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A note about the pictures in the paper version of this Newsletter:
We were very sad to hear of the death on Saturday 4th November of Mr Jim Orchard, husband of the
school’s Pastoral Support Leader Mrs Michelle Orchard, after a long illness. Mr Orchard, who ran the
Orchard Print firm, has been producing our photo pages and occasional fully printed Newsletters to a very
high standard over many years. In this issue, as in the last, we have simply included a few duplicated
pictures in the paper version of the Newsletter. Full colour versions of these, and several additional
photos not included in the paper version, can be seen in this online version on the past pupils’ page of the
school website.
We are glad to hear that Mrs Orchard and her son Joe intend to keep Orchard Print going, so we hope to
have one or more sheets of glossy printed pictures in the Spring issue of the Newsletter..
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Welcome to the Autumn Newsletter
After a delightfully warm and sunny autumn in Chelmsford this year, winter is now closing in. It is almost
six months since a good crowd of us met up at this year’s Open Afternoon back in May. Once again it was
a happy and enjoyable occasion, and there are pictures, names and highlights on pages 4 and 5, together
with an account of Gus Gowers’ fascinating talk that same afternoon on pages 6 and 7.
We already have a date for next year’s get-together, which will be on Saturday 9th June 2018, from 14pm as usual. Do please make a note of the date in your 2018 diary, and we look forward to seeing as many
of you as possible on the day. Because of other school commitments, you will see that our 2018 Open
Afternoon will be a couple of weeks later than in recent years, this time in early June. We hope this will
mean that some of you who regularly take your holiday in late May will now have the opportunity to come
along and meet up with old friends at next year’s reunion.
Next year, 2018, will be a special year: the 80th anniversary of the 1938 opening of the Moulsham Junior
Boys’ and Girls’ Schools, which then combined in 1969 to form the present co-educational Moulsham Junior
School on the same site. We plan to have a special anniversary edition of the Newsletter, and invite as
many of you as possible of you to send in a memory from your own decade at the school (see the article
on page 12 for details).
It is a cause for special celebration that we are still in touch with a good number of the original 1938
pupils. Seven of them came along to this year’s reunion, and others are still in touch by post or email.
Since we produced the first Past Pupils’ Newsletter back in 1999, many of these first-day pupils have
written up their interesting and entertaining recollections for our Newsletters. Among these are Marcus
Knight, who has added some more of his own recollections in this current issue (page 8), Doug Fawcett,
who sent in the football photos on page 10, and we have news from Diane Berthelot (Lawson) on pages 11
and 15. Les Kemp and Kathleen are hoping to meet up shortly with two more of the early-years pupils who
were with us at the Open Afternoon, to record some of their stories for the anniversary year.
Thank you to all who have written or sent in pictures for the present issue of the Newsletter. Special
thanks to Maureen Rignall, who has put together on pages 12-15 a lot of her own memories of school and
town in response to various articles in recent Newsletters, and to former Headteacher Les Kemp for his
delightful piece on children’s ‘crazes’. Do send us your own thoughts and recollections on either or both
of these topics, or indeed any other aspect of your life at or after Moulsham Junior School.
As usual, please send your news, photos and articles for the next Newsletter to Mrs Kathleen Boot at 1A
Vicarage Road, Chelmsford CM2 9PG, or by email to kathleen.boot@tiscali.co.uk . We look forward very much
to hearing from you.
With all good wishes for a happy Christmas and for the New Year 2018

Kathleen Boot (Nash)
Moulsham Junior Girls’ School 1951-55
Editor
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From the Headteacher Mrs Marie Staley
Hello and welcome to the new school year!
We really do love to get up to some unusual and interesting things here at Moulsham Juniors; already this
term we have celebrated International Day of Peace and World Smile Day. Both of these events spanned
the whole school with our youngest seven year old to our most mature eleven year old taking part.
International Day of Peace- 21st September
All classes across the school marked the day by exploring various countries of the UN whose official
languages are Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish. Thank you to Mrs Robinson, our
Geography Leader for coming up with such a lovely idea. “International Day of Peace was a huge success
across the school. It was lovely to see all the children keen to learn about other cultures and communities
and their awareness of the need for global peace to develop.” Mrs Robinson

Above: A piece of imaginative writing and two examples of artwork produced by current pupils for
International Day of Peace on 21st September 2017.
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[cont’d from page 3]
World Smile Day- 6th October
This year we decided to use the painted
rock craze to help us spread some
happiness and love across the community.
The children were invited to paint small
pebbles and bring them into school (see
photo, right). On the day the children
had great fun; hiding and discovering
different people’s art work around the
school.

