not hear was the children, for it was a caneable offence to talk in the
classroom unless you were asked to reply to a teacher. The windows were very high so there could
be no distractions. Toilet facilities were outside and rather primitive.
Thankfully, I was not to be at this school for very long because a new school was being built on Princes
Road, the then town bypass, about a mile from my home in Van Dieman’s Lane. All the pupils from St
John’s and some of the staff would be transferred to the new school. Just before the opening day,
12

we were shown over the new premises, and the comparison was astonishing, with bright airy
classrooms, windows you could see out of, and green chalk-boards with continuous roller action, state
of the art facilities at that time. The toilet block was equipped with a huge circular washbasin you
operated with your foot, and there were drinking fountains too. Everything was new and modern in
concept, and I remember my excitement at the thought of going to this wonderful new school after
the long summer holiday.
On a September morning in 1938 I made my way there, thus becoming one of the founder members
of Moulsham School. I still had one more year in the Infants, which was mixed, unlike the Junior and
Senior schools, which were divided into boys’ and girls’ departments, and where the playgrounds were
separated by a tall fence. It was strictly taboo to climb and peer over it, and at no time during school
hours did we ever mix with the opposite gender. This must seem strange to the pupils of today, but
as a young lad with two older sisters who bullied me quite a lot, it suited me just fine at this stage of
my life. Another contrast was dress: in the Infants and Juniors, the boys wore short trousers and
the girls wore dresses, unlike today when slacks and trousers are very much in vogue. It was not until
I reached the Seniors that long trousers were more evident.
After just one year in the Infants I moved over to the Junior School on the opposite side of the
road. It all looked so promising. The teachers all appeared much younger than most of those at the
previous school. Alas, that was soon going to change, for it was during the summer holidays that we
saw the start of the Second World War. One by one the younger male teachers departed to join the
armed forces, replaced by mostly older women teachers taken out of retirement. There was a flurry
of building, with the construction of air raid shelters, and it would not be long before those shelters
were put into constant use, as we went back and forth at the sound of the sirens, followed by the all
clear.
It must have been a nightmare for the teachers. Every child had to be accounted for, and it was
hard to concentrate on lessons when all this was going on. The shelters were gloomy and cold and lit
by a couple of shade-less lamp bulbs. We often sang songs to keep our spirits up, but I'm glad to say
that there were no near misses during the raids. Everywhere we went we had to carry our gas masks
in a small brown cardboard box. If we were less than halfway to school during an air raid, we should
make our way home, but if over halfway then we were to carry on to school. This was of course
exploited by some, but as I enjoyed my schooling I nearly always made my way there.
I spent three happy years in the Junior School. The teacher I remember most was Mr Gardiner,
quite a character and always known by the nickname Daddy. He was well known around Chelmsford,
being an accomplished musician and played the organ at Widford Church. Mr Petchey was the
headmaster, one of the few people I knew who had a car. He was quite a strict disciplinarian, though
I managed to avoid the cane during my time at the Juniors. I made many friends during those early
years and am pleased to say many remained so throughout my life.
Then it was time to embark on the next big step of my education and join the ranks of the
Seniors. The Senior School was right at the top of the drive, and added quite a bit of extra time to
my journey to school. This became significant for me on one occasion when, having arrived late, I
received the cane for the very first time. This punishment was meted out by the then headmaster
Mr Hutchinson. I was never late again!
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I started in class 1A and managed to continue in the A stream for the next three years, and to my
credit in the top half of the class. The teachers I remember are Mr Bartlett, the art teacher; Mr
Davies, music; and Mr Smith, maths. The sports teacher was Mr Bradley. Another popular teacher
was Danny Clark, who was very much a father figure and especially liked for his reading of popular
stories such as Just William and Billy Bunter, read with just the right expressions and voices of the
characters.
Just as in the Juniors, I enjoyed my three years at the Senior Boys, and once again made many
friends who have remained right up to the present day. I get such pleasure when I return to
Chelmsford for the annual reunion and meet them.

