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Join us at the Open Afternoon, Saturday 13th May
Spring is here again, and another issue of the Past Pupils’ Newsletter is ready for you to read and
enjoy. We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at this year’s Open Afternoon at the
school on Saturday 13th May from 1-4pm. Do come along if you can, and bring along family members and
any of your former schoolmates who might like to join in. As usual, there will be refreshments,
displays of memorabilia and photos from every decade since the school opened in 1938.
We are always delighted to see some of the original 1938 pupils at these reunions, as well as many
from more recent years. A new venture this year is to include a short talk by one of our past pupils at
mid-afternoon. Gus Gowers, who joined the Junior Boys’ School in 1941, has volunteered to be this
year’s speaker – details in Les Kemp’s article on page 8. If any of you can help us set up furniture or
displays on the afternoon of Friday 12 th May, bring cakes or serve teas on Saturday 13th, Kathleen will
be very glad to hear from you!
Thank you to all those who have sent in articles for this issue of the Newsletter, including some who
have only recently learnt of its existence either from the internet or from a friend they knew at
Moulsham Juniors. We also have articles relating to three past or present staff members this time:
Mr Gerald Hindes (music teacher 1988-2014); former Headteacher Les Kemp (1995-2006); and
current Pastoral Support Leader Mrs Michelle Orchard.
Those of you who read the paper version of the Newsletter will notice that we have not been able to
include a glossy photo page this time. Apologies, and we hope to make up for it in the Autumn issue.
Meanwhile, you can see a varied selection of photos, mostly in colour, in this website version of the
Newsletter.
As ever, we would love to hear from any of you who would like to share your memories, news, or
responses or recollections on the various topics covered in this or other issues of the Newsletter.
Please send your letters, articles, and/or photos by email to kathleen.boot@tiscali.co.uk or by post to
Kathleen at 1A Vicarage Road, Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 9PG. We look forward to hearing from you!
Happy reading and all good wishes,

Kathleen Boot (Nash)
Moulsham Junior Girls’ School 1951-55

Donations

We are very grateful to all those who made donations last year to help meet the cost of producing and
posting the Newsletters. As usual, there will be a collecting box at the 2017 Open Afternoon for
anyone who would like to contribute to costs for the coming year. If you are not able to be there but
would like to make a donation, could you please write a cheque payable to Moulsham Junior School and
send it to The Finance Office, Moulsham Junior School, Princes Road, Chelmsford CM2 9DG, making it
clear that the donation is for the past pupils’ account. Very many thanks.
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From the Headteacher, Mrs Marie Staley

Hello and welcome to the Spring Term!
Last term we were very excited to hold the
election of our first Head Boy and Girl (well
in recent years). Children were invited to
write letters of application to the Senior
Leadership Team and also did a presentation
to Year 6. Following this a vote took place
with the top three boy and girl candidates
being interviewed for the posts. Our Head
Boy and Head Girl have each written an
article which I am sure you will be interested
to read.
Above: Head Boy and Head Girl of MJS,
Nicolas Ostaszewski and Maariya Bhula

Hello, my name is Maariya and I am the Head Girl of Moulsham Junior School. Being Head Girl means I
have to take on a lot of responsibility. This includes being able to talk confidently in front of fellow
pupils, teachers and parents alike. I will also have to represent the school, along with the Head Boy,
Nicholas, at various functions. Another responsibility is to be a good role model for all the pupils in
my school.
One of the main reasons I applied for this job was to be known as someone who people can trust and
rely on for help. I will do my best to help wherever I can and be the best I can be as a voice for
Moulsham Junior School.

Hello, my name is Nicholas and I am the Head Boy at Moulsham Junior School. Being Head Boy is an
honour and makes your timetable very full! As Head Boy it is important for me to set a good example
for everyone. An example could be to dress smartly at all times. As well as that I must show pupils
how to behave and which side to walk down the corridor. Of course, there are many other things but
these are the basics. I also have a big responsibility to be a voice for the students. If someone has an
idea they want to bring up in a meeting or just wants to have a chat, they can come to me. I don’t bite!
I think it is important that people have their own opinions about what they like and don’t, or maybe
what they would like to add. Another important quality for a Head Boy is to be friendly and I think
that I am a friendly person. People shouldn’t be afraid to approach me. After all, I’m not a monster!