Open Afternoon, Saturday 13th May 2017
As ever, it was a great pleasure to welcome friends old and new, along with family members, to the 2017 Open
Afternoon, and to have news of others who, on this occasion were not able to be with us. A special thank you
to our volunteers: Adrian Smith and Brian Emmett on the welcoming desk, Sue FitzJohn, Mrs Iris Watts, and
others serving refreshments, all those who kindly made cakes for the occasion, and Angela Charlton and David
Turner for helping set up and tidy away the displays. Former Headteacher Les Kemp was once again a tower
of strength and encouragement, producing all manner of essential signs and notices, as well as quizzes and
displays of sweets and books on education. Thank you to each and every one, and it was lovely to meet up
with friends old and new.

Above left: Adrian Smith 1948 and Brian Emmett
1938 on the welcome desk.
Above right: Doug Fawcett 1938, and Alan Hammond
1940
Left: photos and recollections from 1938-39 on
display in one of the classrooms
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Above: Helpers with refreshments, Angela
Charlton 1952 and Mrs Iris Watts (left) and Mrs
Sue FitzJohn, (right).
Left: Some of their customers.
Below:Dave Hatch, 1951-54, and Angela Poulton
(Long) 1963-65
Bottom row: left-hand photo, Malcolm Robinson,
1939.
Right-hand photo, Valerie Spooner (Bruce), 1946
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List of past pupils at the Open Afternoon, Saturday 14th May 2016
(Girl pupils’ maiden names have been used where known for ease of reference)
1938/9
Brian Emmett
Doug Fawcett
Heather Fleming
Ray Hatherley
Joan Porter
John Reed
Malcolm Robinson
1940s
Jean Baldwin
David Baldwin
Geoff Barnard
Valerie Bruce
Gerald Canfield
John Carter
Gill Edwards

Angus Fleming
Barry French
Gus Gowers
Brian Greatrex
Alan Hammond
Pat Jameson
Peggie Manning
Doreen Parmenter
Barbara Porter
Sybil Redgwell
Brenda Sharpe
Adrian Smith
Michael Smith
Dorothy Spooner
Gordon Thorp
Elizabeth Waring
Andrew Whybrow

1950s
Michael Banks
Bill Bateman
Hilary Dye
Jennifer Giddings
Dave Hatch
Kathleen Nash
Christine Pattinson
Judith Pink
Mick Polley
David Porter
Angela Rawlinson
Gregory Redgwell
1960s
Angela Long

1970s
Darren Peacock
Mark Peacock
Carol Rayner
Julie Starr
Sharon Stoneman
David Turner
1980s
Jo Gowers
Staff and helpers
Les Kemp
Mrs Gill Kemp
Brian Poole, ’83-90
Sue Fitz-John
Mrs Iris Watts

There were one or two other signatures which unfortunately we couldn’t decipher.

Apologies were

received from: Diane Berthelot (Lawson), Hugh Piper, Bill Bateman, Martyn Edwards, Peter ‘Charlie’ Smith,
Howard Norman, Maureen Rignall (Bidwell), Joan Wade (Lamb), Marion Lodge (Weston), Steve Bewers,
and Peter Turrall. We look forward to seeing some or all of these at next year’s Open Afternoon.