Names from Mrs Brooks’ 1980s class photographs
In the Autumn 2015 Newsletter we included
a photo of Mrs Brooks’ (Balaam’s) 1980s
class, with two more pictures of her classes
in the website edition. We now believe that
the first picture (left) was taken in 1984 or
1985, depending which time of the school
year it was. Thank you to those who were
able to identify quite a few of the names on
that photo, which are thought to be (from
left to right):

Back row: Glen ? , Gregory Rich, Louise
Price, Susan Gorn?, Kerry Girton, Christian
Armstrong, Stephen Chisholm, Vivian
Kernick
?, Lesley Fair, Sally Kempton, Sarah Renfrew,

Third row:
Robert Cox, David Noble?, James
Danielle ? , Shiraz Shak?, Peter Freeman
Second row: Cathy Stafford, Deborah Robson, Daniel Thomas, Matthew Rippengale?, Gareth
O'Donnell, Daniel Waters, Michelle Bruce, Mina Roushevic?
Front row: John French, David Taylor?, Lindsey ?, Hayley Melvin, Mira Ahmed?, Kelly Payne?,
Abbey Glasfield, Steven Perkis, Damien Crick
If you recognise yourself or any other classmates in this photo or either of the other two pictures,
do please let us know.

The colourful history of the school Houses
When the two Moulsham Junior Schools opened in 1938, the Junior Boys’ School quickly adopted a
House system. Details of the House sports results and House Marks based on school work were
carefully recorded in their school magazines. Some Houses would be rejoicing in success, while
others were exhorting their members to try harder in future. The school motto, displayed alongside
the Honours Boards, was ‘Work and be Happy’, reflecting a similar ethos.
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Originally, the names of the five Houses were simply five colours: Blue, Green, Yellow, Red and
Brown. This continued until summer 1952, when we can read in the school magazine that: "For the
first time since our school opened in 1938, the Houses now have names in addition to their
colours. The names Kingfishers (Blue), Wrens (Brown), Woodpeckers (Green), Robins (Red) and
Yellowhammers (Yellow) are the result of discussing many suggestions from both boys and staff".
As well as competition between Houses, Moulsham Junior Boys took part in inter-school matches for
various sports. Even during the war, in July 1941, the school magazine contains an enthusiastic report
of the season’s cricket matches, beginning as follows: “Our School XI has had a very successful
season so far. Three matches have been played and won. The first match was against Trinity Road
Junior Boys, and it proved to be a very sporting game”. Trinity Rd were all out for 14, while Moulsham
finished with a total of 34, “thus winning a fine game”. The return match was “played on our Playing
Field, our first game there”, and once again “we had the satisfaction of winning against a very sporting
team indeed”.
As far as we know, there were no Houses at all in the original Junior Girls School. Certainly in the
early 1950s, team spirit and sporting competition were not a significant feature of junior school life
for us girls. We do recall being allocated different colour bands to wear on the annual Sports Day,
but there was no sense of belonging to a House. The annual Music Festival in the Corn Exchange is
probably the closest we came to being competitive. It is of course possible that things changed in
the 1960s; if so, do please let us know of any examples you remember.
From 1969, when the separate Junior Boys' and Girls' Schools combined to form the present coeducational school, the House system was extended to all pupils, with five new Houses named after
royal castles and palaces, once again with a colour for each: Balmoral (?Purple), Buckingham (Blue),
Caernarvon (Yellow), Sandringham (Green) and Windsor (Red). These names were still in use in the
1979 school magazine, the latest we have.
At present, we have no information on when the royal residence House names were discontinued, or
whether there were any Houses or school motto at all during the 1980s and early ‘90s. Mr Kemp does
not recall there being either when he became Headteacher in 1995. Perhaps some of our readers
from that period could fill in the gap? If so, do please get in touch.
Mr Kemp’s own initiative was to divide the school into four Houses, Air, Earth, Fire and Water, named
after the four elements. Each House was located in its own part of the school building, in effect
creating four smaller ‘village school’ communities within the large school, with the pupils remaining in
that community throughout their four years at the Juniors. The new school motto, Each Working
For All, used the initial letters of each of the Houses. Each House had a member of staff who was
Head of House in addition to being a class teacher, and there were occasional House Days with
activities related to the particular element after which that House was named. We still have in our
archive some folders of work and drawings put together by each House.
Under Mrs Hughes' headship, starting in 2006, the same four House names were retained, though
the children were placed in Year Group corridors, instead of House corridors, so that for example all
Year 6 classes were in one corridor, and some children in each class belonged to each House. The
school motto was changed at that time to the present-day "Sharing, Supporting, Striving,
Succeeding".
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To accommodate the five form entry in the present-day school, the classes are now grouped into five
corridors, each of which has been named after one of the last five Headteachers: Sturgeon, King,
White, Kemp and Hughes. Recently, when visiting a class on Kemp corridor, Mr Kemp was surprised
and amused to be asked by one of the younger children whether he actually owned these rooms! This
corridor arrangement does not change or replace the House system, however. About a quarter of
the children in each class belong to each of the four Houses. And now the colour wheel has come full
circle, as the members of the individual Houses now have brightly coloured cotton PE tops in their
new House colours, which are: Air, yellow; Earth, green; Fire, red; and Water, blue.