Editor’s note: Congratulations to Maariya and Nicholas. We would be interested to know if the role of
Head Boy or Head Girl has ever existed at Moulsham Juniors before. Were there prefects as well? If
any of our readers were themselves chosen for these posts, or remember others who were, do let us know
what their responsibilities and experiences were.
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A letter from Valerie Spooner (Bruce), 1946-50
Once again, thank you so much for the Moulsham Junior School Past Pupils’ Newsletter – I love it! We
couldn’t make last year’s Open Afternoon, but we can this year.
Firstly, I really want to thank Diane Woollett for submitting photos displayed at a previous Open
Afternoon showing school plays at Moulsham Senior Girls’ School in the 1950s. I played Mrs March in
‘Little Women’ and had never seen those photos before.
Also, I read with great interest, in the Autumn 2016 Newsletter, Angela Charlton (Emery)’s
recollection of Moulsham Street in the 1950s. You see, I lived at that time in Hall Street, the road
next to the Salvation Army. Looking toward the town centre on the left hand side, I also remember
Matthews the butcher; and the sweet shop past Robinson’s was Downs Sweet Shop. On the right hand
side, near Ryders, was a shoe repair shop – I remember it being very dark inside. Also, in those days,
every shop gave off a different smell as you passed. Do you remember Harrison’s coffee shop in Duke
Street?
The Saturday morning pictures: I always went to the Odeon, price 6d. Such happy memories. In those
days we went places on our own (unheard of now!) Also, whatever the weather, we went to school. I
vividly remember Miss Knight, a teacher in the Infants’, when I was walking home to Upper Bridge
Road, calling me in to her home in Vicarage Road because everywhere was deeply flooded. We went to
school in every condition, ice, snow or rain!
Is the monkey puzzle tree still in Oaklands Park to the left of the museum? I too remember the
stuffed tiger in the glass cabinet inside the museum. Oh, how that frightened me! I used to sit in
Oaklands’ Park playing marbles and pressing leaves and flowers in a flower press.
Below and on page 5: Photos of Valerie and her Moulsham Senior Girls’ School classmates, including
(below) the one she mentions in her letter.
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Left: Moulsham
Senior Girls at St
John’s Hospital
Fete 1954. Photo
from Anita
Brooker (Gray)

Oaklands Park and the Chelmsford Museum

Valerie’s letter prompted Kathleen to look for the monkey
puzzle tree mentioned, and she was able to take this photo of it.
The tree, which we understand may have been moved from its
original position, is now just outside the 2010 extension of the
museum, which houses the Essex Regiment museum, an education
and meeting room, a temporary exhibition gallery and an
interesting display of the main Chelmsford industries (sadly now
closed) in which many of our readers will have worked, including
Marconi’s, Crompton Parkinson, and Hoffman’s.
Local residents will probably be aware that there are plans to
develop the museum further in 2018, with the help of Heritage
Lottery funding, to add a café and function room to the original
Victorian mansion, and new displays on the story of Chelmsford
as a town and now a City. If you happen to be visiting
Chelmsford in the future, Oaklands Park and the museum are
well worth a visit.
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Several recent articles in our Newsletter have mentioned Oaklands Park as a favourite place to play
when they were children. The ‘Monkey Hill’, which was just inside the Vicarage Road entrance to the
park, was mentioned with affection. Talking about all this recently with past pupils Monica Panks
(Allen), 1953-57, and her sister Elizabeth, we recalled the very large oak tree in the centre of the
front lawn, the old Sebastopol cannon, and enjoying the swings, slide and especially the ‘Ocean Wave’ in
the children’s play area. Monica and Elizabeth were also fond of running along the shaded pathway
winding through the dark and mysterious bushes and trees along the right hand side of the park, which
they called Lovers’ Walk!
Geraldine Etherington (nee Butterworth), 1960-64, adds her own memories of Oaklands Park and the
Museum in the 1950s and ‘60s:
There were two pedestrian entrances into Oaklands Park from Vicarage Road when I was young. The
top entrance was on the corner by the old A12 and at that time the local bus used to come between
Longstomps Avenue and Vicarage Road across the A12 so obviously there wasn’t much traffic! The
second entrance opposite the end of Moulsham Drive was wider but a house was built in the gap in the
1960’s.
At the top corner of Oaklands Park was an area we called the Elephant Hill. It had some rough tracks
around it and a hump in the slope halfway down which we made great use of. In the summer we dragged
our Go Kart (made from an old wooden ironing board and pram wheels) from home and launched it from
the top of the hill and hoped to turn the cart at the last moment to avoid hitting the garden fence
that edged the park. In winter that same slope was a good place for sledges. After a few turns the
snow packed down and so our runs speeded up dramatically. Goodness knows how we avoided broken
bones, but we did.
Inside the perimeter fence was a path that meandered from the hill along the park edge towards a
ring of trees which in autumn would grow a circle of fungi which we called the ‘Fairy Glen’. Further
along the path went through an area where rhododendrons had been planted. These were old and
gnarled but sturdy and we used to climb up into them for hiding places. Next to them was a playground
where the Ocean Wave, slide, roundabout and swings were. It was a hive of activity once school had
finished.
Further along was the entrance to the clay tennis courts which was the preserve of adult and serious
tennis players. It may have been an old stable block for the house.
The main house was occupied by Oaklands Museum and was a very impressive building with a pillared
entrance and steps approached by a long drive from the main entrance on London Road. It was a
traditional town museum with displays of Roman artefacts from the area, stuffed animals and birds,
geology, pottery, glassware as well as items of local industrial archaeology. One of the museum
curators started a Museum Club which operated each Saturday morning for a few hours so we had the
opportunity to explore all the nooks and crannies of this magnificent building and learn about its
contents.
In front of the building was an amazing Cedar of Lebanon and a well-kept lawn with flower borders.
The tree could easily be seen from our house in Moulsham Drive. To the side of this tree was a large
cannon on a plinth that was used at Sebastopol in the Crimean War. This became our base when playing
games of ‘Hide and Seek’ as it was next to a maze of trees with lots of hiding places.
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On the other side of the museum and adjacent to it were grass tennis courts where youngsters could
play. In the 1950’s and 60’s we had heavy wooden framed rackets. I seem to remember a pitch and
putt course being here as well.
Behind the museum was another lawn which had a Ha Ha along the edge. We used to run as fast as we
could across the lawn and jump this ditch to see who could get the furthest. After the winter snow
had melted and it was full of water we thought of it as being the ‘castle moat’ and it was more of a
challenge to make sure you didn’t go home soaking wet!
On the other side of the park was a small hummock which we called the Monkey Hill, which had a path
from end to end. I think this was where the monkey puzzle tree stood. It was a very unusual tree but
I know there was another similar tree part way along Bouverie Road which could have been a seedling
from the Oaklands tree.
The rest of the parkland was open grass and a good place to play football or cricket or to have a picnic
in the summer. We must have spent countless hours in Oaklands Park during our infant and junior years
and most of the time without any parents. They knew where we were and everyone felt quite safe as
long as you promised to be home before dark which was when the park gate was locked. You certainly
didn’t want to upset the Park Keeper!
Happy memories!