Gus Gowers 1941-45: Life in the Police Force
A highlight of this year’s Open Afternoon was the fascinating
talk given by 1941-45 past pupil Gus Gowers. Some 26 of us
gathered in a former Junior Boys’ School classroom to hear his
entertaining and informative recollections of his working life,
most of it in the Essex Police Force.
Seventy-six years ago, during the wartime years of 1941-45, Gus
was a pupil at Moulsham Junior Boys’ School, just a few years
after it opened in 1938. Mr Petchey was the Headmaster, and
Gus also remembers teacher Mr Hodgson and the long green
roller boards in each classroom at that time. In 1945, he went
on to the Senior Boys’ School, then the ‘Tech’, and spent some
time at Marconi’s before serving for three years in the Army.
For the next 31 years, Gus served in the Essex Police Force. When he started out as an officer on the
beat in Grays, the equipment provided was distinctly basic: he was issued with a pocket book, a whistle, a
truncheon, a helmet, and a weekly boot and lamp allowance of three shillings (15 pence in modern money).
At only 21 years old and a new recruit, he was expected to patrol the streets of Grays on foot and alone
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overnight until 6am, with no radio or other means of communicating other than public phone boxes. No
mobile phones in those days! He would often not see another policeman for several hours at a time.
Bikes were available for incidents requiring an urgent response. In 1957 Gus recalled jumping on a bike
to attend a road accident involving a little girl with a pram. Fortunately the little girl was unhurt, though
her doll was smashed to pieces. Twenty years later, working in Chelmsford, he stopped a motorist who
had a defective tyre on Sandford Road, and issued a personal verbal warning to the driver, who he then
recognised as his Junior School Headmaster Mr Petchey! He decided against introducing himself as a
former pupil.
Another road accident, in 1970, made it to the front page of the Essex Chronicle, accompanied by an
appealing photo of PC Gowers rescuing a tiny duckling outside the large van involved in the crash. In actual
fact, by the time the Chronicle reporter arrived on the scene, Gus and his colleagues had already rounded
up the several thousand ducklings which had escaped on to the road in the accident, and returned them
safely into the van. But of course the Chronicle needed a good picture to go with the story, so Gus was
persuaded to let one duckling out again to be photographed whilst he picked it up!
Gus was not involved in any chases of armed criminals or murderers. The Police had always had access to
firearms if required, but they were rarely needed. The guns were kept in a locked box at the Station and
if needed were issued only to officers who had been in the Army and knew how to use them. There was
at that time no training for the use of firearms within the police force itself. In the 1960s Gus was sent
on a five day Army training course to qualify as a firearms instructor, and in 1973, by which time the use
of firearms was a little more common, he was appointed as a firearms instructor within the Police. Later,
he discovered that the FBI in the United States had an excellent advanced course in Special Weapons
and Tactics (SWAT) in Virginia, and he managed to get himself sent on this course. From it he learned a
great deal, paid for by the European authorities and the taxpayer. Over the years he was involved in some
110 firearms incidents, but none where they had to be used by the police. In 1986, sadly, a colleague of
his, PC Bill Bishop, was killed in an incident at Frinton. The funeral took place in a thunderstorm, which
then stopped, and a shaft of sunlight shone right on to the coffin. Bill had been an excellent police officer
and a personal friend.
There were many questions and comments for Gus from the very appreciative audience, and we are
grateful to him for giving us such an interesting and informative talk. If any other past pupils would like
to give a talk at a future open Afternoon, do please get in touch.

Chelmer Valley Old Students’ Association: relaunch of website
Hilary Balm (Dye), 1951-55, like many Moulsham junior pupils, went on to the Mid Essex County Technical
School at age 11, and has kept in touch with former students through their reunions and newsletters over
the years. Those of you who also went to the ‘Tech’ in its various forms and locations between 1933 and
the present day, may like to know that the Chelmer Valley Old Students Association website has now been
relaunched and can be found at www.cvosa.org.uk
There is access to many photos, though to protect
some more personal details, registration is needed to look at the collection of over 100 newsletters. Hilary
has asked her CVOSA contact, Bob Newman, if he could draw the attention of his readers to our own
newsletters for past pupils of Moulsham Junior School.
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Head Boys
The two following letters are responses to a question in our Spring issue, on whether there had been any
previous Head Boys or Head Girls in the Moulsham Junior Schools before the appointments made this
year. Many thanks to both Marcus and Barrie, and we would welcome any further information from others.

A letter from Marcus Knight, 1938 founder pupil
Thank you for another interesting issue of the Newsletter for Spring 2017. On page 3, as an addendum
to the Headteacher’s article, you ask about Head Boys and Head Girls, or prefects.
I was a founder pupil at Moulsham Junior Boys’ School in 1938, and such appointments were not made then.
We did, however, have MONITORS, who were chosen for their ability to do jobs, run messages etc. I
was one when in the top class under Mr Hymas. I remember being very pleased to be given the classroom
key, and told to arrive early to clean the blackboard, get out chalk, and prepare anything required that
day. After a period of probation, I was then made responsible for cleaning and filling the ink wells on
each desk (no ball points – they were a wartime invention).
Further promotion came with the responsibility for the Headmaster Mr Petchey’s attendance blackboard,
on the wall outside his office. Every morning a runner from each class brought their attendance figure,
which I had to write up on the board, and then work out totals for the whole School.

From Barrie Stevens, 1959-61
There were two head
boys at Moulsham Junior
Boys’ School in my time,
1959-1961. The first was
Norman Ridgway who
went on to Colchester
Royal Grammar School
and eventually became a
teacher at Blundell's
School, Tiverton.
You
can see him on this 1959
Moulsham Juniors’ 21st
anniversary
pageant
photo. He is on the very
end (right), head in hand
looking bored leaning on a
wooden post.