Headteachers throughout the years
Between 1938 and today, the list of Headteachers is remarkably short, as most of them served for
lengthy periods:
Moulsham Junior Girls’ School:
Miss Winifred Rankin
1938 – 1949
Miss S Pettet
1949 – 1969

(previously at Widford C of E Elementary School)
(retired when schools combined)

Moulsham Junior Boys’ School:
Mr Stanley Petchey
1938 – 1956 (came from Trinity Road Juniors)
Mr R G Hymas (acting Head)
September - December 1956
Mr Tom Sturgeon
January 1957 – April 1982 (Head of combined school from 1969)
Moulsham Junior School (combined mixed school)
Mr Tom Sturgeon, as above
Mrs Pat King
April 1982 – Dec 1991
Mrs Sheila White
Jan 1992 – July 1994
Mr Brian Day (acting Head)
September 1994 – Dec 1994
Mr Les Kemp
January 1995 – July 2006
Mrs Linda Hughes
September 2006 – April 2014
Mrs Marie Staley
September 2014 –

Peter Turrall: my journey to school from 1938
My parents moved from Hill Road Springfield to a new house in Widford Road in 1936. Over a period
of less than three years I attended Trinity Road, Friars and Widford schools, before starting in
1938 at the brand new Moulsham Junior School, with its modern equipment, rolling green boards (not
black) and desks with inkwells instead of the slates and chalk we had in my previous schools.
The journey from Widford to Moulsham Juniors along the Princes Road would normally take about
twenty minutes walking at a steady pace. However, my young brother Michael and I always started
out around an hour before school commenced at 9am, taking in the local surrounds or even playing
games on the way. Looking back, our journey took in buildings and areas which sadly are no longer.
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Starting from my parents’ house at the bottom of Widford Road, we came to a large roundabout.
This was an oval shaped area of grass surrounded by a low metal fence capped with a wooden rail and
on one side an AA box with telephone etc. The roundabout was large enough for young boys to play
football on the grass as there was minimal traffic around in those days. Even if the ball went into
the road, it was recovered before any car ran over it. What a difference it is to today. That
roundabout no longer exists. Many roads now descend on the area and traffic lights regulate the
flow.
On the Wood Street side, an area surrounded by a high wall was known as “the plantation” and during
the Second World War, this was put down to allotments. My father was able to cultivate two ten
rod plots in this area, which supplied the family with vegetables. Opposite, right on the corner of
Wood Street which is now Tesco’s Car Park entry, was an Esso petrol station. This was a depot for
both petrol and paraffin distribution, and the whole area was surrounded by tall spike capped metal
fences, as the vehicle road tankers were kept there overnight.
Behind the petrol station was a large sports ground owned by Crompton Parkinson, where on many
days during the summer I practised with others, running round the one mile track or playing football
further down the field. The groundsmen lived in the village of Widford and were not pleased with
young boys using these facilities. Many times we were told off or chased away. Further down the
sports field was a well-kept bowling green. Nearer the Wood Street entrance was a very large brick
building which housed a squash court. It was on this sports ground every year before and after the
war, that Crompton’s held their sports day and social event to which all employees families and others
were invited.
Moving down Princes Road, on the same side as the Crompton’s sports field, was the Sunbeam Café
(now known as Miami Motel). Two of my best friends Terry and Granville Allen lived there with their
parents and their sister Denise. They all went to Moulsham School, but when war was declared in
1939, they were the first people to be evacuated to Winnipeg in Canada, and after some time I lost
contact with them. The café still carried on and it was a stopping place for most people on their
journey either by car or coach to London.
Opposite the Sunbeam Café was a three cornered piece of waste ground which, during the war, was
utilised to house a makeshift area for the making of Wattle fences. Most local residents at that
time volunteered to make these fences, including my own parents. Goodness knows what they were