Oaklands Park and Museum today:
(Clockwise from top left) Front of the original
part of the Museum; Rear of the building with
part of the football pitch; Children’s play area
today; The Sebastopol cannon; and (left) Rear
of the building with part of the ha-ha;
(photos March 2017 from Kathleen)
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From former Headteacher Les Kemp: Armed and Ready
A few years ago at a Past Pupils’ Annual reunion, Gus Gower a former pupil at Moulsham Boys Junior
School (1941-45) presented me with a toy gun made using a match box, wooden clothes peg and an
elastic band. He remembered making a similar weapon when he was a pupil, which might have had some
long term impact as he went on be the first Essex Police firearms instructor and armourer in 1973.
Weapons played an important part in my own primary schooling because on my rare visits to the cinema
as a child, westerns and war films featured strongly. Most playtimes were spent defending our fort or
wearing our navy mackintoshes like cloaks and being Zorro, who I knew was a goody but beyond that, I
had no idea who he was. Our games carried on out of school on the waste ground opposite where we
made dens and armed ourselves with staves taken from Robin Hood stories, hand grenades that looked
remarkably like pine cones and maces which were usually a ball in an old grey school sock. The forecast
enemy attack never took place and this we put down put down to fear due to the quality and number of
our armaments and our reputation as warriors.
The more sneaky classroom weapons included a pea shooter made from the stalk of cow parsley.
Ammunition was usually small balls of paper that had been sucked and so stuck on whatever they hit.
These balls of paper were also propelled across the classroom using your twelve inch wooden ruler or
less often an elastic band. I think wet playtimes were when we were at our bravest but we knew if the
teacher on duty caught us then we were certain to receive the cane across each hand.
Snow was an ideal time to demonstrate the strength of your throwing arm. The rule against any
snowballs being thrown in the playground was sacrosanct, but I thought I had found a way round it. On
the first day of snow, I made a snowball and when our fort, next to the bins, was attacked, I put the
snowball down the neck of an attacker. Please note that I did not throw it. There was no complaint by
the boy but I was seen by the teacher on playground duty who sent me to the headmistress. I still
remember the cane across very cold hands. I sympathise when former pupils of Moulsham Boys Junior
School talk about waiting under the notice board to receive their punishment.
At the next reunion on Saturday, 13th May you will have the chance to make a peg gun, fire pellets
using a ruler or elastic band or use a pea shooter. No punishments will apply. There will also be the
opportunity to listen to Gus Gowers talk about his career with Essex Police.
If you have any memories about making bows and arrows, catapults or other childhood weapons, do
please contact us.

