Year 4 Multiplication Test Check

PA R E N T M E E T I N G

What is the Multiplication Tables
Check?
The MTC is an on-screen assessment designed to
determine whether pupils are able to fluently recall
their multiplication tables up to 12, through a set of
timed questions.

Why?
•The multiplication tables check (MTC) will enable schools to identify
those pupils who may need more support with their times tables.
• There is a focus on developing pupil’s fluency skills.
• The national curriculum states, ‘By the end of year 4, pupils should
have memorised their multiplication tables up to and including the 12
multiplication table and show precision and fluency in their work’.

When?
The check window is open for a 3-week period in June.
Schools are strongly encouraged to administer the check in the first two weeks, using
the last week for pupils who were absent during the first 2 weeks.
Headteachers decide their own timetable for the check window.

Checks can be administered individually, to groups or the whole class. The check can be
taken on the same day or over multiple days.
The MTC must be administered by a member of staff.

How?
The MTC is focused on the fluent recall of multiplication facts.
The requirement to answer at speed is key to assessing fluent recall of
multiplication tables. A time limit of 6 seconds per item has been set for the
MTC. This allows pupils the time required to demonstrate their recall of
multiplication tables, whilst limiting pupils’ ability to work out answers to the
questions.
There will be a 3-seconds pause between questions.
The check will take most pupils no longer than 5 minutes to complete.
The MTC will be delivered on-screen (using a computer or tablet) and online
(using an internet connection). Schools will need to provide appropriate IT
equipment to take the check.

Which Tables Will be Tested?

Preparing Pupils
1. Knowing the tables to 12 x 12
(Learn / practise / recall / assess)

2. Using IT

3. Working at speed

4. Try out the check

Programmes Which Rehearse Tables
Check
Multiplication Tables Check - Timestables.co.uk

Multiplication Tables Check - Mathsframe

Pupil should not take the check if
they are absent during the entire check period
they are unable to access the check, even when using
the range of access arrangements
they are considered unable to answer the easiest
questions or are working below the national curriculum
expectation for year 2 in multiplication tables
they have just arrived in school during the check
window, with English as an additional language (EAL),
and there is not enough time to establish the standard
at which they are working
They are working remotely due to disruption caused by
Coronavirus

Access Arrangements
Access arrangements may be appropriate for:

Pupils with an EHCP
Pupils who use the school SEN support system
Pupils whose learning difficulty or disability significantly affects their ability to access the check
Pupils who have behavioural, emotional or social difficulties

Pupils with EAL and have limited fluency in English

Schools do not need to request permission from STA to use access arrangements for the MTC. However support given
should be based primarily on normal classroom practice and must never advantage or disadvantage individual pupils.

Access Arrangements (Dyslexia)
Colour Contrast
If colour contrast is enabled for a pupil, the pupil will be able to change the font and background colours if they would
prefer not to work with black text on a white background. Pupils can choose from the following combinations:
• yellow on black
• black on blue

• black on peach
• blue on cream

Font Size
If font size is enabled for a pupil, they will be able to increase or decrease the size of the text and number pad on the
screen.