used for, but many were made and each week a lorry came and carted them away. Eventually tank
traps made of concrete were laid on the corner of this ground, probably to prevent any vehicle coming
down Princes Road in the case of a war time emergency. It was here that I found a number of
“Molotov cocktails”, which were an explosive device inside glass containers. During the war we also
found dangerous “butterfly bombs” in the hedges in this area which, if touched, exploded and sent
shrapnel all over the place.
Continuing down Princes Road and on the left hand side was an entry into Oakland’s Park. Often we
boys would nip into the park and have a brief game of football, turning up eventually to school with
muddy boots or damaged clothes (the wrath of our parents came later!). In the park were a number
of horse chestnut trees, and in autumn we would collect the conkers from them and yes, have conker
fights or take them to school and try and beat our friends’ conkers by bashing ours against theirs
(no health and safety rules then). Many a time I have come away with bruised fingers or even a
damaged face.
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Going back to the opposite side of the road, and at the end of the long black fence which enclosed
the Crompton sports field with the tennis courts immediately behind, we came to a small garage and
petrol station owned and run by a jovial Mr Radford. During the war he would let you have a gallon
of paraffin for the heaters which stood in the house. In those days radiators in private houses were
unheard of – some had gas or electric fires, but in the main coal or coke fires.
Next came Hillside Grove, and next to a shop on the corner was another piece of open land which
nowadays is swallowed up by houses. The corner shop, known as “Hillside Stores”, was run by two
sisters by the name of Bullas. They were quite petite ladies, and would never go beyond the allocation
of rationed sweets which in those days cost young boys only a few pennies for a sherbet dab or
lollipop. Ice creams were also available, as well as lemon or orange ‘dips’, a portion of lemon powder
wrapped in white paper with a toffee stick to lick off the powder.
Beyond the waste ground we came to the bottom end of Longstomps Avenue. This crossed the main
Princes Road and continued into Vicarage Road. Nowadays this is blocked off and there is a
pedestrian underpass. Longstomps Avenue was an unmade road for many years, and when it rained,
water and gravel flowed down it and across Princes Road. On the other side of Longstomps Avenue
was a very large gravel pit owned by an organisation called Peters and Barham. Numerous lorries took
the sand and gravel away from the pits each day, crossing over the various footpaths so children had
to be very careful as they walked by.
The gravel pits were good for exploration, but obviously very dangerous, with deep water. There
were warnings from the owners and from parents not to enter this area. However, young boys were
all for an adventure, and during the winter months when ice formed on the various ponds, we often
took our sledges or had slides going across the ponds. Slides were also formed on the pavements en
route to school. Many parents complained, in case they happened to slip on them, but rarely did an
accident occur.
Well, our adventure to school is nearly over, as we are about to arrive at the school gates. Nobody
to see you across the road and certainly hardly any cars about. Later we were allowed to take our
bikes to school or our four wheeled trolleys, and leave them near the school entrance to be collected
after school.
As war approached in 1939, care had to be taken en route to school, and we always had to carry our
issued gas masks. Some people had to take prepared lunches, although drinks were usually available
at lunch times in the school.
Editor’s note: It would be interesting to hear more of your various journeys to school. Some of you
may recall another fascinating account, by past pupil John Land, in the Spring 2010 Newsletter, of
his journey to school between 1942 and 1946. This can still be read on the school website.
If you live within reach of Chelmsford, you are welcome to come to Peter’s talk at Widford Church
at 7.30pm on Saturday 2nd April, on his life in Widford village. Full details on page 2.
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Hilary Balm (Dye): From the July 1969 school log books