Local Newsletter deliveries, invitation to help
Thank you to our team of volunteers who deliver Newsletters in various parts of the Chelmsford area:
Adrian Smith, Michelle Lumley, Brian Poole, Elizabeth Clarke, Hugh Piper, Martyn Edwards, Jenny
French, Steve Bewers, Angela Charlton and Gill Caton. If anyone else is able to help with delivering
Newsletters in the area where they live, especially part of Tile Kiln, the Baddow Road area, or
part of Springfield, please contact Kathleen.
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Mr Gerald Hindes, 1988-2014: Memories of music at Moulsham
When I joined Moulsham Junior School in September 1988 it was to lead the curriculum subject of
music. At the time, there were already frequent productions and class assemblies taking place which
included music.
The first project I took part in was a celebration of 50 years of the school’s existence in Princes
Road. The music ranged from the Beatles, to “The good ship Lollipop” via “The Locomotion” and “The
Teddy Bear’s Picnic.” My own class performed “Doh, Ray, Me,” a number I remember well, because in
my class at that time I had the Payne twins, two girls who each played the piano so well that they
accompanied the class as a duet team, whilst everyone else added percussion and sang. I was able to
stand at the front and conduct. I do hope the twins kept up their piano playing.
I had the good fortune to discover staff who were keen to take part in productions, and who were
quite happy to take part in “Greenpiece“ in 1989, a vocal piece which I wrote, and which enabled every
class in years 4 and 5 class to take in a cantata with an individual song before combining in a final
number with all the class joining in. We developed some of the themes of the songs during lessons, and
these included people dropping litter; noise pollution and the ozone layer. I have the names of those
teachers whose classes were involved in the production: Miss Cregan, Mrs Miness, Mrs Vine, Mrs Fern,
Mrs Read, and Mr Poole joined my class. I have a book of photos taken during the performance. That
year I also took the choir to sing at County Hall and to participate in the Junior Music Festival.
At that time, each year group put on presentations including music, and amongst the programmes I
have are those for a Tudor evening, which included some extremely talented recorder players the
school possessed at that time, playing some quite complex pieces, including a version of the Oliver
story, “Food Glorious Food,” and “Follow the Yellow Brick Road,” a version of the celebrated journey to
Oz, which featured some super props and costumes, and was organised by Mrs Edmonds.
A little later I organised the first of two Gilbert and Sullivan productions, The Pirates of Penzance.
Taking a slightly simplified version of the score we covered much of the music, and the children rose
to the challenge of singing complex pieces in parts. I notice that Michelle Edney took the part of the
Major General, Philip Walker was the Pirate King, Matthew Atkinson was Frederick, Wendy-Jane
Carter was Ruth and Oliver Dyer was Sergeant of the Police. I wonder if any of them are still involved
with drama, professionally or as an amateur?
Later we did HMS Pinafore, and I have happy memories of Richard Kemp dispatching Sir Joseph
Porter’s famous patter song with elan, the very large chorus, dressed in straw hats dancing a hornpipe,
fantastic costumes, a very large Union Jack as the production’s last backcloth, and a finale where all
the children had a party popper, which they let off together. This year, In May, I will be performing
HMS Pinafore at Chelmsford’s Civic theatre, with adults, so Pinafore is very much in my thoughts
again, at present. [Note: Copies of the programme covers and cast lists for both HMS Pinafore and
Alice (see below) are on the next page.]
There is one performer I worked with, about whom I know a little of what he is doing on stage. In
December 1991 year 6 presented “Alice”, a musical I had written for secondary children, and which
received its third performance. At auditions one performer stood out: Alex Hassel. He was made the
Mad Hatter, and went on to give a wonderful performance. Now Alex has worked with the Royal
Shakespeare company, has been seen on television, has given and his received wide acclaim for many
roles, particularly his Henry V in Stratford. Sadly, I have lost my copy of the video we made of this
production of “Alice”, but if anyone has one I could loan and copy, I would be delighted to hear from
them, at geraldhindes@gmail.com
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Above: Programme cover and cast list for 1991
Moulsham Junior School production of Alice in
Wonderland, with music and additional lyrics by
music teacher Mr Gerald Hindes.
Left: Programme cover for school production of
HMS Pinafore
Below: Main cast list of HMS Pinafore. There
were about 100 more pupils taking part as
Sailors, Ladies and Chorus.
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Congratulations to Mrs Michelle Orchard, 1996 – today
We were delighted to learn that Mrs Michelle Orchard, a highly valued member of the Moulsham
Junior School staff since 1996, was chosen as winner of the lifetime achievement category in this
year’s Essex Teaching Awards. Michelle wrote an article about her work at Moulsham Juniors in our
Spring 2010 Newsletter, explaining that: ‘Before Moulsham Juniors, I had worked for two years at
Oaklands Infants’ School as a Learning Support Assistant (LSA), working with two little boys with
Special Educational Needs. I was asked by the head of Moulsham Juniors, Mr Les Kemp, who had only
been at this school himself for less than a year, if I would transfer to the Juniors with the two boys,
as continuity of support would help to make the transition to junior school more successful.’
For a few years, Michelle shared her time between Oaklands Infants School and Moulsham Juniors,
until she was persuaded by Deputy Head Mr Terry Flitman to work full-time at the Juniors. When Mrs
Linda Hughes took over as Headteacher in 2004, and decided that the school needed a Learning
Mentor, Michelle was encouraged to apply for the post and was the successful applicant. She was more
recently offered the post of Pastoral Support Leader, which has enabled her to take her role in school
still further.
Over the years, Michelle has worked with four Headteachers and nine Deputy Heads. Current
Headteacher Mrs Staley wrote in an article for the March 2017 issue of the locally distributed
Moulsham Tines magazine that Michelle ‘will do anything that she can to secure the best for people, be
it new uniform, counselling support, food vouchers, a comfy sofa to curl up on if you have friendship
worries, or a cup of coffee for the parent who is finding it all a bit too much. . . Her passion for her
role shines through and she has truly made a huge difference to the lives of so many children and
families. She is a huge asset to the school.’
Many congratulations to Michelle for winning this award, and many thanks as well for all the help she
has given the past pupils over the years, especially with the printing of the photo pages and some
complete issues of our Newsletter.

