Knowledge Organiser— Secrets and Spies
Key Vocabulary

Definitions

Spy

A person working for the government or a different organisation to secretly take
information on an enemy or competitor.

Bug

A secret listening or recording device.

Classified information

Confidential or secret information.

Gadget

A small mechanical or electronic device or tool which does something useful.

Double Agent

A person pretending to work as a spy for one government, while actually spying for
another government.

Decoy

Something designed to distract the enemy’s attention.

Intelligence

The gathering or distribution of secret information.

Espionage

The practice of spying or of using spies, normally by governments to get political and
military information.

Spy Gadgets
Spies can use hidden microphones to listen in
on secret conversations. An example of a spy
gadget can be seen at the International Spy
Museum in Washington, D.C. The gadget on
show has microphones disguised in a piece of
wood in the heel of a shoe.

Spies of the Past

Did you know...

Did you know writer Roald
Dahl was a spy? He worked
for Britain, completing secret
missions and assignments.
That was before he wrote
"Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory".

Alan Turing
The ancient
Egyptians and
Chinese used
spies more than
2,000 years ago.

Spies also played major
roles in World War I,
World War II, and the
Cold War.

Secret codes have been used for centuries! The
first known cipher in history was developed by
the Roman leader Julius Caesar. His code was
very simple. In fact, you could probably crack it,
if you took a bit of time. He just replaced one
letter of the alphabet with another and it never
changed.

Alan Turing was a British mathematician.
He made major contributions to the
fields of mathematics, computer science,
and artificial intelligence.
He worked for the British government
during World War II, when he succeeded
in breaking the secret code Germany
used to communicate.
Alan Turing helped break the Enigma
code.