And then there was John Sanderson, whose family ran Marconi's guest house, Hampton House, in Beehive
Lane. I think he also went to Colchester Royal Grammar School but am not sure.
8

Les Kemp, Headteacher 1995-2006: Children’s Crazes
It is said that it isn’t a craze until it is banned in schools.
I can remember as a child local crazes such as collecting Willie Woodbine
badges, used to identify membership of a gang more recognisable for
wearing our gabardine mackintoshes as a cloak, and fighting with imaginary
swords, than a WW badge pinned on the inside of our lapel. Seasonal
crazes such as conkers involved large numbers of children scavenging for
conkers, and I still can’t bear to see conkers rotting on the grass. I collect
them, delighting in finding particularly large ones or cheese cutters with a
sharp edge, but my grandchildren aren’t interested. I got several clouts
around the ear from my mum for going home in shoes without laces because
I had used the laces to string my conkers on. It is however the national
crazes that really fascinate me.
I go into about thirty primary schools as a volunteer running a project called Keep on Reading, and this
enables me to ask children about current crazes. The latest one I have been aware of is Fidget Spinners,
which is a small toy that fits in the palm of your hand. The centre is a ball bearing and it’s surrounded by
perfectly weighted spokes or prongs. At the most basic level, you flick the spokes to spin the spinner,
but you can do tricks or compete against friends. The children tell me that this craze is on the wane as
reflected by the discounted prices. One class I recently asked about ownership of a fidget spinner
brought an 88% positive response, with many children having more than one fidget spinner.
I have been asking adults of different ages about childhood crazes, and the ones remembered most clearly
are football cards and hula-hoops. Football cards have appeared many times, and I’m sure some adults’
sharp business practices have resulted from what they learnt when swapping football cards. Football
cards were often banned in schools following complaints from parents that their child had brought forty
cards to school, including some rare specimens, but after trading cards with other children, had returned
home with just ten of the most common cards.
Whereas the original football cards were mainly traded by boys, the hula hoops were primarily brought to
school by girls, and after hours of practise they could often keep them moving around the body for hours
on end. Looking back, I wish I had devoted time to this craze, as it would have perhaps prevented me
being labelled the most unsupple patient an osteopath had ever encountered in her many years in practice.
Hula hoops were a total embarrassment to me and resulted in some extended teasing.
Other crazes that have been mentioned to me are listed below, and we would welcome any memories you
have of participating in any of them, particularly during break times in the school playground. Please also
let me know of any crazes you remember, that I have missed out.
Hopscotch, Skipping (particularly using two ropes as featured in the film Sister Act), Cat’s Cradle, Hand
Clapping, Marbles, Kick the Can (this is one I have never previously heard of), Collecting Giveaways from
Cornflake Boxes, Cigarette Cards and later Brooke Bond Tea Cards, Top Trumps, Pokemon, Yo-Yos and
Rubik Cubes.
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Doug Fawcett, 1938 pupil: Football photos 1989 and 2014

Two photos sent in by Doug Fawcett, 1938 pupil, of the Chelmsford City Southern League and Cup
winners in 1989, and those present, including himself, who met to celebrate the 25th anniversary of
that success story. You may also recognise other familiar names on the list.
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From Dave Sturgeon, 1958-62: Chelmsford Remembered
Thank you so much for the latest interesting Spring newsletter. It is 55 years since I left but it still
brings back some good memories!
Whilst reading it, it struck me that it would be useful and interesting, for people who are not aware of it,
to mention the Facebook site ~ ‘Chelmsford Remembered’. Likewise, to ask Chelmsford Remembered to
post a link to the Past Pupil newsletters as each one is published. This idea came to mind on a couple of
occasions whilst reading the Autumn 2016 newsletter, especially when looking at the Stephen Jeffers
photo of the boys sitting round with his game, as that was on the Chelmsford Remembered site as well.
I do have a Facebook account but I’m not really ‘into’ it (!) so I have no idea of how to go about it.
Chelmsford Remembered is a private group, so you have to request joining it, but that seems to just be a
formality. Moulsham schools have been mentioned a few times, but not that often. Our Moulsham Junior
School Past Pupils’ Newsletter has a wealth of memories about the school and Chelmsford more generally,
which I am sure would be of interest to Facebook members as well.
Editor’s note:
Steve Bewers, who is considerably more computer literate than me, says he can’t at this time find a way
of publicising the Past Pupils’ Newsletter on the main ‘Chelmsford Remembered’ website itself, but notes
that it is possible on the Chelmsford Remembered Facebook page to create a group (also in Facebook)
that will be a link to share information with its members. We are looking into this option and will let you
know how to join the group if it works out and you are interested.