Barry McDonald, 1950-53
I was delighted to receive my first Past Pupils’ newsletter, the Autumn 2016 edition, at the age of 75
years, thanks to Hugh Piper. What memories it has evoked. I have reflected just how much I have to
thank those teachers for my education and sporting pleasures. I had moved back to Moulsham from a
village school in the Midlands. It was September 1950 and I was nearly 9 years old. I should have
joined Mr Gardiner’s Standard III class. However, the teachers must have ascertained I was not yet
at that level and I joined Mr Ellis’s Standard II. The class was already using joined up writing, Mr Ellis
was so kind in helping me cope from a start of knowing nothing of that or much else. By July 1951 my
handwriting, I see from my report, received marks of 10 out of 10. Well done Mr Ellis.
I moved straight to Mr Hodgson’s class Standard IV in September 1951. I recall he was a wonderful
Giant in the school pantomime Jack and the Beanstalk. Then to Mr Hymas’s Standard IVa in September
1952 with the Headmaster Mr Petchey reading Pilgrim’s Progress to a spell-bound class of 46 pupils
for 30 mins on a Friday afternoon. I lived in Upper Bridge Road and ran home for a cooked lunch and
back again, cutting through Oaklands Park, mostly kicking a tennis ball as I ran. I was in the school
football team and I attach a photograph.
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I am on the front row, second in from the right, next to Mark Sweeting on my left, the smallest and
best goalkeeper in the league. Colin Gooday, who wrote in the Autumn 2016 newsletter, is top row,
third in from the left. I see from the 1953 school magazine we played 8 matches in the league and 12
friendlies, winning 12, drawing 3 and losing 5.
We all took the 11 plus examination and I failed. I had a re-sit, this time at the King Edward VI
Grammar School. Sitting just ahead of me was Geoff Hurst (now Sir) of World Cup Football fame. At
that time we played against each other when Moulsham School played Kings Road School. Later I was
to play with him for a very successful Chelmsford boys’ team on the Chelmsford City football ground.
But back to the 11 plus: I guess due to the support of my teachers, I was given an oral exam too. A
rather scary interview with about three educational experts. My parents duly received a letter telling
them that ‘I regret to inform you that on the combined results of the written and oral tests your child
has not qualified for admission to a Grammar or Technical School’. My father kept the letter.
As we were leaving for a week’s holiday to Walton on the Naze, the postman called with a letter dated
the 28th July 1953. It read '….it has now been found possible to arrange for your son Barry to be
admitted to the Mid Essex County Technical School next September ….’. I cannot imagine that
occurring without significant support from my teachers at Moulsham. I don’t wish to suggest that
Moulsham Senior School would not have embraced my educational needs, but I think in those days
there was an advantage for me in going to the Tech. For the record, at the Tech I was never lower
than 5th in the class. If any relations remain of those four teachers who read this, they should be
very proud. I am very grateful.
Though the Head at the Tech, Mr Palmer, tried to persuade my parents I should stay on and study for
‘A’ levels, my income was needed for the family. In those days I literally had the choice of starting
work at any of the three factories under an apprenticeship. How lucky compared with today’s
youngsters. I chose Crompton Parkinson and my five year HNC drawing office apprenticeship started.
There was no day release to study. Work started at 7.30 am until 5 pm. If you were one minute late it
cost 15 minutes pay. I spent six months in the drawing office and six months in various parts for the
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factory over five years. Night school started at 6.30pm until 9 pm three or four nights a week
studying for the Higher National Certificate in Mechanical Engineering. Homework was done at the
weekend. One of our helpful mentors in the drawing office was a young man named David Tarbun.
Could it be the same David T who has written in the Autumn newsletter? He played a double bass in a
band.
I did at last learn the art of passing exams and obtained my Graduate membership of the Mechanical
Engineering Institute. Then promptly moved into insurance moving around the UK. I took even more
exams to obtain my Fellowship of the Chartered Insurance Institute. I spent most of the next 36
years thoroughly enjoying my insurance career. The newsletter has reminded me how much I owe to
my Moulsham teachers who pushed and shoved me over my first examination hurdle. My grateful
thanks to them all.
I hope this is of interest and I look forward to receiving the newsletters in the future. I am happy to
have my email address passed to any past pupil who wishes to contact me.