The following are Log book entries written by Head Teachers Miss Pettet and Mr Sturgeon for the
final month before the Junior Girls’ and Boys’ Schools combined:
Junior Girls’ School
July 1st: In the afternoon, 2nd, 3rd and 4th year girls watched the Investiture of HRH the Prince
of Wales at Caernarvon Castle.
July 3rd: We held our Annual Sports Day today, with fine weather and a good crowd of parents.
Swimming certificates were also presented.
July 9th/10th: Entries have been received for the school handicraft competition, and the posy and
cookery groups have been particularly popular. Judges were:
Art - Mr Picken, Cookery - Mrs Bain, Posies and Hats - Miss Purdie and Miss Warboys
Wild Flowers - Mrs Palmer and Mrs Judd
July 10th: Today is Open Day and we have had a very good attendance of parents.
July 16th: We held our Annual Concert to a packed audience in the Civic Theatre tonight and it was
an extremely polished performance, with violins, recorders and choral speaking. The full choir sang
"The Happy Prince". At the end, Mrs Edwards, supported by the other managers, presented Miss
Pettet with a battery electric clock.
July 19th: Today was our school party. The girls of classes 9 and 10, with Mrs Taylor and Miss Bell
catered and a very successful tea was provided. The boys of class 10, with Mr Picken, joined the
party and enjoyed the lollies which were served at playtime.
July 22nd: This afternoon was Miss Pettet's presentation. She was presented with a beautiful
bouquet, a photograph album containing photographs of the whole school and signed by all the girls,
a stainless steel fruit dish and a dress ring. Tea was later served by the staff to Mr Bungey, Mr
Cooper, HMI, Miss Gregory and invited guests. In the evening, the staff took Miss Pettet out to
dinner and presented her with a pair of binoculars.
July 23rd: Today the Junior Girls' staff was invited to have lunch with the Junior Boys' staff.
School closed at the end of the afternoon session for the summer holidays.
August 31st: 1969 Miss S E Pettet retired after 20 years as Headmistress.
September 1st: Moulsham Junior Girls' School and Moulsham Junior Boys' School amalgamated to
form Moulsham County Junior School under the Headship of Mr T W Sturgeon, previously head of
the Boys.
Junior Boys’ School
July 1st 1969: Class 8 accompanied by Mr Dunstan and Mr McGinley visited Ingatestone Hall. The
School watched on Television the Investiture of Prince Charles as Prince of Wales.
July 2nd: School Fete raised £38. 12s.4d for School Fund. Wool collection brought £4. 16s. 0d.
July 5th: About 70 models entered in the Handicraft Exhibition of Chelmsford Carnival. Prizes were
won as follows: First prize; Steven Cook (5), Neil Stapleton (1), Trevor White-Miller & Neil Westrope
(7), Mark Hale (4), Martin Tweedie (5); Class 6 and class 10 (group models). Second Prizes;
Christopher Jenkins (4) and Dary Anderson (4 ) - two prizes. Third Prize; David Poole (9) and Richard
Hambling (8).
July 15th: Telephone information received from Mr Boyers, County Hall, that yesterday the County
Schools Committee sanctioned the amalgamation of the two Junior Schools under the Headship of
Mr T W Sturgeon as from 1st September. Parents of 298 boys visited the school to see their boy's
work and discuss his progress.
July 16th: AGM of School Funds attended by all staff and House Captains.
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July 17th: Display Day - "The weather". Certificates presented by Mr J V Jenkins, retiring
Headmaster of Moulsham Senior Boys' School.
July 21st: Sports Day. The School learnt with deepest sorrow that Miss Pozzi, Headmistress of
Moulsham Senior Girls' School died in hospital last evening.
July 22nd: Rounders Rally. Headmaster, Mr Picken, Mr Hodgson and Mrs Donovan attended the
farewell presentations to Miss S Pettet, retiring Headmistress.
July 23rd: Presentations made to Mr McGinley and Mrs Bard, who leave this term. Staff versus boys
rounders match - staff 4.5, boys 2.5. Boys' Staff invited Girls' Staff to a joint lunch. Twenty eight
sat down. Fourth year gave a very good Farewell Concert. School closed 4 pm. Number on roll 350.
July 24th: About 50 boys helped move desks ready for amalgamation with the Girls' School.
July 31st: Official notification received from Divisional Education Officer that the Junior Boys' and
Junior Girls' Schools are to be one School under the Headship of Mr T W Sturgeon from 1st
September 1969.