More about Oaklands Park and Museum
In our Spring Newsletter this year, we included happy memories from several past pupils who lived near
Oaklands Park in their childhood. Following on, 1938 pupil Diane Berthelot (Lawson) now writes: “Oaklands
Park was a joy to me. If the weather was bad I would wander through the rooms of the big house and enjoy
the contents; especially the Victorian wedding dress and tiny slippers, the penny farthing bicycle and the
beautiful stuffed birds in their glass cases. I spent many happy days in the park during the summer holidays.
We lived so near.”
As mentioned in the Spring issue, there are plans to refurbish the old Oaklands House, built in Victorian
times, which was bought by the Borough Council in 1930 to rehouse the Chelmsford Museum. The intention
is to improve the display areas and create a good-sized café for visitors, which will be open even at times
when the museum itself is closed. The Museum authorities were delighted to learn recently that they have
been awarded a £1.44 million grant from the National Heritage Lottery Fund for this project. Work is
expected to start early next year.
During October, there was a special exhibition at the museum, showing details of the planned upgrading,
which will include a large café with indoor and outdoor space overlooking the rose gardens and park area at
the rear of the building. Kathleen went along to the exhibition, and can report that Boris the large brown
bear, who most of us remember with awe, and the snarling stuffed white tiger, which hasn’t been displayed
for several years now, are each to be rehoused in splendid new display cases, so they can be admired by
generations of future schoolchildren. In the park itself there will be additional seating, some of it round the
trunks of larger trees; information boards about flora, fauna and some of the magnificent trees; a little
bridge across the ha-ha from which many of us have jumped in earlier years; and a live camera feed from new
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bird boxes into the museum. All admirably child-friendly. One or two of you have asked about a very large
oak tree which used to grow in the centre of the front lawn of the park, but which is no longer there. Mystery
solved: information in the exhibition revealed that it was a very old Turkey Oak, which was sadly felled by
the great storm of 1987.
The rooms in the Victorian part of the museum are to be closed in early January 2018, to allow the old displays
to be removed and the development work to begin. So if you live nearby, or are passing through Chelmsford
in the near future, this will be your last opportunity to revisit the museum as it is now.

The CJ Conway Awards for Written and Spoken English
As mentioned in the Spring 2017 Newsletter, 1953 past pupil Chris Conway, who now lives in Sydney,
Australia, is generously sponsoring annual Written and Spoken English Awards for current year 6 (top
year) pupils at Moulsham Junior School. In consultation with the teaching staff concerned, it was agreed
that there would be book voucher prizes for two winners in each category, and special medals for the
runners-up. Two finalists were chosen from each of the five year 6 classes, on the basis of their written
work and discussions in class, and four overall winners were identified in a further round of the
competition.
This year’s winners and runners-up were presented with their prizes and medals at the July end-of-term
assembly, just before they left Moulsham Junior School to become past pupils themselves. We wish them
every success and happiness in their various secondary schools, and look forward to seeing some of them
again at a future date.
The 2017 winners of the CJ Conway Spoken English Award were Olivia Boxer and Emily Shaw, and runners
up were Maariya Bhula, Nicolas Ostaszewski, Michael Richardson, Rory Ainsworth, Heidi Ryder, Theo
Boxer, Calum Gibson and Asmaa Mahmood.
Winners of the CJ Conway Written English Award were Haniah Chaudhury and Akshada Srivastava, and
the runners-up were Layla Rout, Jack Roberts, Kian Skilbeck, Jessica Wood, Albert Richardson, Daska
Franklin, Alex Lockett and Stewart Day. Congratulations to them all.

Eight decades of Moulsham Juniors: 1938 to 2018

Next year, 2018, we plan to celebrate the past eight decades of Moulsham Junior School with a series of
recollections from each decade. To help us with this, we would like to invite our readers, including both
past pupils and past and current teachers, to send in one or more special memories of any aspect of school
or life generally, from the decade when you were at the school. These could relate to school events, plays
and pageants, lessons, teachers, excursions etc; holiday or weekend activities; or any aspects of local or
national life which made an impact on you at the time. To help jog your memories, here are a few notes
on the school and wider context for each of the 8 decades. If your time at Moulsham Juniors spanned
part of two decades, feel free to choose either or both.
1938-1947: World War II, 1939-45: ration books, austerity, gas masks, air raid shelters. Mr Petchey
Head of Moulsham Junior Boys’ School until 1956, Miss Rankin Head of the Junior Girls until 1949.
Teachers included Mr Picken until 1970s, Mr Gardiner until 1959, Miss Barton until 1964, Miss Skilton
(music) until 1963.