Tim Biglin 1954-1958
I have always been very reluctant to make any comments about my time at Moulsham Junior School as
my aunt (formally my late mother's half-sister), Kathleen Boot, can probably recall more about it than
I can!
My family lived towards the lower end of Moulsham Drive and my two brothers, David and Dan, and my
sister, Vivian, (all three now sadly deceased) all preceded me at Moulsham schools. Other families at
our end of the road included the Mitchells, the Priors, the Newman-Smiths, the Whipps, and others,
including a few, such as the Eastons, whose children did not attend Moulsham schools. Many children,
at one time, used to use our garden as a short cut from Moulsham Drive to the Cinder path (as it was
always known) on their way to and from the bypass and Moulsham schools.
I can recall much of Currie's farm being swallowed up by the Moulsham Lodge estate with a
corresponding large influx of new pupils into the school well before any new provision was made for
them – I think that that was why two new classrooms being built during my last year at Moulsham. As
a consequence, in my third year at Moulsham Junior School, my classroom was the canteen, where our
teacher, Mr Hymas, must have coped very well in those circumstances. My last year was spent back in
the school buildings under Mr Picken in a class of some 55 to 60 pupils. I am always somewhat bemused
by teachers today complaining about having to take classes as large as 30 pupils. I cannot recall any
complaints from Mr Picken - certainly none ever reached our level. Other memories include Mr Petchey
being awarded his medal (an MBE, I believe) and his later retirement and replacement by Mr Sturgeon.
After leaving Moulsham, having passed the dreaded 11-plus exam, or scholarship as it was then known,
followed the well-worn trail to the King Edward VI grammar school and university, the university in my
case being Bristol where I was awarded my BSc in Electrical Engineering (and, subsequently, after
some years in industry, my PhD). I was a recipient of the Ann Johnson award but I never did find out if
my name ever appeared on the board in the school hall that recorded all such awards to school pupils.
Having initially come to Bristol as an undergraduate student, I have remained there more or less ever
since and now live in Filton to the north of the city. Most of my working career has been spent in
spacecraft engineering followed by a shorter time in defence engineering.
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Graham Edmonds, 1965-68
I happened across these newsletters whilst looking for old Chelmsford pictures. I was a pupil at the
Moulsham Infant and Junior schools from 1963 until 1968, when my family moved from Maple Drive
Chelmsford to Hayling Island.
I saw a letter from Kevin Bowen in one of the newsletters and remember being in the same class.
No chance of me remembering much from the infant school, apart from suffering an allergic reaction
to penicillin when I was about 6 and having a fair amount of time off. However I do remember the
Junior School quite well, Mr McGinley being my first teacher, Mr Lyons the second and Mr Dunston my
last.
Pupils whom I remember include Keith Hatton, Alexander Rose, Donald Carter, Stephen Gibson, David
Griffiths and some of those Kevin mentioned.
My schoolwork was at best pretty average, sport shockingly bad and to be honest I don't think I
appreciated how good the school was until I started at my new school in Hayling. They were a good
year behind so I spent a full year doing schoolwork I had already learned whilst at Moulsham.
I was car mad as a youngster ( we didn't have one ) and can still remember Mr Sturgeon having a Mk1
Ford Cortina, Mr McGinley a VW Beetle and Mr Lyons a Mk1 and a Mk2 Ford Zephyr.
That obsession led to 41 years working in the car parts business, buying and selling cars from home and
a long time hobby restoring classic cars and motorbikes.
I've been married 3 times, have 2 sons from my second marriage who still live with my wife and I;
they're car mad too and both own classic cars.
I'm happily retired now and enjoying life. My email address is forevertheoptimist@hotmail.co.uk, and
I'd love to hear from anybody who remembers me.

News updates from Australia
Jenny Pickles (Hann), 1951-55 writes: Thank you for the newsletter, read as always with interest.
Several names were familiar including a cousin of one of my Winchelsea Drive friends. Hilary with her
recollections of Market Road and the Tech High School, it’s so easy to forget how things used to be.
The old photos of Chelmsford were very good and Chelmsford High School - the latter looked like it
may have been taken in the earliest days when my mother and her 2 sisters were students there.
Thank you to Brian Wilder, (mid-1940s), who lives in Sydney, who sent us an article from the New
York Times describing the Christmas celebrations in hot and sunny Australia, where many families still
put up decorated Christmas trees and stick to the traditional roast turkey lunch while their children
are outside diving into the swimming pool. Brian comments that: ‘we find those Christmas cards we get
from the northern hemisphere, and indeed many emails and cards purchased in Australia, of snow
scenes with reindeer and a sleigh very strange – many, perhaps a large majority, of Australian children
have never seen a frost, let alone snow ! Then there are those who are particularly nostalgic who put
on a family ‘Christmas in July‘ celebration, when the weather is cooler. This has little or nothing to do
with the religious celebrations, but a sentimental clinging to the childhood or family memories from
the old country of origin.’
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The CJ Conway Award
Chris Conway was a pupil at Moulsham Boys Junior School from 1953 until 1958 and now lives in Sydney,
Australia near Sydney Harbour Bridge. He is the founder and CEO of Medics/Australia that provides
on-site paramedics, sports medics and first aiders including those found in many Sydney schools. As
reported in our Autumn 2016 Newsletter, Chris and his wife visited Moulsham Junior School in May
2016 and he generously offered to fund the CJ Conway Award for Spoken English and Written English.
This award will be given annually to four Year 6 children, two awards for each part of the English
curriculum. The Year 6 teaching staff and representatives of the Past Pupils’ Association will be
entrusted with the task of identifying the four children to receive book tokens, the first children to
be presented with their prizes at the end of the Summer Term 2017.