News in brief
Maurice Woods writes: I was sorry to read of Tony Woollett's death, as he was in my class at the
Senior School. Also I was in the Salvation Army Junior Band with Eric Hayward. He was a bit
younger than me. His Dad and uncle played in the Home Guard Band with my Dad in the War. Tony
did very well, even though like me he was an 11+ and 13+ failure.
Juliet Jones (Lindars), 1951-55, writes: I was very interested to read the obituary for Mrs Pat
Sturgeon (Miss Purdie when I knew her). I loved Brownies; I think we were called the 1st Mildmay
pack, or was that Guides? I can remember going to Miss Purdie’s house in Vicarage Road to do my
Hostess Badge, and ‘Taps’ was sung to the Westminster Chimes. I was also very interested to read
about the Odeon, but we didn’t go to the Long Bar: Our favourite was the Orpheus Coffee Bar in a
basement in New London Road. I do hope to get to one of the future Open Afternoons.
Peter ‘Charlie’ Smith, 1938. Peter wishes a cheery ‘Hi-de-hi’ to all his old school friends. In our
Autumn 2015 Newsletter, Peter recalled his memories of attending Chelmsford cinemas in his youth.
He also enjoyed going to the Central Youth Club, joined a drama group and became an enthusiastic
concert party entertainer. In his childhood, he tells us that he especially enjoyed the various shows
and fairs which took place on the Baddow Meads. On one occasion he watched circus animals being
off-loaded opposite Marconi’s and then being paraded through Chelmsford High Street. Peter has
also been a great supporter of Chelmsford City Football team, and was made a life member of the
supporters club. One of the Moulsham schoolmates he has kept in touch with over the years is Ray
Thorogood, now in his 90s.
David Reade, 1945-51, writes: So many thanks again for sending me memories of my first Alma Mater.
It is so nice to keep up with news from the old school, frankly the only of my two schools where I was
happy.
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Obituaries
Gerald Britton, 1947-51
We were very sorry to hear that Gerald Britton passed away in September last year after a long battle
with Myeloma. His wife June recalls that he used to enjoy reading the newsletters very much. We send
June our sincere condolences.
Margaret Shoulders (Story), 1938
More sad news, that Margaret Shoulders (Story), one of the first Moulsham pupils when the school
opened in 1938, died in January this year.

Copies of this and earlier issues of the newsletter are on the past pupils’ page of the school website:
www.moulsham-jun.essex.sch.uk

Data Protection Legislation
Please note that for the purpose of compiling the Past Pupils’ mailing list, and for no other purpose
whatsoever, your name and address is being held as a computer record. If for any reason you object
to this, would you please inform us immediately in writing. Unless we hear from you, your consent is
assumed.
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