12

1948-1957: 1948, England hosts first postwar Olympics; 1951, festival of Britain; 1953 Coronation of
Queen Elizabeth II, and school Coronation pageant.
Miss Pettet Headmistress from 1949-69. Mr
Sturgeon Headmaster from 1957-83. Teachers included Mrs Donovan 1957-82, and Miss Cook 19521970s.
1958-1967: 1966 England won football World Cup. 1962 Civic Theatre opens in Chelmsford. 1958, Boys’
School celebrates 21st anniversary with a pageant. Teachers included Mrs Greenwood 1965-69 (music).
1968-1977: 1971 Decimal currency introduced. 1977 Queen’s Silver Jubilee. 1969 Chelmsford Corn
Exchange demolished. 1971 High Chelmer Shopping Centre opened. 1969, Moulsham Junior Boys’ School
and the Junior Girls’ School combined to form the present coeducational school with Mr Sturgeon as
Headteacher. Teachers included Mrs Ubee 1970-74, Mrs Leverett 1970-74, Mrs Gough 1971-86, and
Mrs Balaam (later Mrs Brooks) 1975-87.
1978-87: Mrs Thatcher Prime Minister; 1982 Falklands War. 1982 Cramphorn Theatre opens in
Chelmsford. Mrs Pat King Headteacher from April 1982 to December 1991. Teachers included Mr Day,
Mrs Cakebread, Mrs Healy.
1988-97:

1989 Fall of the Berlin Wall. 1994 Channel Tunnel opened.

1988 Centrally placed new

Chelmsford Library opened along with the extension to County Hall. Mrs Sheila White Headteacher
1992-94; Mr Les Kemp Headteacher January 1995-2006. 1988 School’s 50th anniversary celebrations.
1998-2007: 2003 Queen’s Golden Jubilee. Mrs Linda Hughes Headteacher 2006-April 2014. 2002,
First computer suite opened by Chief Inspector of Schools, Mr David Bell. Teachers included Mr Flitman,
Mr Denham.
2008-2017: Mrs Marie Staley Headteacher 2014 to present day. Extensions to the Junior and Infants’
schools opened 2016.
You can read all the recollections sent in by a large number of past pupils, from 1938 to the present day,
in the archive of Newsletters from 1999 onwards, which you can find on the past pupils’ page of the school
website: www.moulsham-jun.essex.sch.uk