1950 School Log Book extracts
Until the beginning of this century, Headteachers kept a daily handwritten record in a special Log Book
of events of interest taking place in their school. We have included extracts from the very early
years in previous newsletters, giving an interesting picture of the Opening of the school in 1938, the
wartime arrangements in 1941/42, and more recently the Junior Girls in 1954/55 and the first year of
the combined Junior School in 1969.
This time we go back to 1950, when quite a few of our readers were pupils at the Juniors. We would be
delighted to hear from any of you who may remember the people and events included in the record, or
similar activities during your own time at the school. Interesting details for 1950 include the
introduction of school uniform for the Girls’ School (Nov 6 th), which seems to have been optional as
only 28 girls were wearing it. The Boys’ School 1950 log mentions that May 16th was a holiday for
Ascension Day, on which they had an outing to London, (as they had done in July 1949 too), coming
home via High Beech, Epping. Perhaps some of you recall this or other school outings. Do let us know.
Junior Girls’ School log book 1950
Feb 9th: A film show was given this morning by two members of the Police Force. The films shown
were "Mary had a little Lamb", "Almost Human", "The Battered Bicycle" and "Playing in the Road".
March 8th: Miss Weller, once a teacher in the Infants' School, and now working in the Belgian Congo,
gave a very interesting talk on her work abroad.
May 8th: 32 children, conducted by Miss Skilton, entered the Essex Musical Festival. In all four
classes they gained first place and were third in the sight reading class. Being nine marks ahead of
any other competing choir, they hold the cup for the best all round choir for a year.
May 17th: This afternoon we presented Miss Norris, now Mrs Taylor, with an umbrella and a
travelling case, as wedding gifts from the children, staff and caretakers.
June 14th: Today we had a gramophone record made of the songs that the choir sang at the Musical
Festival. We hope to sell some of these to the children.
June 22nd: Sports Day, including Mothers' and Toddlers' race.
June 27th: John Francis (flautist) visited the school and Millicent Silva (pianist). Mr Francis explained
the parts of a flute and the correct way of playing it. The children were entertained by half an hour
of music, which was thoroughly enjoyed by them and the staff.
June 29th: The children saw a selection of National Savings Films in the Boys' Hall.
July 5th: Open Day. Various classes gave displays of music, PT and country dancing. There was a large
and gratifying gathering of parents.
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July 6th: Gillian Prior has won second prize in the Road Safety Poster Competition. Her poster will
now compete in the National event.
July 15th: A party of girls who are leaving went to Whipsnade with Miss Pettet, Miss McCarthy, Miss
Skilton, Mrs Pilley and Mrs Hollingbery.
July 17th:
Boys and girls met in the Girls' Hall for the presentations of the "Good
Companionship" and the "Sportsmanship" Prizes. Mr Turner gave a little talk. The girls' choir sang; the
boys sang their school song and then all sang "He who would valiant be".
July 18th:
Eighty girls, with Miss Sawday, Mrs Taylor and Mrs James visited the needlework
exhibition.
Sept 5th: School re-opened. 230 children on roll.
Sept 28th: One hundred girls, with Miss Sawday, Mrs Taylor and Mrs Huxley visited the Safety First
Exhibition at the Civic Centre.
Sept 29th: Annual Harvest Festival. There was a splendid display of fruit, vegetables and groceries,
and token gifts were given to Miss Clark, Matron of London Road Hospital.
Oct 17th: Miss Pettet and Mrs Taylor took IVB to the Public Library. Mr Elliott took the girls to the
Reference Library and showed several items of particular interest to Chelmsford.
Nov 6th: It has been arranged that we should have a school uniform. This consists of a grey pinafore
frock, white shirt blouse with a maroon tie, grey cardigan, maroon blazer and beret, both with the
school badge. So far 28 girls are wearing the uniform.
Nov 22nd: Open Day. More parents than ever visited the school today.
Dec 13th: 140 girls and their teachers went to the Secondary School to see the Nativity Play and
Carol Service. We had our school party today. The girls played parlour games in their classrooms/hall
and tea was at 5 pm. After tea, they were entertained by the Junior Boys in the Boys' Hall.

Junior Boys’ School log book 1950
Jan 26th: PC Langford talked about a new league for boys "The Kerb Drillers". 200 boys had joined by
the end of March.
March 27th: Mrs Hollingbery (joint secretary boys' and girls' schools) begins work today.
April 1st (Sat): The school team won the "Andrews Cup", beating Trinity Road by 3 - 1.
April 28th: Mr F Hutchinson (Head, Moulsham Senior Boys') retired. A function was held in school.
May 16th: Holiday for Ascension Day. Outing to London, (as July 1949) and home via High Beech,
Epping.
June 16th: Mr V Hodgson presented the school with a shield for house athletics. It was made by
himself and includes a carved figure of the athlete.
June 27th: School magazine ready.
July 11/13th: Open week with singing, PT and sports. Yellow team won the shield. Exhibits of art in
the vestibule and hundreds of parents visited.
Oct 9th: Committee members for 1950/51 are: A Prior and R Bradshaw (Commonweal); M Edwards and
D Reid (Library); P Combes (magazine).
Oct 25th: Std1V and V attended the British and Foreign Bible Society's exhibition at Baddow
Road Chapel.
Dec 15th: Mrs Nancy Henry gave a puppet show to the school. The play she performed was "The pig
and the cat". Our annual Christmas concert. Plays were given by Std I + Ia "A Pantomime", by Std
II + III, "White Magic", Remove, "The Last Lollipop", Std IV + IVa "The Benevolent Uncle". Also 2
short puppet plays were given by boys of the Remove.
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News in brief
Clive Evans, 1967-71
Thank you so much for these Newsletters; they are a reminder of such good times. When I have a few
moments I will try and submit an article myself. I was a pupil in 1967-71 and am the son of Gordon &
Pauline (née Thorne) Evans.
David Reade (Tricker)
I wonder if other past pupils remember Mr Petchey’s remarkable gift as a story-teller? He told us
boys in instalments the whole of The Thirty-nine Steps by John Buchan; and a very exciting story it is.
He also related many other yarns to us. It was one of his special gifts. Rereading this complicated
story by John Buchan as I am, I remember well how we would await on tenterhooks for the next
episode from Mr Petchey. How he managed all the extreme twists and turns of the tale, I cannot
imagine.