Maureen Rignall (Bidwell), 1941: Memories of school and town
Having read the Autumn 2016 newsletter only recently, Maureen has sent us this interesting assortment
of comments on the memories in both that and the Spring 2017 Newsletters. She writes:
I too remember how busy the High Street was in Chelmsford with the double decker buses etc. I used to
cycle with all of that, first to and from Marconi‘s, and later to and from County Hall (the two places I
worked in the 1950s), then home to St. John’s Road four times a day for lunch etc. I used to enjoy
whizzing over the stone bridge on my bike, past the Regent to Moulsham Street.
I also went on a school outing to the Festival of Britain, and I very well remember the death of the King.
On that day we were sitting in the geography / history room, having a history lesson, during which we were
to listen to a schools broadcast on the radio. Our teacher, Mr. Edwin, was not able to get anything on the
set, it was silent, so he left us to go off and find out why we could not access the programme. He returned
to tell us the sad news. At this time I was in Moulsham Senior Girls’ School. I did not get a chance to
take the 11+ since I was often away from school with bronchitis.
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In the Junior School I also remember Miss Skilton, who apart from teaching us music, was my class
teacher for the second year. Miss Clarke was the first year teacher who was a close friend of the head
teacher Miss Rankin. Miss Norris, my third year teacher, got married after I left, and she became Mrs
Taylor.
The Corn Exchange, I remember possibly for a dance, but mainly because when I first became a member
of the St. Cecilia Choral society, we rehearsed and performed the Bartered Bride in there with four
professional opera singers.
Music lessons at Junior School: We definitely did have tambourines, but I was usually not quick enough
to get hold of one and got left with a triangle which I hated! None of our instruments were as
sophisticated as the beautiful xylophone I saw when inspecting the instruments on show during one of my
more recent visits to the school. I was however able to have piano lessons at home.
Frears hardware store in Moulsham Street. I remember Mr Frear in his brown overalls, he used to serve
me when I came with an empty oil can, I would wait while he filled it for me to carry home for our oil
heater which stood in the hall of our non centrally heated house in St. Johns Road. I would warm my hands
where the heat wafted out of the top of it when I came in from school in the 1940s.
Plattens was owned by a Mr Platt. I wonder if there was a connection with Dr Platt, my childhood doctor,
whose surgery was in London Road.
Coval Lane: I remember going to the Coval Lane Clinic with my mother to collect orange juice etc for my
baby sister Janet, born in 1944. I was also taken there to see the dentist. I am not sure if it was my
first visit or not, but I sat in the chair and he said open your mouth. I did not respond. He then looked
at my mother and said “Is she deaf?” No stickers or incentives for children in those days!
Angela Charlton’s list of Moulsham Street shops in the 1950s: Going towards the town centre from
St Johns on the left hand side, after a pub, the first shop was a landmark shiplap boarded building called
Matthews, where I used to queue for sausages or sausage meat for my mother in the 1940s. After this
shop, where you went up three steps, came Mr Warminger’s book/magazine shop, where I used to spend
my pocket money on Enid Blyton adventure books. Mr Warminger also ordered the next one coming out
for me, they cost something like 7/6d or 8/6d.
Somewhere near Mrs Ship’s sweet shop (where we used to go with friends for sherbet dabs) there was a
shoe menders shop. Angela mentioned another sweet shop further down that was Wilkinson’s, run by Mr
and Mrs Wilkinson, where my mum and I used to choose a fairly regular weekend box of chocolates. On
the Friars corner was Stockwell’s the hairdressers. They lived opposite to us in St John’s Road. I used
to play with their two daughters.
Opposite their shop was the greengrocers and next to them, the bookshop called Masons. Opposite them
on the same side as Ryders, the toy/baby shop, was Catts, a large grocers. Our neighbours use to “deal”
there, whereas my mother always “dealt” at the Maypole in the High Street. People usually used to speak
in those days in that way, saying they would deal with a certain shop.
Gus Gowers asked a question about Miss Knight (Infants School teacher). I vaguely remember seeing
her drive her car, but more often I feel she was to be seen on her rather tall, old style bicycle. That
would have been in the 1940s as I didn’t start Infants School until 1941 at 4 years old.
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Doug Fawcett‘s war years memories set me thinking. In January 1944, my mother went off to St John’s
hospital in the middle of the night to give birth to my sister. My father was in the army, so I was left
alone in the house, aged 6½, asleep. I had been warned this might happen, so was not taken by surprise
when the next morning I awoke to hear the lady next door calling my name. She came up to my room, I
got dressed and she took me to another lady up the road who had arranged to look after me until my
mother came home, after about 2 weeks I expect. While I was there (which I did not mind, since they
had a dog ), a bomb fell in the garden of the house next door but one, on the corner of Moulsham Drive
and St John’s Road. I remember seeing the very large hole in the garden as the fence had all gone.
When it was time for my mother to come home, my father was allowed 48 hours leave. He appeared with
a taxi at where I was staying, collected me, and we went to the hospital. I was left sitting in the taxi
waiting by the gatehouse with the driver. Dad appeared after a while with my mother and a baby wrapped
up in a shawl, which I could not see. They all sat in the back of the taxi, I was in the front. I was of
course curious and kept turning round to try and see the new addition to our family. Back at our home,
while my father was unlocking the front door, I asked to see the baby and my mother bent down to show
her to me. We went inside and my father just had time to light a fire for us, still in his army uniform. We
of course had no central heating and it was cold January weather. Dad then had to leave us and go back
to his unit while my poor mother had to get on with looking after the new baby and me.
A year or two later, I do not remember exactly when, my mother wanted to go shopping and she needed
the ration book for that. My sister Janet had hidden it and she would not say where! Mum finally
discovered it under the carpet runner which came down the stairs. We had carpet with stair-rods in
those days and this ration book had been slipped under the carpet. Those war years still fascinate me,
even though my memory is patchy due to being very young at the time. I am currently reading a lady’s
account of her war years, in a book called Teddy Bears and Doodlebugs.

Addresses
We are pleased to be adding new readers of the Newsletter to our distribution lists all the time, and we
are now in touch with well over 700 past pupils, in various countries. Do let us know if you have friends or
relatives who were at Moulsham Juniors and who would like to receive either postal copies of the
Newsletter or an email reminder each time a new issue is posted on the school website. If you yourself
move house or change your email address, please remember to update us. Many thanks.

News in brief
Diane Berthelot (Lawson), 1938, wrote to say that she would have loved to come to the Open Afternoon back
in May, but both she and her husband are now in poor health, sadly, so she could not have made the journey
from Norfolk. Diane continues to enjoy writing, both letters and poems. She has sent a beautifully illustrated
booklet of her latest poems, Poems to Please, Book 2, and tells us that she is delighted to have now had a
total of six of her poems published in the Daily Mail. Well done, Diane! We shall add this latest volume to
the others she has kindly sent us over the years, and have them all on display at next year’s Open Afternoon.
Diane’s poems mostly celebrate country life throughout the seasons, from the first snowdrops and daffodils
through to autumn leaves and Christmas, as well as verses to commemorate national events such as royal
weddings and the Queen’s diamond Jubilee.
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Obituaries
Ray Sewell, 1938 pupil
We were sad to hear from Mrs Tanya Sewell, that her father-in-law Ray Sewell, one of our first-day pupils
at Moulsham Junior Boys’ School in 1938, had sadly passed away on 21st December 2016. We last saw Ray
and Tanya at the 2015 Open Afternoon, where he met several former schoolmates and, despite some memory
loss resulting from dementia, he enjoyed recalling stories of their school life together. For the Autumn 2015
Newsletter, Tanya then kindly produced a lovely article about Ray’s life, illustrated with photographs. You
can see this on the past pupils’ page of the school website. We send our sincere condolences to Tanya and all
Ray’s family.

Christine Heard (Mitchell), 1952-56
We were very sorry to hear of the death of Christine Heard (Mitchell) in July, after falling ill earlier this
year. Former Moulsham schoolmate Angela Charlton (Emery) writes:
Christine and her family lived in Moulsham Drive in her early years. She attended Moulsham Juniors from
1952 to 1956. She went to Brownies and Guides in the church hall, with our Brown Owl being [former
Moulsham Infants Headmistress] Mrs Sturgeon. At 11 Christine attended the newly built Sandon
School. In her early teens the family moved to Tiptree and she went to school in Colchester. She then
attended teacher training college. Her teaching career started at St. Lukes, Tiptree, then Milldene,
Tiptree followed by Deputy Head at St. Michaels, Colchester. Head at Chipping Hill, Witham was her
final job before her retirement.
Christine married Richard Heard and they had two children, Karl and Jane and two grandchildren. On
their retirement Christine and Richard lived in Spain, coming back to Tollesbury for part of the
year. Some years ago they came back to Tollesbury enjoying time with their grandchildren and friends.
We were best friends along with the other children who lived in Moulsham Drive between Oaklands
Crescent and the bend in the road.
Former MJS Headteacher Les Kemp knew Christine as a colleague, and writes:
I started teaching at St Luke’s Primary School in Tiptree, the same school as Christine did but she had
started the previous September to me. I was in admiration of her teaching skills because she was so
assured in every aspect of the job, with a well organised classroom, a class that hung on every word she
said, senior colleagues who used the staffroom to discuss how well this young teacher was doing and
parents who were delighted to have their children taught by her. Few of the above attributes applied to
me and to cap it all she had a delightful sense of humour.
Over the years, I came across Christine at courses and other gatherings of teachers as we both taught
in North East Essex and so we exchanged news and moans about the latest orders from the Department
of Education. Our careers progressed and we found ourselves working alongside each other as
headteachers in Witham. Christine was the headteacher of a delightful Infant School at Chipping Hill,
where most of the children moved to Powers Hall Junior School at age seven, the school where I was the
headteacher. I loved working in collaboration with Christine because the children at her school came to
Powers Hall with an enthusiasm for learning, well developed skills and an independence that was a great
credit to her and her colleagues. I used to visit Chipping Hill to take assemblies in order to forge links
between our two schools and she used to laugh and point out the beginnings were always better than the
endings, which was because I prepared the assembly while walking the dog and often the walk finished
before I got to the end of the assembly. Christine was very good at getting extra resources for her school
including a major building project of which I was envious.
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Christine’s funeral was held at an overflowing church in Tollesbury and in the congregation were many
former colleagues, but sitting at the back I said a prayer of thanks to Christine for rescuing me many
times at meetings in Witham when she had read the paperwork and I hadn’t.
Thank you Christine, you were a great teacher and a wonderful colleague.
Mark Cresswell, Bursar at Moulsham Junior School
More sad news from Les Kemp, who writes:
I was very sad to hear that Mark Cresswell, who has been the Business Manager at Moulsham Juniors for
the past couple of years, died in the last week of October at the age of 50.
I visited several South Chelmsford Primary Schools immediately after half-term and in each I was asked
if I was aware of the sad news of the death of Mark Cresswell. Mark was widely known at the schools in
this area because he was the first South Chelmsford Consortium of Schools Finance Manager, a role he
developed with great skill having begun his career with Barclays Bank. He had the financial knowledge and
the delightful personality, energy and sense of humour to work with so many head teachers, school finance
staff and school governors in making the very best use of the money at their disposal. He was recently
the School Business Manager at Moulsham Junior School with a wide range of responsibilities including
finance and premises and the school was fortunate to have his contribution to their senior management
team. The large number of schools represented at his funeral bears witness to the loss felt by so many
at his death at a young age and the Past Pupils' Association send their condolences to his wife and family.

Copies of this and earlier issues of the newsletter are on the past pupils’ page of the school website:
www.moulsham-jun.essex.sch.uk/index.htm

Data Protection Legislation
Please note that for the purpose of compiling the Past Pupils’ mailing list, and for no other purpose whatsoever,
your name and address is being held as a computer record. If for any reason you object to this, would you
please inform us immediately in writing. Unless we hear from you, your consent is assumed.

The views expressed by individual contributors in the newsletter are not necessarily those of the Head
Teacher, School Governors or Editors.
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