Obituaries
John Baker, 1938-39
We were very sorry to hear from Mrs Anne Baker that her husband John, a 1938 first day pupil at
Moulsham Junior Boys’ School, had passed away in April last year. John’s cousin Selwyn Wheeler was
also at the school. We send our condolences to all the family.
John wrote some of his schoolday memories for us in our Spring 2000 and Autumn 2005 Newsletters.
He had been at Friars Infants and Trinity Road Juniors before transferring to the new Moulsham
school in 1938, and comments that “it was probably in walking across the fields from Avenue Road that
my interest in things rural had its roots. I joined the class where Mr R G Hymas was the teacher and
can well remember Mr Picken, Mr Gardiner, Mrs French and other faces whose names I cannot recall.
Mr Petchey [the Headmaster] was also a friend of our family through association with the London Road
Congregational Church, and for years before his death he used to call me his ‘No. 1 Pupil’. I believe
this was because mine was the first name on the school register! I accept that I was in the top class
and that my name (Baker) was well to the front of the alphabet, but Jimmy Adams was also in my class,
so where was he?”
Outside of school, John’s memory was sparked by an item in the Spring 2005 Newsletter from Marcus
Knight, “in which he made reference to Mary Tamkin, who shared his violin lessons in the London Road
home of Miss Wallinger. I was another member of that class, as was Sybil Bonvini. I well remember
those Saturday mornings when I used to trudge over from my home in Avenue Road, carrying my violin,
which seemed to weigh a ton, while my friends were going to the Regent to enjoy their Saturday
morning film show.”
John’s time at Moulsham Juniors was short, however, as the war intervened, and from September 1939
until December 1945, his family evacuated to Sudbury. On his return, John went to Chelmsford
Grammar School until July 1947, and wrote: “While I was there I decided I wanted to become a school
teacher and was assigned to Moulsham Junior Boys to do a month’s student teaching. That was a very
happy month, but after two years National Service in the Army my plans changed.”
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His wife Anne now takes up the story for us, explaining that “John went on to do his National Service
in the Army (Royal Engineers). Hoping to see the "World", or at least England, he was instead posted
to Brackenbury Fort, Felixstowe, where his family always spent their summer holidays!”
“His first job was with the Cunard Shipping Company in the London Office. Whilst with that Company
he did indeed see a lot of the World. He worked on many cruises over the years. It was whilst at
Cunard that he met his wife to be [Anne] who also worked in the Leadenhall Street Office in the City
of London. We married in 1959, moved to Galleywood, and raised our three children there. A change
in employment to Willis Faber and Dumas, Insurance brokers, led us to moving to Westerfield near
Ipswich.”
“Sadly, in 1987 John was struck with paralysis, but with his usual determination worked hard and
managed to walk again with the spur to walk our eldest daughter down the aisle, which he achieved.
The residue of this paralysis affected the remainder of his life, although he persevered and still was
able to take part in countryside pursuits which was always his love, albeit in a reduced capacity. He did
have to retire early but before he did, he was given the job of training foreign students who were sent
to this country to learn about insurance. He loved this, as he had always enjoyed teaching and of
course it led to entertaining many foreign students - another way of experiencing "The World".
“We had 57 years of happy marriage in which John saw our 7 grandchildren grow up and flourish and
also to enjoy our two great-grandchildren. He was always saying "Aren't we lucky?"
Many thanks to Mrs Anne Baker for sharing these memories with us.

Peter Kistruck
Thank you to past pupil David Reade (Tricker), who reports that: ‘The OCA Newsletter reported
earlier this year that Peter A Kistruck had died in February 2016 aged about 78. Peter was also a
scholar at Moulsham.’

Copies of this and earlier issues of the newsletter are on the past pupils’ page of the school website:
www.moulsham-jun.essex.sch.uk

Data Protection Legislation
Please note that for the purpose of compiling the Past Pupils’ mailing list, and for no other purpose
whatsoever, your name and address is being held as a computer record. If for any reason you object
to this, would you please inform us immediately in writing. Unless we hear from you, your consent is
assumed.
The views expressed by individual contributors in the newsletter are not necessarily those of the
Head Teacher, School Governors or Editors.
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